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PREFACE

HE object of the following sketch is to illustrate

the effect of the Puritan Revolution upon the Church
of England and upon the Universities as institutions
closely connected with the Church. In pursuing this
purpose I have had in mind the immediate and material
results of the revelution rather than the influence exercised
upon religions thought, upon the future history of parties
within the Church, or upon the relations of the Church
to Dissent. | have not attempted, except by way of the
shortest possible introduction, to analyse the development
of the Puritan movement or to trace the steps which
brought it into conflict with the school of Archbishop
Laud—a field which has provided ample material for
independent investigation. My alm has been to collect
evidence descriptive of the methods by means of which
the revolution was accomplished and generally illustrative
of the outward aspects of the Puritan regime. I in the
course of the diseussion I have touched upon matters
of polemical interest it has not been with the object of
providing weapons to the armoury of cither side in the
dispute.
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I am very deeply indebted to Professor Firth for
giving me access to some valuable notes and for his
penerous  assistance at all times. To the Venerable
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a work with the conclusions of which he did not always
agree,
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CHAPTER 1
THE PRELUDE

Tur brief period of Puritan ascendency which
succeeded the Great Civil War forms the concluding
phase of what has generally been regarded as a distinct
epoch in English ececlesiastical history.  But though
a revolution which saw the overthrow of episcopal
government, the abolition of the liturgy of the English
Church, and the deprivation of a third of its ordained
ministers is obviously a subject which cannot be described
without reference to the events which preceded it, yet
the whole history of the Puritan movement is so complex
that an attemnpt to summarise the cavses and tendencies
iz a task of no ordinary difficulty.

One is faced ar the outset by the question of
terminalogy. The name " Puritan,” by which we are
accustomed to designate the forces which lay at the
back of a gr.::m; religi{:us anil suci.al uphr_a'.ral is {te.:u:,'lf'

mea.mng “hl.c:h 15 hl.!:-t-ﬂ'l’lﬂdu'n' the least 1mpi=rl:’mt Tn

“modern ears the word naturﬂlh suggests the dour look

and the sombre habig, familiar in fiction and in art. as

typifying an austere code of morals and 4 barsh and

narrow outlook upon life.  But though this view of

Puritanism as a social and moral force is a direct
T P, 1



