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THE

REFORMATION IN NAVARRE.

CHAFTER L

MARGUERITE DE VALOIS ET D'ALENCON,
QUEEN OF NAVARRE.

T doctrines of the Reformation were early dis-
seminated in France, where meany picus and
enquiring minds, disgusted by the general laxity
of clerical manners, and revolting from a mental
subserviency to an ignorant priesthood, had already
become desirous to receive, if not to attempt re-
form. A conviction appears to have impressed
those, who were thus weakened in clerical al-
legiance, that the doctrines professed and taught
by a demoralized clergy, must either be erroneous

1% I s eorruption dea mosars, la dissipation, le jen, wvarice,
Pignorince et Poisivetd parmi fes sccleaiastiques furent les avant.
coareurs de ce schisme.' Bordemawve, Elat des Eglises, ¥c.
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2 CHAPTEER 1.

or not have been brought forward to their full
extent. The principle was the same: the repres-
sion of truth must either produce or advance error,
It struck obviously on the opening intellect of the
age, and roused enquiries, which, however, were
left unsatisfied, from the difficulty of attaining
information, since the Romish church had closed
up the only source of truth. The full and broad
flood of Gospel light which beamedan such minds,
when Luther and his brother reformers broke
down the barriers which had excluded it, was
truly genial in its influence. As the holy light
rose on the nations, though the great masses of
ignorance and superstition stood unpenetrated and
darkening all within their shadow, yet the rays
shot hither and thither on many *a happy val-
ley; —mind after mind was enlightened, heart
after heart was warmed. In po part of Europe
was this renovating influence more rapidly and
consentaneously experienced than in the south-
west provinces of Franee, lying between the
Garonne and the Pyrenneés. ' This extensive
tract of country had, formerly, been governed by
petty but independent princes, the Counts of Foix,
Béarn, &ec. but, at the commencement of the
sixteenth century, was under the dominion of the
house of Albret: Jean d’Albret (the first of that
name) having by his marriage with Catharine de



MARGUERITE DE VALOIS. 3

Foix, obtained the crown of Navarre, of which
kingdom these provinces formed a principal part.
In the year 1512, Jean d'Albret the 2Znd, (son of
the preceding) was excommunicated by Pope
Jubius II. as an adherent to the council of Pisa,
which had been convoked against the decrees and
interests of that pontiff. Three centuries pre-
viously, one of Jean d’Albret's maternal ancestors,
Gagton, Vicomte de Béarn, had been equally dis-
tinguished by the rational glory of Popish excom-
munication. He had allied himself with the
Comte de Thoulouse in defending the persecuted
Albigenses,

By the Bull which Julins II, issued against
Jean d’ , the kingdom of the latter was de-
glared forfeited, and given to the first who could
seize it. Ferdinand of Spain gladly availed him-
self of this licence, and forthwith took possession
of High Navarre, or that portion of the Navarrese
domain which lay on the southern side of the
Pyrennets, The loss of this territory, which has
ever mince remained aonexed to the crown of
Spain, was not & circumstance lLikely to dispose
the king of Navarre to a more amicable feeling
towards the head of the Roman church, His
successors inherited this aversion, though it did
not break out into open opposition to the Romish
doctrines till the reign of Henry d'Albret the 2nd.
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4 CHAPTER I.

It was during the earlier period of his reign that
Luther's opinions became generally promulgated.
In France, as we have already observed, these
opinions were eagerly received by many; by none
with more devoted earnestness of heart and head
than Marguerite of Valois, Duchess d'Alengon,
and sister of Framcis the Ist of France. This
amiable, intelligent, - and accomplished Princess
was the danghter of Charles d'Orleans, Comte
d'Angouleme, and of Louise of Savoy. She waa
born at Angouleme on the 11th of April, 1402,
On the death of her father in 1496, Marguerite,
with her mother, brother, and sister, were taken
under the protection of the French court, and pro-
vided with the most ample means of instruction
which that age afforded. Marguerite early dis-
tinguished herself by a love of study. She ac-
quired a thorough knowledge of the Italian and
Spanish languages, and is even said to have taken
lessons in Hebrew from Paul Paradis, a celebrated
scholar of that day. But it was not only by the
embellishments of education that she was distin-
guished ; she had & natural elegance of mind, a
quick and judicious perception, which, joined to a
peculiar sensitiveness of feeling, produced strength
and rectitude of thinking, and established her
character as a sensible and amiable woman. Her
early piety was remarkable, the more so0, since she



