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PREFACE.

THERE is, perhapa, no subject more interesting either
to the physiologist or general enquirer, than that
which embraces a consideration of the involuntary
acts of the mind upon the vitul organs and their
several funciions, The various emctions and gzen-
sations excited by these acts, are, indeed, in them-
selves, sufficiently attractive as matters of contem-
plation ; although, to the medical enquirer, pro-
bably less so, than the physical changes thet ave
produced in different parts of the body by their
agency. [t is, therefore, with these changes that
the author has principally occupied himself in the
follewing pages.

Of all the alterations resulting from mental emo-
tion, none are more surprising, or more worthy of
attentive consideration, then those which take place
in the Circulation of the Blood, The wonderful
infleence which the mind exerts on the movement
of the vital fluid (arresting its progress or increas-
ing its velocity according as the impressions made
are of a depressing or exciting nature) offers a wide
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and fruitful field of investigation, Impressed with
this idea, the suthor has been induced to direct his
attention particalarly to the phenomenon of Brusg-
1na, which, from its intimate connexion with the
Sympaihies in generel, will be found to afford more
ample scope for physiological enquiry thap might
at first sight be imagined. The close analogy be-
tween blushing and inflammation is also another
lipk in the chain of interest its investigation pre-
sents to the purely medical enquirer,

In those parts of ihe subject bearing especially on
Anatomy and Physiology, the author has had oc-
cagion, in geveral pluces, todissent from the opinions
of different writers on the same subject, and has
advanced other views. which uppear to him as more
tenable ; but he trusts he has always done this in a
tone of proper respect. His chief aim throughout
this little work has been to draw valid conclusions
from well authenticated facts, and by this means to
arrive at truths that may in time become of use to

science.

8, North Crescent, Badjord Square,
February 1835,
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