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PREFACE

This manual has been prepared as a direct help to teachers
of geopgraphy in elementary schools. The educational ideals
that have guided the anthors are outlined ; the plan of the
two-book series 18 presented; the regional treatment of
geography for the last two years of study is explained ; the
project and problem methods of work are fully illustrated,
several problems are worked out in detail, and numerous
projects are suggested. The new and progressive system of
maps in Book Two is deseribed and the plan for picture
studies is explained. The keys to the Problems and Review
(uestions and to the Map Studies, with accompanying teach-
ing helps, will give to teachers direet aid in the preparation
of every lesson in Book Twao.

The treatment of geography in Book One is for young
children and is therefore very simple. In Book Two the
pupils are introduced to o more advanced study of geography.
A new plan of work is followed, new maps are presented, and
little by little the students aequire a scientific view of the
subject. Took Two contains a large amount of useful infor-
mation in maps, pictures, text, and Appendix and is, there-
fore, not a mere textbook but a reference book, rich in
geographical information which may be used in working out
problems and projects.

Teachers whe desire help from the anthors in addition to
what i§ given in this manual are invited to address their
mquiries to the Boston office of the pullishers.

WALLACE W, ATWOOD
Crane USIvERSITY
ili
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TEACHING THE NEW
GEOGRAPHY

1
THE DPOINT OF VIEW

There was a time when the teacher would say, " Children,
close your books and we will have our geography lesson.”
Books would be promptly closed, hands would be folded,
and the memory recitation would begin. States would be
bromded, calﬁtala named, peninsulas and islands defined,
places located, all by the unthinking, memoriter method.
Fertunately, that time has passed. Today the progressive
teacher says, * Children, open your books and we will have
our geography lesson.” Problems are formulated by the pupils;
maps, pictures, and text are eagerly consulted ; and geographi-
cal facts arelearned through theinterpretative method. Whale-
some and intelligent discussion between pupils and teacher
cnsues,and real training inaceurate observation, clear thinking,
and reasoning power is accomplished.

The authors of the Frye-Atwood Geographical Series be-
lisve that the study of geography in the elementary-school
stage should do more than provide pupils with a knowledge
of geographical facts as such, —it should give them a real
understanding of fundamental geographical principles and
a definite power of interpreting their effect on human life.

These are the educational ideals which have guided the
1



2 TEACHING THE NEW GEOGRAPHY

authors in their preparation of a progressive series of text-
books for use in a progressive course of study in geography.

In the past, elementary-school geography has, at different
times, stressed various phases of the subjeet. Years ago it
was chiefly place geography and political geography ; later,
physiography, or physical geography, became the point of
emphasis; and in recent yesrs much of the emphasis has
been laid on the economic and comwmercial phase. Each one
of these particular points of view is more important today
than ever before, but courses of study based on any one of
them as the focal point have proved themselves inndequate
and incapable of giving a comprehensive and sound geograph-
ical training. Fortunately, we have now lenrned to teach the
facts of place, political, physical, economic, and commercial
geography in association with the more vital, more interest-
ing, and more thought-provoking topics of Auman geography.
In other words, we have come at last to focus the study on
people, not things,

We appreciate more keenly than ever before that geography
has a unique and serious responsibility in training young
people to know their own country, its physical features, its
climate, its resources, the people, their ideals, and their
problems, and, furthermore, to know the other countries of
the world with their different peoples, their different ideals,
and their different problems. The time has come when our
future growth and well-being as a nation will depend largely
upon our judgment in dealing with foreign peoples. We
must sequaint the children in our schools with the conditions
that influence the lives of people in this conntry and in other
countries of the world, to the end that we may develop citi-
zens who will sympathize intelligently with all the peoples
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of the worlid, The keynote in our leaching of geography must
be training for American citizenship and for broad-minded,
noble citizenship in the world, Geographic knowledge must
be used as a tool to help mold the growing minds of chil-
dren. It must strengthen those minds and increase their
power if it is to develop citizens with good judgment and
intellectual independence.



