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L s HEN Miss Emily Fox-Seton
d . was preparing for the ex-
traordinary change in her
life which transformed her
from a very poor, hard-
working woman into one
of the richest marchionesses in England, Lord
Walderthurst’s cousin, Lady Maria Bayne, was
extremely good to her.  She gave her advice, and
though advice is a cheap present as far as the
giver is concerned, there are occasions when it
may be a wvery valuable one to the recipient.
Lady Maria's was valuable to Emily Fox-Scton,
who had but onc difficulty, which was to adjust
herself to the marvellous fortune which had be-
tallen her.
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There was a certain thing Emily found her-
self continually saying. It used to break from
her lips when she was alone in her room, when
she was on her way to her dressmaker’s, and in
spite of herself, sometimes when she was with her
whilom patroness.

“ ] can’t believe it is true! I can’t believe it 1™

«“] don't wonder, my dear girl” Lady Mana
answered the second time she heard it. = But
what circumstances demand of you is that you
should learn to.”

“Yes,” said Emily, “I know I must. But it
seems like a dream. Somectimes,” passing her
hand over her forchead with a little laugh, < T fecl
as if I should suddenly find myself wakened in the
room in Mortimer Street by Jane Cupp bringing
in my morning tea. And I can see the wall-
paper and the Turkey-red cotton curtains. One
of them was an inch or so too short. [ never
could afford to buy the new bit, though I always
intended to."

«How much was the stuff a yard?" Lady
Maria inquired.

« Sevenpence,”
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