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Erplanations and Remarks.
The letters a, m, £, are gyed to signify the first, middle or Iast purt of &
‘erea.
When x chapter ba voferred to, at the boginnisg of & paragraph, the ques-
ticns that follow, if without particular reference, are to be snevwered from that
chapter. [In these the verae is sometimes referred to.
In the mape, the situation of towns is known by the position of the initia}
letter of their names. In = single instance, {Bethel,) the initial alone s in
seried.
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PREFACE.

IsrimiTELY momentous are the truths of the Bible. The knowledza
of these is no less important.  They are nothing to us, except ax they
mre known. It is the knowledze of God, of Christ, of salvation. Nay
it is selvation. When properly received, itz solvotion.  ©Tia s Lifa
eternal,® saye the Bavior, “to krow thee, the only true God, and Jesuns
Christ, whom thou bast sent.™ To know the bible, is to know God and
Christ 3 and without the hible, GGod and Christ am never kuown,  ® This
knowledge I8 equally important for all ; and infinitaly important for
every one.”

The scriptures, then, muet be stadinl.  Without stady, they cannot be
known. Thoy must be diligently, deveutly, pereeveringly studied. To
understard] the fear of the Lopd, and find the knowledge of God, we
mist seek it &8 gilver ; we must search for it, aa for hid treasure.  In thie
noble stady, every one should engoge to the vtmest § and 1o the otemost
should help his brother, his neighbor, and all around him ; that all may
grow up ingether to the measure of the stature of the fulness of Chriar.

In thia blessed and stupendons work, many thousands and hundreds
of thonssnds ere now engaged 1 and, more delightfil erill, thousands are
adided from week to weck, Huil the day, in which we live! Thrice
hail! the happier days to come, Blessed, blessed are our eyes and cara
in what we see, in what we hear; not only to witoous the increasing
maltitndes, that bave joined the sacred band, but alse the increasing skill
and concert and efficacy, with which they act. How much more -
blessed i the eye of fuith, that sees these multitudes sl further
multiplied ; thw concert still more intimate and harmonious ; and these
iniprovements etil funther iroproved—eees the holy oracles living in

every heart, and glowing in every eye.
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Brethren in Jesus, lovern, learners, tenchers of the bible, doers of the
word, well may yon exclaim; while you anticipate aiill higher joys, well
may you now exclaoim, in view ol your present labors,

* My beart, my bandy, my eams, my tonguoe,
- Here's joyful work for you™

Hnppy parents ! bappy teachers! mom delightful & your wek, o fead,
to guide the blood-bought lnmbe, that Jeses han died to redeem from the
lion’s rage. While they return your the amiles of gratafil love, and the
homage of their sincere respect, may you find it more blessed to give,
than they to receive; and may you fnd esch of them your joy and
crown in heaven, to reflect upon you foeever, the Bavior's amile.

Muost gladly would I ehare and aid in whis labor of love. Moet gladly
woild 1 bring an offering, bowever amell, to advanes the gloricus
emerprise, As such, let me presume to lay this Jizle work at the faet
of your blessed Master. 1 trust, youn will regard it with candor, and
bestow upon ity all that considerntion, to which it may seem entitled,
More than this, I cinnot ask. I can by o means desire, that better
belps should give pluce to this. Tse it just so far, s on the whole,
it may mppear suited to promote the knowledge of the aerdprures, and
the salvation of soulm

Thie Outline contmios aboat helf of the author's Union Catechism,*®
withk muech sddifooal matter ppon the Old Testament; extending
also through the New Testamesnt,

It s hoped, that the improvements sre in some messyre cormespond-
ent to the long and sbandant labors, that the present work hes cost the
author ; that it will be found much easer 10 be ecguired, remembered
and applied to use, and much more bepeficial, as conducive o menial
improvement, and preparatory to fiture stodies,

It may be proper t0 mention the object and structure of this work a
little move particularly.

1. It is practical. It s designed to furnish the render mind with the
most important lemons of wisdom and knowledge, from the infinite

* This Casechism king heen befre Lhe publie, with & good shere of approbation, for
= yeRrs.
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Fountain, to prepare the young immortal for the greatest usefulness
end felicity on earth and in beaven. .

