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PREVFACE,

MacsBETH was printed for the first time in the folio of
i6z3, where it comes between Julms Cmsar and Huamlet,
and occupies pages 131-151. It is divided thromghost into
acts and scenes.  T'he text, though not so corrmt as that of
some other plays—Coriolanus for cxample—is yet in many
places very faulty, especially as vegards the divisioh of the
lines. Probably it was printel from a tradscoipt of the
author's M&,, which was in great part mat copicd from the
original but written to dictation. This 5 coofirmed by Lhe
fact that scveml of the most palpable hilunders goe blonders
of the ¢ar and pot of the eve, Here, as olséwhene, we have
great reason to join in the repret expressed by the editors of
the first folie, that the guthar did oot five to ¢ oversee® Lis
own works before they woere committed to the pros,

With regard to the time at wlich Blacheth wae weitten,
if we had the evidemee of style alone to gueide us, we should
assign it to a period when Shakespeare had attained the {ull

™ perfection of his powers. From the visipn of the eight Lings,
Iv. 1. 130,

1home 1 see
That two-fold balls aod treble seeptres camry,”

we learn further that it was preduced after the union of
the two kingdoms under Jomes I. We do not agree with
some ¢ritics in thinking that this allesion necessarily implies
that the play was produced immediately after that king's
accesion, because an event of such great moment sml cuch
permanent consequences would long continue to be precent
to the minds of men. Im act il 50, 3¢in the Poiter's speech,
b



i PFREEFACE,

Malone believed that the mention of the equivocator ‘who
committed treason enough for God's sake ' was suggested by
the trial of Garnett the Jesuity in Blarch 1666, for particlpa-
tion in the Gunpowder Plot, and that of the Tfarmer who
hanged biroself on the expectation of plenty,’ by the scarcity
of corn in the automn of the same vear. The latter reference
would be quite as apposite if we supposed it to be made to
the abundant harvest of any other year, and the Jesuit doc-
trine of equivocation was a2t all times so favourite a theme
of invective with Protestant preachers, that it could not but
be familiar to the public, who In those days frequented the
pulpit as assldusudy as the stage,

We have bowever a more precise indication in the Journal
af D, SBimon Forman (privately printed by Mre, Halliwell,
from a manusceipt in the Ashmolean Museum), who writes
as follows :—

‘In Macbeth, at the Globe, 1610, the 2oth of ﬁprll, Satur-
day, there was to be observed first how Macbeth and Banguo
two noblemen of Beotland, riding througk a wood, there
stood before them three women, faircs or nymphs, and sa-
luted Macheth, saying three tmes webo blm, Tail, Macbeth,
king of Cnder, for thou shalf be 2 King, bot shall beget no
Eings, &c. Then said Banguo, What, all to Macbeth and
nothing to me? Yes, sald the nymphs, Hail, to thee,
Banguo ; thou shall beget kings, yet be no king. . And so
1hey doparted, and came to the Coort of Scotland, to Duncan
king of Scots, and it was in the days of Edward the Con-
fessar, And Dhmcan bade them both kindly welcome, and
made Machueth [sic] forthwith Prince of Morthumberiand,
and sent him homie to bis own castle, and appointed Macheth
to provide for bim, for he would sup with him the next day
at night, and did s0. And Macbeth contrived to kill Duncan,
and through the persuasion of his wife did that night wmurder
the king in his own castle, being his guest,  And there were
many prodigies seen that night and the day before, And
when Macketh had murdered the king, the blpod on his
hands could not be wWashed off by any means, nor from his



PREFACE, vii

wife's hands, which handled the bloody daggers in hiding
them, by which means they became hoth much amazed and
affronted. The murder heing known, Duncan’s two sons fled,
the one to England, the [ather to] Wales, to save themnselves;
they Leing fled, they were supposed guilty of the murder
of ther fa'l']'ll!':‘j which was nothing s0.  Then was Machetly
crovwned king, and then he for fear of Bangoo, his old com-
panion, that he shoold beget kings but be no king himsclf,
he cemtrlved the death of Banque, and caused him to be
riurdered on the way as he rode. The next night, being at
supper with his noblemen, whom he had bid to a [eact, to
the which alas Pangno should have come, he began Lo speak
of noble Bangue, and to wish that he were there. And as he
thus did, standing up to drink & careuse to him, the ghost of
Eanquo came and sat down n his chair bekind him. And
he, tarning abouot to it down again, saw the ghost of Bangqua
which fronted him so, that ke fell in a gprest passion of {ear
and fory, uttering many words about his murder, by which,
when they heard that Banquo was murdered, thoy suspected
Macbeth. Then Macduff fied to England te the king's son,
and so they raised an army and came jnto Scotland, and at
Punscenanyst oserthrgw Macheth, In the mean time,
‘while Macduff was In England, Macheth stew Maecdufi's wife
and children, and afier, in the battle, Macduff slew Macbeth.
Obeerve also how Macheth's queen did rise in the night in
her sleep, and walked, and talked and coafessed all, :1.111:] the
Doctor noted her words.”

‘We have given the foregoing passage with modern spelling
and punctustion, We learn from it that Dr. Forman saw
Macheth for the first time on April 20, 1610, In 2l pro-
bahility it was then a new play, otherwise he would scarcely
have becn at the palns to make an elaborate summary of is
plot. And in those deys the demand for and the supply of
new plays were 50 great, that even the most popular play had
not sueh a “run’ nor was so frequently @ revived” as 2t present.
Besides, as we have shown, there v nothing to Justify the in-
ference, still less to prove, that Machbeth was produced at an
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