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PREFACE.

Thie volame is the result of the Anthor's conviction
of the need of guch 2 work., On being ealled to teach
in the departmeont of Natural Theology., he found no
Text-Book in use in the Institution, and on inguiry,
none was fhnnd in the market, whish appeared to he
aufficiently adapted to the instrnction of a elags in Col-
lega, to justify its introduction. The consequence
was, the work of instruetion was nndertaken by means
of original Lectures, This process vevealed what ali
experienced teachers have found to be trae ; namely,
that it is difienlt for mest students to come to their
o recitations with good lessone. from the hearing of a
Fectare, read to them one or two days previously,
withont a Text-Book, that they can earry with them
into their private study. To vemove this difieulty,
the Lectures, fivet vead to o olage, have been revised,
end publisghed in this convenient fovm.

On the subject of merit, the Author will leave these
brief pages to speak for thomselves, only stating that
they teach what he ewrnestiy believes, and that he
tends nothing but* good in giving them to the
publie, '

It will be abserved by evory attentive reader, both
Christinn and Skeptic, that it has been the Aunthor’s
desizn to elabn;ﬂte a gystem of Naturdl Theology, in
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harmony with Revealed Relizion. This appesrs to
him to be best calenlated to secure the two most
important ends $o be reached by any systematio em-
bodiment of the prineiples of Natnral Theology.

L It the effort shall prove a euccess, a clear exhi-
bition of the harmeny between Natural and Revealed
Religion, will remove much prejndice against Natural
Theology as a seience, and exalt it in the estimation of
the Christian publie.

2. Such an exhibition of Natural Theology will tend
to lead Skeptios, who are interested in the stody of
Natural Relizgion, to examine the Seriptures, by which
they will be compelled to admit thet the Scriptures
teach the truth, so far as Natiral Religion reaches, or
that their bossted Reason plays filsely. The Author
is & believer in the Divine Inepiration of the Seriptores,
and has made them the sobject of his most intense
etudy for half a century.  Of course he eannot ignore
his Christian faith, in writing a small treatice on Nat-
aral Theology, '

With these remarks, his work is committed to the
Judgment of a candid public, hoping that it will be
found, as the Author intends ity to promote truth, and
supply 4 want in our Edycational Interests,

LUTHER LEE.

Apgrian Correar, Apkran, Michigan, Jan. 1, 1888.



NATURAL THECLOGY.

LECTURE I.

mrm e

THE BQIENCE DEFINED, THE FIELD IT OOCUPIES
MAREED OUT, AND ITS CUTILITY INDICATED,

L. The Seience of Natwial Theology Defined,

The word Theelogy iz derived from twoe Greek
worde, Theos, God, and Legos, Discourse ; heoce,
Theology denotes a disconrse relating to God ; but
in usage, it signifies the science which treats of the
existence, attribntes, character and government of
Grod, inclnding the obligations and duties of men
ag (tod’s creatures, and the subjects of his moral
rovernment,

The word Nuatural, as a prefix to Theology,
ptands opposed to Bupernatural ; hence, Natural
Theology is the science of Grod, as derived from the
revelations of Nature, without a enpernatural rev-
elation, such as is helieved to be contained in the
Seriptures,  If the Seripturss are #rue, and have
been derived in the manner which they claim for