2. his Ristorical. This fearure is the grand charseteristic of i
sructure.  Buch §8 the plan, that God hes followed in giving us the
bilile ; the plan, that the great Edwerds has adopted in his most exeel-
lent work oo redemplion ; & plan of divioe instructien, that we can by
no means, hope to improve.

In this Outlive, an attempt s made, as far a8 may be, to draw & lomi. -
nous and plessing thread of history from the creation, to the close of
the holy record,

The sudy of chronology is so Important to the understanding of
history, and of almost every thing else, that it ean hardly be com«
meuedh:nmﬂr Eﬂllhhmﬁrnuﬂuﬂhﬂjmmmnm—
liarly unioviting 4 children, that a very smsll portion of this science
must suffice for beginners. Buch a portion i8 here offered with the
hope, that it may not be found tedious on the one hand, nor o defect-
ive on the other; but prove a mest important foundaton, oo which to
erect the temple of knowledge.

To render attention to this subject as easy snd Interesting and usafir}
aa pomaible, I have divided the whole time, except = few years at the
closs, inte 15 natnral periods, limited by some grest and interesting
events. These limite of perinds may be regarded as the smupendous
hinges upon which states and kingdoms and empires and the destinjes
of the world, have bean turning sinee the beginning of time, We are
not to think it strange, that thess periods should differ exceedingly in
lenigth, ne well &9 in character,

4 This Outline & diliieal. Directly orindiveetly, the instroctions are
glmost wholly dawn from the bible, and are In fict to be taken im-
mediately from the bible isalf, Jn general the papil must setuslly
conealt the gacred page for the ipstruetion heisto gain, Every word of
this work is designed to exhibit, explain, illustrate or enfbree the lively
oracles.

4. Tt is calechetical, The vast advantage of this mode o instruction
Is abvious to reason, awl confirmed by scripture, and by the experience
of ages.
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5. It s referential.  For answers to most of the queations, the pupil ia
referred to seripture. The advamsge of having printed questiona for
this purpose, in very great. OF thig, surely no ove can doufit, who has
bad good questions, and vsed them skilfully. Probably the chief objee- \
tions have artsen from ueing bad guestions, and using thein badly. Ex-
temporaneous questions should indeed be copiovaly imtermingled ; but
if the pupil.hes no printed or written gquestions, thers is reason to
Jear, thut ynoet of the instruetions will soon be forgotten. Burely the
procious word of God should be permanently treasured up in the mind
atd hid io the heart ; end the groatest efforts shoold be made, that the
wicked one may niot be ghla to ceich it away, Mat. 13: 10,

While the pupil is smployed in ssceriaining the answers to referential
questions, hig mind st be- exersised b & manner adapted to improve,

6 Ths work B mal twholly referenticl. A rigid sdherence to the
referecbee method, would doubtless be inpurious.  'While, therefore, it s
sufficiently followed, to sscure its ineatimable advantnges, othar methnda
are occesionally weed, for the sake of other sdventages, that could oot
e otherwise attained.

7. Much exertion bas been mede to render the questions a8 perfoct as
possible, with regard to their number, mater, expression and arrange-
ment. Perhaps po species of compositen 8 thought easicr, than
wriling roferenes questions, whilo in realiey, it may be, that none is
mote difficult, Heonce we may account for the very imperfoct success '
of most writers, who have engaged in this business; sod for the fuct, f
thet meny prefer to teach bible clesses, withont the sid of printced
questions.  Surcly if these teachers would eompose and print ques-
tions, that should be tolembly satisfactory to themselves, their instrue-
tions might be doubly useful to their pupils. If the questions of this
Outline should be found as imperfect, ae others, the author will not b
sble to plead, that he was oot most deeply impressed with the difficuliy
of his wek, which for pearly thiny years has engaged so great a share
of his Iahors,

Very special exertions have been made, that the questions should bx
imponant, coneise, perspicucus and well arranged ; that they should
clearly and precissly indicate the proper answers; that the answers

T .

