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y ing chapter entitled “An LEditor's
J Room," in which S5ir Charles Gawvan
Duffy (the editor of this series), de-
scribing the literary projects of the
brilliant young writers whom he had
~ gathered around him in e Nation
":".,- office, just half a century ago, enu-
. merates the volumes — biographical,
historical and literary—they had in-
tended to contribute to “ The [rish Library,”

of which he was also the conductor. One
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of the books was a memoir of Bishop Doyle.
Daniel Owen Maddyn, author of freland and
s Rulers, and The Age of Pitt and For,
proposed to write the memoir. “Of all
modern lrishmen,” he said, * I think Dr, Doyle
the most admirable—a far greater nature,
though not a greater man, than OConnell”
But the editor of *The Irish Library” did
not give Maddyn the commission. *The
life of a Catholic bishop hy a writer who
had been, and had ceased to be, a Catholig,
would be an awkward experiment,” he thought,
Finally, John O'Hagan—then a young member
of the Irish Bar, but distinguizhed in recent years
as Mr. Justice O'Hagan, the first President of
the Land Commission Court under the Land
Act of 1881—undertook to write the memoir.
But the book was never com pleted. Unhappily,
some of the literary schemes of the Young
Irelanders were unfinished when their political
movement ended, in 1848, in an abortive insur-

rection,
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But the great ecclesiastic has not been till now
without a biographer. Br W. J. FitzPatrick,
LL.D., M.R.LA. whose death early this year
was a sad loss to Irish hiographical literature,
published in the "Sixties Fhe Life, Times, and
Correspondence of the Rkt Rev. Dy Daple,
in two volumes, to which | am indebted for the
chief facts of the Bishop's life, and for his letters
to politicians and private friends that I have
given in this study. I may add that [ wrote to
Mr. FitzPatrick for permission to avail myself
of the mass of information about Dr. Doyle
which he had collected with patient and labor-
jous research, extended over several years. He
willingly acceded to my request, and sent me,
besides, kindly and encouraging wishes that my
undertaking might be crowned with success
I have also derived the greatest assistance in
the writing of this book from the reports in
“ Hansard " of the debates on Irish questions in
the House of Commons during the hrst half of
the century, and from the Blue Books contain-



