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PREFACE.

——

Geonce Comee died on the 14th of August, 1858,
leaving to his Trustees the care of his Worka

The first edition of this treatise appeared in 1828,
The edition which the suthor last revised for the press
was the eighth (post 8vo, 1847); but the alterations
then made were never transferred by him fo the
“ People's Edition” {in royal 8ve), which had previously
been stereotyped for the second time in 1841, and im-
pressions of which continued to be frequently thrown off
till the end of 1858. A few months before his death
ke began to prepare the Work for a final edition, which
he had long been hoping to publish. Unhappily, Le had
proceeded but & short way with this revision when he
died.

In preparing the present edition, the Editor has,
with the approvsl of the Trustees, made such alterations
on the Work as the lapse of time and the progress of
knowledge have rendered necessary, or a8 were evi-
dently requisite to harmonise it with the views pro-
pounded in his latest Work—“On the Relation between
Science and Religion,”

The central idea of the Treatise is independent of
the system of Phrenology, with which the suthor’s
name is usoally associated. That idea ia that the Laws
of Nature have been instituted by an omnipotent, all-just,
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and all-wise God, and that the observance of these
laws is & religious duty, God's Providence, in accord-
wnce with this view, comsists in the regular action of
His established laws, so thet observance of them pro-
duces happiness, and infringement of them leads to the
appropriate punishment,

The system of Phrenology which the author incorpo-
rated with bis othical teaching has been to many readers
& hindrance rather than a help. The Editor has there-
fore, in this popular edition of the Work, retained only
so much of that systew, and of its terminology, as
geemed to be warranted by the estimatoe of its scope
and utility now adopted by men of science. The text
hag been carefully revised, and redundancies and un-
necessary illustrations have been excised ; but nothing
has been omitted that seemed to he necessary to the
continnity or the completeness of the argument.

Most of the Notes contained in previous editions have
been retained, sand a few have Leen added which the
altered conditions of society rendered necessary.

A proof of the eontinued interest in George Combe's
works is given in the recent bequest (1892} of Robert
Cranston, Eeq,, formerly one of the magistrates of the
City of Edinburgh, who in his trust disposition left “ to
the Bociety for the propagation of the works of George
Combe, the sum of three hundred pounds.” It will bo
the duty of the Combe Trustees to devote this fund to
the purpose designed by the Testator.

Edinburgh, May, 1803,
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