THE NEW ERA SERIES.
VOLUME THREE. WHAT
| SAW IN RUSSIA



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649169283

The New Era series. Volume three. What I saw in Russia by George Lansbury

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



GEORGE LANSBURY

THE NEW ERA SERIES.
VOLUME THREE. WHAT
| SAW IN RUSSIA

ﬁTrieste






The Mlew Era Series

WVOLUME TRIIEE

WHAT I SAW IN RUSSIA




WHAT I SAW IN
RUSSIA

BY

GEORGE LANSBURY

LONDON
LEONARD PARSONS
PORTUGAL STREET



First Published Jume 1gzo

Leostard Parsens, Lidg.

UNIV, OF *rro= = “rISETTS
H-T EU;J“J. e e 4 P~ .l..EI.H.Y



Betication

WITH FEELINGS OF GREAT BESPECT AND LOVE T BERICATE TS
LITTLE BOOK TN THE MEMAORY (% MY BHOTHERA AND BISTERR WHO
THROUGHOUT FAST AGER HAVE REFFT ALIVE THE PRINCIFLES OF
LOVE AN COMEADESIIIN ! OF THOSE SATNTA AND AMARTYHS, OF ALL
THE CTITIICHES AND 50 CATRCHER, WHO LIVED AXD NIED WITHOUT
ZEEING A GLIMPEE OF THE AW S OF A4 NEW DAY, BUT WHO, THROTUGI
FAITH, REMAIXNED STEADFAST TN THE EXD.  AND I DEDICATE IT, TOO,
T MY COMTADES OF TO«DAY, ESTECIALLY THOE IOUNG, WHD ARE
DEFIINED TO EFE MNOT NXLY TIE DAWSX BUT THE FULL NOONTHE
EUNEHINE OF THE NEW DAY, T WoTILD SAY T THESE LATTER | * oF
TRUE TOOSE ANOTHER, NE FATTHFUL I BMALL AND GREAT THINGA,
CULTIVATE LOVE OF THE BEAUTIFUTL AND THE (000, HATE DARKNESS
AND INTQUITY, BUT, IN HATING THINGSH, EEEF YOUR MINDS FULL
0F LOYE FOR MEN AND WOMEN, REMEMBEER ALWAYE THAT GO 4XD
HUMANITY NEEWLN Y007, AND THAT THE GREATEST, THE CLEVEREAT
AMDNGET ¥, ARE CALLED, BECAUSE OF THEIR TALENTA, TO BE THE
FOREMOST IN SFREVING AND GIVING TO THE O0MMONWEAL,"™






PREFACE

Ligr evervone else these davs who goes to
Russia, I am writing a book. T have no
apology to offer for inflicking vet one more
story about ** Bolshevism ™" on a long-suffering
public. I am sure that, with the exchange of
prisoners, and the return to England of hun-
dreds of men and women lately detained in
Russia, myv book will not he the last.

A word of explanation 15 due as to how T
came to get into Russia, at a time when
Labour leaders and others were refused per-
mission or passports to enter that forbidden
country. The facts are quite simple. Last
January, peace was about to be made between
Esthonia and the Russian Soviet Republie.
The ** Daily Herald » numbers amongst its
friends members of all the delerations in
London representing the horder States of
Russia. We had specially championed the
cause of Esthonia in the pages of the weekly
**Herald.”” T thought it would he a good
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thing to go through Scandinavia to Dorpat,
see the peace signed, and, if possible, enter
Iussia with the returning Russian delegates.
Nothing was certain; T had no sort of under-
standing with anybody as to whether I should
be allowed to enter Russia or not. I asked
for a passport to Seandinavia and Finland and
secured the necessary ** visés 7" before leaving
England—except the Finnish, which, T was
informed, could not be given for two weeks.
I did not ask for a passport to Russia for the
quite simple reason that neither the British
nor any other Government had any power to
isstie such passports, since no Government 1n
Furope at that time had officially recognised
the Soviet Government, There was no mys-
tery about my journey. I travelled like any
other newspaper man, saw everyvhody of im-
portance in each country through which I
passed, and tried to learn all there was to
learn about conditions. My intention was to
be away from FEngland three weeks or a
month. T was away nine weeks, every day
of which brought me knowledge, understand-
ing and experience. I want to put on record
my deep debt of gratitude to the Ministers
and other Government officials, both British
and foreign, with whom 1 came in contact.



