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FREFACE

The purpose of this study is to present a survey of com-
temporaneous tendencies in the teaching of spelling, It is a
summary of the situation in which the elementary teacher finds
himself, with some explanation of the forces, traditional and
radical, which have moulded it. No attempt is made to deal
with every controversy or problem; space would not permit.
Merely the more important factors have been analyzed, for
these establish the structure of owr difficulties. When these are
understood the lesser problems find a ready explanation.

Our traditions are frequently very insistent. Often a single
mode of teaching will completely subordinate other supplemental
means. No less dominating is reform, with its passion for the
particular idea to which it has gttached itself. The result is
that teachers standing in the midst of many practical pressures,
are not always able to comprehend the sitwation as a whole,
to view each particular tendency in its relative place and com-
plete setting. This review is designed to offer the necessary
perspective. It outlines the major controversies, traces their
recent evolution, and gives some eritical estimate of their worth.

The whole effort of the study is to study a live situation, for
institutional customs have an active moulding power. Lay.
a wide reform upon the school, and the result will always be
somewhat disappointing to the reformer. The tradition upon
which reform has been laid i3 not static; it has force and
maodifies every new idea. There are lines of most and least
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resistance in every institution and these must be taken into

account in any progressive policy, for history is not the past

devitalized at the present; it_is the future in germ and about

to be projected. For this reason, the historical method is used

throughout. Nothing illuminates the present as an understand-

ing of immediately preceding situations. Any basic interpreta-

tion of to-day’s practices is dependent upon 2 comprehension of .
yesterday's.

if the basic method emphasized is historical, the critical
method of the philosopher of education has been everywhere
superimposed. For mere facts must be evaluated, expressed
in terms of their significance for the school's purposes and given
a relative worth in the whole scheme of teaching methods.
Hence modern sociology and psychology, and the other studies
from which education gains its partial scientific criticisms and
sanctions, have offered standards for measuring the worth of
classroom teaching. And then, too, the philosophy of educa-
tion, just because it views education as a whole from norms
erected by its own situation, reveals many inconsistencies, over-
emphases, and false relations, readily perceived if the elements
of the situation are seen in their total setting. Hence the study
goes beyond a simple historical tracing of particular methods
and a descriptive statement of the manner in which these are
operative in the present. It is comstructive in that it suggests
the particular function of each method and the manner in which
these are to supplement each other in the whole work of instruct-
ing children in spelling.

Inevitably the gaps in our knowledge are revealed. Not all
the experience we have can interpret the whole gtory. The
empirical discoveries of the teacher, presented in Dedagogical
tradition, and the criticisms of the analysist, stated in current
theory, fall short of completeness. There is need of a more |
minute and accurate evaluation of teaching methods which only
the experimentalists in teaching can give us. For them this
study will have worth. It will point the issues which are of
practical concern and suggest the definite bits of truth which
must be known before we can progress rationally. It is far
better that the educational psychologist and the comparative
experimentalist in teaching study the issues which are real
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to the professional teachers, His results will then be more
readily heeded by the great masses of teachers, for the facts
revealed by his inquiries will be eagerly received and applied.

It is hoped, therefore, that the monograph here presented will
assist in the improvement of our methods of teaching spelling:
(1) directly, by giving a2 wider comprehension of the tendencies
now effective in our spelling situation; and (2) indirectly, by
suggesting a series of practical problems that require the scien-
tific con*ributions of the experimentalists in teaching.
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