e ——
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should be short; not too eesy ; not two difficult ; nor often consst of
moere nifirmarions or negations ; that both questions and answers ghould
be interesting and impressive, as possible. Perbeps no men living can
less plerd want of experience in the delighiful drudeery of composing
questions, than the writer of these. He would by no me&ns presumse,
bowever, that his goecess has squalled his wils,

8. The Ouiline s designed for the second course of instruction. ‘Thaz
a clasa may be profited to the utmost, it is desirable, that the members
should not differ greatly from each other, with regard to menial im-
provement and scquaintance with the scriptures, Otherwise the same
lesson may be too hard for one, and too casy for agother; and instrue-
tions, scarcely intelligible 1o some, may besoperfluous for others.  This-
Outline is by no meats, designed for lile chillren, whe know sothing.
of tha bible ; much less, for vomth, who are well acquninted with it
ﬂmdy,emperbnwuammmw But it is intended for an
intermedinte grawle. Though by very short leasons, and mpeh explanation
and farniliar questioning, it night be rendered intelligible and ueeful w
the Jitls child ; yet it conld be by no means so oseful, ss & mach sim-
pler, shorter; easier eoume. Huoeh shorter sourse® may nol oaly be
very useful in itsel; and ovent prove his mlvation ; bit it moy prepere
hi# mitid to pursce this Qutline with superior pleasure and advantage,
(7™ It peems to be very injudicions for beginoers to commenece with a
conrse, that will require 15 or 20 or 30 years to finish. To the srdeot
mind, that ia delighted with progress, it must be very edious and dis-
couraging to proceed so slowly. How few would ever complete the
coursa ; apd by those who do, how little of the whole instructiona will
be finally remembered. . £7)

It seems desirnble, that the pupil should take at least three distinet
surveys of the sacred field of the bible; the firet, very genernl, and
then more and more particular. 1t & thus; that Nature waches us, In
bebolding e landseape or a city or s vast building, we see at first, only
the grand features or some of the capital outliven. These we then
compare, and in some measore, discover amd compare thelr most obvious

* For this course, the Minor Historical Catechism has been nsgd in cormoction with
much familinr conversation. Somothing a lide larger might be still benar
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and important relations.  'We next descend to particulars. This general
view remders the particulars much more interesting, more easy to be
understood in their relations and uses, snd more easily retained in memo-
ry: For most minds, aystemn 18 every thing, as far as clear undersiand-
ing and remembrance are conterned. Without this general view, all
we can know of a subject must consist principally of insolsted, dis-
Jjointed pardeulars, exhibiting nothing of the beauty of proportion, or
the loveliness of harmony.

To nothing, do these remarks apply with more fores, than to the
bible, It reveals the smazing sysiem of the Eternel, relating to his
works of crestion, providence and grace, It is one supendons whole,
Theugh el the parts, when considersd separately are tmly good, yet
when viewed together, a3 one system, Behold i o very good.  There Ia
a moat glorious and emrapturing relation and hermony between the
ports.  To discover this barmony, we must view ports as related, and
constituting one vast whole. Clearly to understand and appreciste any
ona part, we must know sotnething of the rest.

Do you sny, that we must be thorough, we must be perfectiynequainted
with one thing, before we proceed to the next? ‘This may seem plansi-
Ble ; but it is fallacious. Te know athing perfectly, we must know it in
i relations. But we cannot know ita relations, without knowing some-
thing of the objects, to which it Is related. To sce the gloriea of the
firm chapter of the bible, and much more of the lnm, we need to know
something of the other parts; and the more we know of the bible in
general, the better we shall be prepared to understand and feel the
meaning, the beauties and glories of any particnlar part.  This no doubt
im one reasom, that the best informed Christians are continually dis-
covering pew excellences in scriptures, that they have read or
ed & hundred timea; Must it not then be much the best way for the
pupil to take a general survey of the whole field at first, fix in bis mind
the capital parts, and graduslly fill up the great outline by successive
rourses of stody more and more particular? This Biblical Outline is
designed for the second coursa.  In sucernding instructions, howover, K
may nol be equally peadful 1o go through in chronological order.




