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GENERAL INTRODUCTION TO THE
MODERN CRIMINAL SCIENCE SERIES.

At the National Conference of Criminal Law and Crim-
inology, held in Chieago, at Northwestern Universily, n
June, 1909, the American Institute of Criminal Law and
Criminology was organized; and, as a part of its work, the
following resolution was passed:

“ Whereas, it is cxeceedingly desirnble that important
treatises on eriminology in foreign languages be made readily
peeessible in the English languape, Resolved, that the presi-
dent appoint a committee of five with power to select such
treatises as in their judgment should be translated, and to
arrange for their publication.”

The Commities appointed under this Resolution has made
eareful investigalion of the literalure of the subject; and has
consulted by [requent correspondence. It has selected
several works from among the mass of materizl, It has
artanged with publisher, with authors, and with transla-
tors, for the immediate undertaking and rapid progress of
the task. It realizes the necessity of educating the profes-
sions and the public by the wide diffusion of information on
“this subject. It desires here to explain the considerations
which have moved il in seeking to select the treatises best
adapted to the purpose.

For the community at large, it is important to recognize
that eriminal science is a larger thing than criminal law.
The legal profession in particular has a duty to familiarize
itself with the principles of that scienve, as the sole means
for intelligent and systematie improvement of the criminal
law,



viii GENERAL INTRODUCTION

Two centuries ago, while modern medical science was still
young, medieal practitioners proceeded upon two general
assumptions: one as to the couse of disease, the other as to
its treatment.  As to the eause of disease, — disease was sent
by the inserutable will of God. No man could fathom that
will, nor its urbitrary operation. As to the treatment of
disease, there were believed to be a few, remedial agents of
universal efficacy. Calomel and blood-letting, for example,
were two of the principal ones. A larger or smaller dose of
calomel, a greater or less quanlity of bloodletting, — this
blindly indiscriminate mode of treatment was regarded as
orthodox for all commoen varieties of ailment. And so his
calomel pill and his bloodletting lancet were carried every-
where with him by the doclor.

Nowadays, all this is past, in medical science. As to the
causes of disease, we know that they are facts of nature,
— various, but distinguishable by diagnosis and research,
and more or less capable of prevention or eontrol or counter-
action. As to the trentment, we now know that there are
various specific modes of treatment for specific causes or
symptoms, and that the treatment must be adapted to the
cause, In short, the individualization of disease, in cause and
in treatment, is the dominant truth of modern medical scicuce,

The same truth is now known about crime; but the under-
standing and the application of it are just opening upon us.
The old and still dominant thought is, as to cause, that a
crime is caused by the inserutable moral free will of the human
being, doing or not daing the crime, just as it pleases; abso-
lutely free in advance, at any moment of time, to choose or
not to choose the criminal act, and therefore in itself the
sole and ultimate ecause of crime. As to treatment, there
still are just two traditional measures, used in varving doses
for all kinds of erime and all kinds of persons, — juil, or a
fine (for death i3 now employed in rare cases only). But
modern science, here as in medicine, recognizes thut erime



