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CHAFPTER L
INTRODUCTORY.

Haviva been called upon to maintain cer-
tain statements which, in & recent publica-
tion,' I sdvanced with respect to infant
baptism, or else to retract them, I readily
undertake the former; snd shall, therefore,
in the ensuing treatise, endeavor to explain
myself, and to defend the positions then taken.
With this view, it will be proper first to recite
the paragraph which has been so strenuously
assailed. Itis as follows: * The Phdobaptists

'A Reply to Rev, Poter Clark's Twfence of Infant

Baptism. :
2 18



14 INTANT BAPTIEM A

are ever restless and uneasy, struggling to
sustain, if possible, their unscriptural practice
of infant baptism ; although it is no other than
a pillar of Popery; a corruption, by which
Antichrist has spread his baneful influence
over many nations; which forms the basis of
national churches and ecclesiastical establish-
ments; and which, uniting the church and the
world, binda them together so firmly, that
there can never be a full separation of the ona
from the other, nor any thorough reform in
religion, until it be wholly removed. Bat, al-
though it has o long and so largely obtained,
and still does obtain, yet I believe, with a firm
and unshaken faith, that the timeis hastening
on, when it will no more be practised in the
world; when churches will be formed on the
model ordained by Christ, and obzerved hy the
Apostlea; when the doctrines and discipline of
the Gospel will be restored to their primitive
purity and lustre; and when the ordinances
of baptism and the Lord’s supper will be ad-
ministered' a3 they were first delivered, clear
from all the swoperetitions admixtures with-
which Ister times lave defaced them. All
this, I am persuaded, will be accomplighed,
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when the Lord shali be King over all the
earth, and there shall be one Lord, and His
DAME OT8,

The paragraph, thus cited, consists of several
distinet propoeitions, which I shall endeavor,
in the following chapters, to elucidate and
establish. And if, in the course of the investi-
gation, any thing should be said that may
seem to savor of severity, let it be remem-
bered that all my remarks are directed against
infant baptism itself, and not against the indi-
viduals who practice it. For the evangelical
denominations adhering to this custom, I
cherish the highest regard. T recognize them
as members of the body of Christ, and fel-

low heira with the saints. I rejoice in their
~ general advocacy of the doctrines of the Gos- -
pel; in their Christian spirit; in their un-
wearied labore to extend the kingdom of the
Redeewer. But while I love and venerate
them for their many excellencies, I do not the
less deplore the one error by which those ex-
cellencies are sullied. And 1 deplere it, not
because it is fatal to their piety, and will ulti-
mately bar them out of heaven; but because,
however honestly held, it mnevertheless dis-
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honors the anthority of the Baviour whom they
profesa to cbey, hinders the snpremacy of His
laws, and counteracts their own efforts to pro-
mote it. May *the Bpirit of truth” so en-
lighten our minds, that we shall all know and
receive “the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth.”




