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Introduction

It is indeed a pleasure to write an in-
troduetion for a colleetion of tales by
Mr. H. D. Umbstaetter. His stories
are ** Black Cat '’ stories, and by such
designation i8 meant much, The field
of the * Black Cat ' is unique, and a
‘““ Black Cat” story is a story apart
from all other short stories. While Mr.
Umbstaetter may not have originated
such a type of story, he made such a
type possible, and made many a writer
possible, I know he made me possible.
He saved my literary life, if he did not
save my literal life. And I think he
was guilty of this second crime, too.

For months, without the smallest
particle of experience, I had been at-
tempting to write something market-
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ahle. Iverything I possessed was in
pawn, and I did not have enough fo eat.
I was sick, mentally and physically,
from lack of nourishment. I had once
read in a Sunday supplement that the
minimum rafe paid by the magazines
was ten dollars per thousand words.
But during all the months deveted to
storming the magazine field, I had re-
¢eived back only manuseripts. Still T
believed implicitly what I had read in
the Sunday snpplement.

As 1 say, I was at the end of my
tether, bealen out, starved, ready to go
bhack to coal-shoveling or ahead to sui-
cide. Being very sick in mind and
hody, the ehance was in favor of my
self-destruetion. And then, one morn-
ing, I received a short, thin letter from
a magazine. This magazine had a na-
tional reputation. If had been founded
by Bret Tarte. Tt sold for twenty-five
cents a copy. It held a four-thousand-
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word story of mine, ** To the Man on
Trail.” I was modest. As I tore the
envelope across the end, I expected to
find a cheek for no more than forty dol-
lars. Imstead, I was coldly informed
(by the Assistant Sub-seissors, I imag-
ine), that my story was ** available "’
and that on publication 1 would be paid
for it the sum of five dollars,

The end was in sight. The Sunday
supplement had lied. I was finished—
finished as only a very young, very sick,
and very hungry young man could be.
I planned —I was too miserable to plan
anything save that I would never write
again. And then, that same day, that
very aftermoon, the mail brought a
short, thin letter from Mr. Umbstaetter
of the ** Black Cat.”” He told me that
the four-thousand-word story sub-
mitted to him was more lengthy than
strengthy, but that if I would give per-
mission to eut it in half, he would im-
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