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THE SCYTHIC RACES

TILI. THE

FALL OF THE WESTERN EMPIRE.

§ 1. Tax term  Boythic ” haa been at different times applied
to nations in Horope and Asia on various grounds; of com-
mon nomadic habits; of geographical position; of supposad
ethnological affinity. In this Fassay it must be understood to
include three classes of communities ; first, the Scythians so-
called by Herodotus ; secondly, tribes nearly akin in race to the
sbove; thirdly, mixed peoples, of which Scythians conatituted
= considerable element. '

As the above description does not fix the extension of the
name 8o definitely s could be desired, it is necessary to state
why it is adopted here. This name was firat introdoced by the
Greek coloniets in the Enxine. Owur authority for their notion
of it is Herodotus, Therefore that use of the word is historically
correct which is based upon the notion of Herodotua.

Again, this nse of ths word is the only one which does not
totally conflict with some one or other of its later meanings,
Theso either harmoniza with Herodotus, or contain oxtensions
or inferences from the view which he represenia ; tmt they are
inconsistent with one another. This will appear from a brief
review of the meaning of the word in subsecuent geographers,
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2 THE SOYTHIO EAQES.

end other writers who epoke the opinion of their own times, and
not in artificial or historieal lsmguage. According to Birabo,
the world was divided by Ephorus among four nations, Scyths,
Celis, Athiops, and Indians; that is to say, already in the
early part of the fourth century p.c. the name of the furthest
nation to the North-east swith which the Greeks were in contact
was applied to the whole of the tribes beyond it on the North
and on the East. Four centuries later, Strabo himself states
that Scythians were found eouth of the Danube; but that
SBeythia proper extended, the Lesser from the Danube and
Dnisster to the Borysthenes, and the Gredtor from the Borys-
thenes onward.

Soon after Strabo lived Pomponins Mela and Pliny, who
exhibit the more vague opinion held by Romans, and formed at
a period when Sarmatians were already predominant in Western
Boythia, Mela divides Asin into three belts, Seyth® in the
North, Bersa in the centre, and Indi in the South, In Furope,
Sarmatis extends from the Denube to the Asiatic Boythia,
meeting the latter at the north of the Caspian; but there is
also 8 Furopean Beythia (apparently enclosed by Barmatia),
which extends from the Tanais to “the centre of the Hoxine
coast,” The statement of Pliny is well known, that the name
of Scythians (mesning perhaps the nation) had pessed into
those of Sarmatisn and German; and the term was then only
spplied to the most remote tribes of these two countries.

In the middle of the second century 4.p., the name of Seythia
88 & goographical division of Furope had been lost in Greece.
The Scythis of Ptolemy is Asiatic; but he mentions a nation
in European Sarmatia, called "Ahalves Zxifas, who lived inland
sbove the Palus Meotis, About the same period Lueian, in his
dialogues of Toxaris and Beythes, spenks of the Scythians as a
nation whose position (abont the Sea of Azef) needed no
historieal explanstion, but was well known to the people for
whom he wrote,

At the time of Ammianus the leading race are once mere



. THE SOYTHIQ RACES. 3

Beythe, and thorefore the region resumes the nume of Scythia;
80 that the later Groek writors call its inhabitants, even in the
preceding” period, by the geographical neme of Beythians.
Jornandes does the same, procesding further to conmeet with
thess peographical Scyths {the Goths) all the old talss which
were found in Herodotus or elsewhere of the original possessors
of the name. In & similar epirit, Pinkerton, at the close of the
éighteenth century, apologizes to his better-informed readers for
bringing forward any proef of the identity between Getem,
Goths, and Seythians.

There is a very simple progress in the history of the word.
The most prominent nation gives iia name to the surronnding
districts and to the whole unknown conntry behind. First the
name is Scythia, then Barmatis, then Soythis sgain, Thers
wounld be Sarmatians in the Scythia of Ephorns, but they wonld
also bhe geographically Beyths ; there are Taurvseythm and
Alanni within Prolemy’s SBarmatis; and the Seythia of the late
empire professes to be no more than geographical.

If it is necessary to refor our extension of ihis term to that
in which it was employed by the people who infroduced it, the
following gueations saggest themselves :—

I. What actoal information do we posseas about the compass
of Scythia in the time of the early Greek colonists !

II. What indications of the affinitics of the people are to be
gothered from this information ?

II1. Are these indications supported by the traditions of their
previous history ; traditions either based on faet, or merely con-
stituting concrete statements of the helief of later times ?

§ 2. Although the geography of Seythia in Herodetus pre-
gents some difficulties which cannot be discussed hers, yet he
had seen the country, st least s far as Olbia’, sud no douby

_furnishea a faithful ececunt of what he heard from the months
of Scythians and of Greek traders. Inland, north of the Crimes,
were two nations most expressly distingnished from the Sey-

! Ha had also gous some distancs inland (iv. 81}
532



4 THE SCYTHIC RACES.

thians, whom however they resembled, one in dress, the other
in manners. These wore 'Avlpeddyor and Mehdyyhawor, The
langnage of Herodotus is so clear as to forbid any supposition
of affinity here. The other boundaries, respecting which
Herodotus i8 less positive, {for he only calls them boundaries of
his squara tervitory of Scythis, not expressly of the Beythian
nation), are os follows, The Danube passes from Thrace into
Beythia; its mouth, which is eastward, being in Bcythia? (iv. 89).
Accurately speaking, Thrace i3 the limif, and not the Danube,
North of the Danube, a little higher up, were the Sigynneo®, then
Agathyrsi, and so forth, FEastward, Seythia extended io the
Tanais, supposed by Lindner to be the Donetz, & western
tributery of the Don, continued to the mouth of the Don; by
others, to be a confusion betwean Don and Volga ; most prabably
the Don in all strictness, Within these limits cortain non-
Soythio populations ocour : firet, the Greeks, who were in con-
tact with Hellenized Beythians, called Callipide, above Olbia;
secondly, the Tauri, expressly stated to be of & different race,
inhabited the south-eastern part of the peninsuls called
Chersoneaus Teurica. . Beyond Beythia were certain Beythian
nations ; the Soythes who had seceded from the Royal tribe,
east of the upper Tanais; probably also the Budini®, for the
Gelon, from contact with them, had adopted a language half
Greek and half Scythian ; lastly, the Searometes, north-east of
the Bea of Azof, apcke a corvupt Soythian, and the Empire of
Dariua includes Sacm, who, says Herodotus, are Amyrgisn
Beythians, Beaides all thess, the Neuri, Melanchleeni, and also
he Massagets® on the Araxes, resemble the Scythians in menners.

" Cf. supra (pagn 2, top). In Birabo's time there were nomad Seythisns sooth of
the Danube, sbont Tomi and Disnysopalis.

# In Hdt. iv. 48, the Bigynnem appear to be induded in J Invioeh; or they may
have beem nitnated on the Jower course of some of the five Seythinn tributarics ;
whilat the upper parts at least of all thess ware in Scytlia.

4 This may be only loosa language in Hoodous; a8 ho saya also that the Boding
wera redheired, and sutochthonous,  But he appears to have reganded the Geloni
na in the boginning wxclusivaly Greek ; if so, he probably considersd the Budini to
be Soythic ; incorrectly, as will oppesr in (he vagael. * Hdt, L 201. 215,



