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THIS VOLUME, GLEANED AMID THE 1ENGTHENING SHADOWS OF
LIFE, 18 AFFECTIONATELY TNSCRIBED T
ARTHUR ILATHAM PERRY,

WITH 'lilrﬂi.'li'l.f:I IN THE FIRST ENTHUS1ASM OF ]:'.FFGRT, 1
OPENED MY INQUIRIES INTY THIS CLASS OF
SUEJECTS.
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PREFACE.

THoOUGH the work here offered the public is termed
Sociology, it does not promise a full and systematic dis-
cussion of the subject. Its aim is more simple and nar-
row. It passes familiar principles, and principles to
which the author can make no important additions, and
concentrates attention on points at which he is best able
to reward it: and this with only secondary reference to
reneral symmetry. Therc is in the book a constant un-
willingness to accumulate material of no new value.

The work is, however, a sociology in the fact that all
its discussions tend to outline the entire field, and to
aive, in their relation to cach other, the distinct depart-
ments which it embraces. While thearetical complete-
ness is by no means a matter of indifference in this trea-
tise, there is a predominant interest in questions of imme-
diate moment to society. Not much is attempted by
way of formal inductive proof. The mind is easily mis-
led by the appearance of this proof, when it is really
wanting. The facts of society cover so large a ficld, and
are so flexible in interpretation, that it is not difficult to
marshal them in considerable numbers in behall of any
fairly rational statement. Falstall's ragged regiment
can be picked up by the roadside. These promiscuous
facts have more effect on the mind than propesly belongs
to them.

No proof can rest ultimately on simple facts as facts.
It must lie in their interpretation, their rational rendering.
That view which broadly covers human experience, and
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gives to it the licht of fitting ideas, is thereby proved.
It, and it only, addresses itself to rational insight and
satisfies it. A good deal, therefore, which to the empir-
ical mind may seem to be proof is not proof, and much
that seems to it simple assertion carries with it the most
complete authority.  What we have to say will occasion-
ally come under this condemnation of lacking proof,
simply because the proofl we rely on is the coherent con-
nection of ideas, and the suitablencss of these ideas to
the facts which they cover. This suitableness will not
show itself as a contact cstablished here and there with
human experience, but as a broad conformity to it over
wide surfaces. Whether the idea offered gives light, each
man must decide for himself ; and if it gives light it will
not be necessary often to say : Behold, this and this are
now visible,

Cur facts will be chiefly used as illustrations, making
the idea more plain, The proof must stand forth in its
own light, and in the reflected light of the manifold
things illuminated by it. While we believe most de-
voutly in an empirical method as bringing to speculation
its only safe lines of thought, and its only sufficient cor-
rections within those lnes, we must still think that the
mind is satisfied only with its own fruits ; that the ulti-
mate is made ultimate by the mind itself, is the simple
assurance of intellectual vision. Light soopens the world
that we have only occasion to see by means of it ; and il
we see, we shall ask no farther proof of the light which
makes the revelation.

In this work 1 have again done what I have already
been criticised for doing: I have covered a large field
suggestively, rather than a narrow field exhaustively.
Something is due to one's habit of mind in choice of
method. I think alse that this method is often to be



