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INTRODUCTOLY XNOTE

Tz islogues of Plato have been grouped tegether
in this litile volume as their subject or arcoment
geemed to suil the requirements of the Chapler in
which they will be found, withon! regard te chrono-
logieal ender,  XNor has the vexed guestion of the
“ Platemic Canon,” or what are or are not the gen-
ning works of Plate, besn entered upom in these
pages.  All the Dinlooues atiributed to him in
Stallboum’s edition ove accepted liere, and dizeuseed
with more or less Toevity, as their inferest for ihe
ceneral reader seemed to require.

The writer dezivez to express his deep aense of Lis
obligations to Professor Jowett for permission to use
lis wvalualle tranzlatiom of Plato, fron which wmost
of the quotations found in the text {incleding the

ixtraets mmked 00"} have been  made. Those
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vl INTRONECTORYT NOTE.

warked 10" are takew from the teonelation of the
“ Republie™ by Mesars Davies and Vanghon,

The other authorities mos frecuently consulted are
Grote's f Plate and the other Comparions of Socrates,”
Whewell’s * Platomic Dialogues,' Zellor's © Soceates nod
the Socratic Sehools,” and the Histevies of Philosophy
by Bbauriee, Ritter, and Teberweg,

Tho writer also wishes to reeomd his sense of the
kindness of 11, W, Chandler {Woynllete I'rofessor of
Morsl Philosophy at Oxford), who was gocd enough
to read through the proofs of the fived four chapters of
this volwme,
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CHAPTER L

L1FE 0OF PLATO.

* Bagla 1 whiy poseost thaey abovn thak tomb,—
T4 what sublitne apd stary-peven bhone
Flnatest thon ¥
1 zm the firmge of groat Plake’ anteit,
Asehidioe henven | Albeng dochinhent |, .
1His eorpes bebow, '*
= Bt g raetaad Frov the Goeek Dy Shellap)

Prato was born at Foine in neo 4d0—the same year
that Perieles died—of a noble faunily which traced ita
descent from Codrus, the lost hero-Xking of Attica,
Little iz told us of his early years beyond zome stories
of the divinity which hedged him in hiz ehildhood,
and a drenm of Soerates,® in which he saw a cygnet

* Athemmns tells vs of another drean, By no tneens ao com-
plimentary to Plato, in whicl hiz spdeit nppearad to Boorates
in the form of a crow, which plantel its claws firmly in the
bald hewd of the philesopher, aml fapped its wings,  The ju-
tarpretation of this deeamn, neeording w Socrates (or Athenpens),
was, that Plate wonll tel] many lies about him.
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