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PREFACE.

I'our years ago I ventured to publish a small
work treating of the higtory and mode of conduct-
ing certain agricultural enterprizes in India, in
which the people of Ingland ave interested. Not
expecting that the subjeet, notwithstanding its
umportance, would prove very attractive to the Eng-
lish public, the edition was small, and the book was
soon out of print, It was reviewed, however, very
cenerally, and its reviewers, az o rule, were far
more kind and considerate i their estimates of any
little merit the work may have possessed, and
far more lenient to its many defects, than I had
anticipated they would be, or indced than T had any
richt to expect. Some portions of the subject I
ventured to discuss were very difficult, particularly
those i:;volving considerations of the land tenure in
India, and the duties and oblications of Government
in regard to the development of the wealth of the
country. My views on many points were opposed
to received opinions in Evgland ; and some of my
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critics considered them at variance with sound prin-
ciples of politieal economy, and consequently erro-
neous. I wasnot surprised at this; and had there-
fore no complaint to make against it. My chief
ohject in writing at all wag, that 1 believed then, as
T believe still, that though the principles of political
economy are the same all over the world, it is to
their judicious application to the circumstances and
conditions of things around us, rather than to a
blind adherence to the hald principles of the science
itself, that we must look for the happiest results. I
thought, therefore, that I might serve some useful
purpose by attempting to show how widely different
are the conditions and cirewmstances of this great
Empire and its peoples to the conditions and ecir-
eumstances of Kurope and the peoples of any of the
grcat mations it contuins ; and how it was the in-
ability of Lnglishmen generally to appreciate this
faet, which rendered so many well coneeived projects
for the benefit of Indin barren of pood results.

If, however, the many objected to my notions of
what was good for India and her people, and diflered
from me in my opmion as to what, as between her
people and the dominant race, was equitable and

just, there were o fow, sud amongst them those
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whom, from their better acquaintance with the social
systems of Oriental peoples, I might naturally have
looked for a closer sympathy with the subjects I
ventured to discuss, who begged me to publish a
second edition. The book had no literary merit,
and my object in publishing it was not to court
literary fame. I sought rather to render my ex-
periences of a eountry and a people, and their insti-
tutions, which it is admitted onall sides Englishmen
find it so very diflienlt to understand, useful to the
many, who, whether resident in Indin or elsewhere,
have not had equally good opportunities of observa-
tion with myself. Bt the demand for the work had
not been such as to imduce me to suppose that it
would be widely vead, and I did not therefore fur-
ther obtrnde my opinions on the public.
Circnmstances however have altered materially
sinee then. When my Review was written (1862),
the operatives of the manufacturing districts of
England were suffering from the severities of the
famine which followed the stoppage of the cotton
supplies which ensued on the breaking out of the
American war. A cry had been raised in England
with the view of inducing Her Majesty’s Govern-

ment to compel the natives of India fo grow sufh-
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cient cotton to keep the looms of Manchester and
Laneashire in full work, and thus save the trade of
the cotton spinners from rain, and the operatives
from starvation. DBut no guarantee was offered that
the cotton would be bought when grown, nor any fore-
thonght or regard shown for the lamentable conse-
quences that would have overtaken the people of
India, if millions of acres of land having been
sown with cotton, the American war should have
ceaser before the erop was reaped.

T had hoped that some more solid benefit to
India than enriching the cotton dealers of Bombay
would have resulfed from the eircumstances of Iing-
land in 1862 ; but unfortunately those who pressed
their views in the direction above-mentioned on Lord
Halifax (then 8ir Charles Wood), while thousands
of their countrymen were suflering from want around
them, had not any more practical measures to
propose for the regeneration of the agricultural
interests of this country, and for the relief of the
poor starving operatives ot their doors, than dis-
eugsions on the ablsteaet prineiples of politieal
economy. I had hoped also that the lesson which
experience had taught, and T had humbly laboured

to expound in 1862, if read at all, would not be
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uuﬁmdu-:lim of beneficial results from a different
point of view. I had hoped, for famine was then
stalking sbroad in this counfry, that the great
want of India, o comprehensive system of canals
and works of irrigation and drainage, to save rich
provinces from devastation and their populations
from frequent decimation, would leng have heen
taken into serious consideration; that the orders
recarding the redemption and permanent settle-
ment of the land revenue would have been re-con-
sidered ; und that some amchoration would have
been made in the laws which are now yearly
impoverishing India, by suflering an appreciable
portion of the population—her most precious wealth
—to be transported to foreigm landa,

But my hopes were not realized. A terrible
famine visited Orissa, a rich and populous Provinee,
and parts of Lower Dengal, last year. When at
its height, when the people were dying of starvation
at the rate, it is soid, of four thousand a week, In
the year 18G0, the authorities, who held in their
keeping the land revenues of Bengal, adopted a
course very similar to that adopted by the cotton

spinners of Manchester in 1862, At the time the



