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PREFACE

Tuese letters, which appeared originally in
The Observer, are reproduced, with the kind
permission of Lord Northeliffe, at the request
of a number of people known and unknown
to me, who thought them worthy of preserva-
tion. A few corrections and expurgations
have been made, and they have been slightly
added to. Otherwise they stand as 1 wrote
them, partly while travelling abroad. If they
suffer from tantology, 1 would submit the
opinion of De Quineey, that in a newspaper
tautology is a virtue; as for the iterative
method, that, in dealing with a problem of this
nature, was part of my deliberate intention.
Since they were written a ealm has fallen
upon Europe; the relations between England,
Germany, and Franee have sensibly improved.

Not one whit the less the problem of power
v
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and Empire remains—1 elaim—as it 15 here
stated.

For the rest, as the German Queen,
“Great Catherine™ of PBusein, =aid: “All
politics ave based on the three words—cireum-
stance, conjecture and  conjuncture”  The
wise State provides accordingly.

Arpiat 1907,
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