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. PREFACE

Haviwa, during my residence in Tndis, made numerous enquiries into
the Missionary Statistics of different parts of the country; and having
read much concerning the progrese of the gospel in Tanjore, Tinnevelly
and Travancore, I left Calcutta at the close of 1852, in order personally
to visit these localities, whose names have become so well known to the
christian church at large. My tour through the Presidency of Madras
oceupied the first three months of 1853. The farther T travelled and the
miore T saw of the Missions conducted by members of different Societies ;
the more deeply did I feel impressed with the extent, the variety and the
influence of the labours, which are carried on in South India for
the conversion of its idolatrons population. 'The farther I travelled, on
the other hand, the more deeply did I feel the immeasurable extent of
the ignorance and idolatry which yet exist. On my retarn to Calcutta
I delivered a short course of Lizcrurss, on the history, eendition, and
prospects of these various Missions. In publishing these lectures, I
desire earnestly to encourage the Church of Christ, from a sight of at-
tained sucoess, to pray and labour more earnestly for that which yet re-
mains. Even writers who have lived in India endeavour to depreciate the
work and the froits of Christian Missions. Would that such men would
first ponder the racrs which those Missions present for their considera.
tion. 'To furnish such facts is one chief object of this little sketch.
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