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Editor's Pée;fac&

The November revelution in Cermany in 1913 marked
the beginning of the era of Sccialism. Sccialism and So-
cialisafion are the caichwords of the hour. But what does
Socialism signify? It is urgently necessary that everyoue,
and not merely the mtellectuals, should become familiar
with ‘the fundamenial teachings of  Socialism.

B wﬂ%@ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂw wiso
was hom in Treves in 1818, and who died in London in 1883,

The fundamenial teachinpgs of Socializm are confaived: in
Marx’s principal work: Lgs Kapifel. 1t is therefore io-
day the imperative dufy of cveryone who is anxious fo un-
derstand fhe trend of our preseni socis]l development — and
@ forieriori of everyone desirous of confributing aclively fo
such development — to acguice 4 knowledge of that work.

But this duty is by uo means easy to fulfil. Whoever
withes ty read Maryg's Cepife?, encounlérs 3 superahundance
of difficutties. We may, indeed, go furfher, and szay thati
it is guite incgmprehensible for the layman. And the nia-
jority of mankind are composed of laymen.

In the first place there ig the enormous size r.ri the
work — not less than 2200 large prinied pages filling (hree
volumes, Who can he. expected fo read this, if he be nat
a specialist in political economy, amd if he have profes.
sivpal business to attend fo? Secondly, there is Marx's man-
ner of expressing himself, which is oocommenly difficalt
to grasp. Syeophants, zoxiouz {o praise everything done
by a great man, have maintained thal Marx's style is clear,

‘precise, and easy of comprehenzion, This does nol even hold

good of his short essays destined for newspapers.  And when
Such assertions are put forward in regard io his books on
political economy, these asseriions are absolulely falze.. In
order fo wndersfand Marx, various conditions must be postu-
lated: motvonly is il mecessary that the reader peneirate
deeply into, and meditate with heart and soul on, the greai
thinker's work, but he must also subject himsell lo intense
intellectual strain; and, fuethermore, he musi be in posses-
sion of a sound and thorough-going economic traiming, It
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the. result. The reader wiro i unaware of this — and the
amiateur cannol possibly be aware of it — sees fo his
astonishment ithe same jdea, clothed in differeni words,
copstantly recurring, fen of Fifteen tines or even more; aod
the reason Tor this is nol clear to B The consequence
is that even professional sevamis as a role confine themselves
to the frst *volume, and therefore naturally misundersiand
the author. A Jerteriori is this the case with laymen, for
ingfance with ihe Socialisi working-man, who, even if he
devote abmost the whole of his leisure time 1o reading the
first volume to the end, carelully avoids perusing (ke second
and third volumes.

For a2l theee repsons 11 has !mlg smce heen clear fo meo
thai there was an uroemnt need for rendermnng Marx's Coplial
aceessible 1o the vast nwmber who are eager fo know ifs
cotifentz, bui who are unable i make such a sfudy 2 part
of their lifeework. Tt must clearly be understood fhatl there
1= no question here of spopulanisings Marx’s teaching in
ihe senze that ancther auvlhor exposzes in s own words {hat
leaching, in such a way a3 o ronder the latier comprehensible.
There are aleeady enough expositions of 1be sort.  (They
are moreoyer often incomplete, seeing 1bai the author himself
was acguainted with the Brst volume enly, and considered
it superfluons to conselt fhe uiihera]l In my case, Marx
Migesel] speaks; it is his owm work, in his own words, which
1 am laying before the reader in such 2 m¥Bner as fo render
it comprehensible to everyone willing to expend on it a lifle
time and frouble.

This jask 1 had assigned 1o mysell many vears ago
The war, with the cnforced letsure resulting from it for me.
gave mae the necessary lime. T considered myself compelent
fo underizke (e work for the reason {hat 1 have becn
studying Marx's Capifal mozt clogely and carefolly for some
a0, years past; over tweniy yveara ago I otranslated — at dhe

1 Emuegun.ﬂ]r a guite different tsek tn the one azsipned  tlemsslves
LI Kawiahy and Dokslent when publisfing dhe so-callad dpeaple’s editions
Marz's Capifel, Thiz odition ‘comfines leeli, In D Cierman versien,
1EEI-'ITI:-IJ'I-1I1112'-I' i nambee of words of Toceign  exlraclion aod  dranslaiog
tbe quatationrs repguduced o & forelpn demgue in the origmnl.  And the
speople’s editionn comtnipng, in oa gpage of MO larpe AnzTh, an:.'_rIl:' firzd

volome, It would  scirecely Be poasible Lo edil o ihis way ihe  ofler
yolmmes, which present nuch  preater didfficolies,  Bar oeven i1 o were
paasibie, the mnly cepalt wanld u new bonk i 2000 pages, which ol
ihbse pertans eould sfiord io Cstudy, who lat the nccessary Igisune sl
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my intention fo r:pl:ﬂdﬂ‘.::'l! the entire work in all its details.

~ On the contrary, a selectivn had to be made in such a way,

that the reader he able to study all Marx's fundamental ideas
it the author's own words, withoul being atarmed or overtired
by the excessive dimensions of the book. Anyone can, af
any time, verily by comparison if anything essential has been
omitted. In order to fdcilitate this comtrol, T have indicated
at the beginning of each chapler, and aleo elsewhere when
needed, those parts of the original I have reproduced.”
True, an appreciable number of passages are fo be
found in this edition, the wordine of which differs from the
wording i the ongmal. This was inevitable; for otherwise
- dhey would have remained incomprehensible,
~ In comclusion, 1 would véptere to express the hope that
this edition may not only prove uzelul in so far as eonducive
to a befter underslanding of Marx, but that it may develop
the imterest im, and increase the comprehension of, economic
seience  penerally, and thus be profitable io the cawse of
1 should be particulerly happy il the present abnd

aiiﬁrh.m would 3erve az an incitemenl to study the original
Wiy

Berli:t—l..iéhterie]del April, 1919,
Julizn Borchardf.

L Where no edilion i@ apecliied, refererce ie Always made too the
Eﬂ,u'l:uh edilion i_‘ﬂi-'il]ium laisher, 19207,



