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LETTER XI,
[A. 1. 710
ASINTUS POLLID® To IL‘-IEE]I-EP.

You must not wonder that you have heard no-
thing from me, in relation to public affairs, since

* Asimius Pollio was, in every respeel, one of the mosl ac=
complished persons among ble covtrmporaries. His exlen-
sive genius was equal fo all the nobler hranches of polite li-
teratare, and he gave the most applagded proofs of his la-
lents as i poiet, an orpdor, and an historian, e united the
wost fively and pleasiog vein of wit and pleasantry, with atl
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the breaking out of the war. Our couriers have al-
ways found it difficult to pass unmolested through
the forest of Castulo ; * but it is now more than
ever infested with robbers.  These banditty, how-
ever, are by no means the principal obstroction to
our intercourse with lome, as the mails are perpe-
tually searched and detained by the soldiers that
are posted for that purpose, by both parties, in every
:luu.rh.:r of the l;uu:itr}'. ﬂﬂmt‘ding]}', iF I had not
received letters by a ship, which lately arrived in
this river, t 1 should have been utterly ignorant of

that sdrepgth and solidity of omderstapding whicl i= peces-
sary to render a man of weight In the more serions amd o
portant sceasiond of Life; in aflusion to which uncommon
assemblage of qualities, it wasanld of bim, that e wais n man
ommiem horerum, 10 ik o be regeetted, that a characler sn
truly brilliant on the Intellectonl side, shonld shine with less
lstre in o moral view, 11 is evident, however, from the pri-
send epistle, that, io taking part with Casar agihdist Pom-
pey, private coneldemtion were of wore force with him
than public utilily, and determined hixm Lo support 2 caee
which his beart condemued,  This letiee was writien frow
the farther Spaing of which province, Cmear, o slort (e
Lefore his death, lind appolotsl Pollio governor,

#* A city aociently of great note § at proeseot it is only a
smadl village, called Cazorta, iothe prosvinee of New Castile,
i Spuia,

t The Quadalguiver, upon which the cily of Cordula,

from whence this letter is dated, wmls;tuam[.
i
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what has been transacted in your part of the world,
Buat now that a communication by sea 1a thos open-
ed between us, I shall frequently, and with great
pleasure, embrace the opportwnty of corresponding
with you. ;

Believe me, there 1 no danger of my being in-
fluenced by the persuasions of the person you men-
tion. * As much as the world abhors him, he is far
from being detested to that degree which T know
he deserves; and I have so strong an aversion to
the man, that 1 would upon no consideration bear
a part in any measures wherein he is concerned.
Inclined both by my temper and my studies to be
the friend of tranquillity and freedom, I frequently
and bitterly lamented our late unhappy civil wars.
Tiut as the formidable enemies which I had ameng
both parties, rendered it altogether unsafe for me
te remain veuter, so 1 would not take up arms on
that side where | knew I shopld be perpetually ex-

* Antony, as Maoutivs conjectares, theugh some of the
commentators, wilh greater probuability, stppose thad be
mims |aepidus— Fil, Fpdet. Foadl, x, 110 & 15,

+ Nothing could be more nsinecre, it should seom, than
thess professions, as ik §s probable that Pollio was at this
time determined Lo fodn Antony. [t I certaing at beast, that
he did so soun aficrwands, and carried with hins the troaps
under his command.— Patercel. 1i. 63,
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posed to the insidions arts of my capial adversary,®
But though my inclinations were not with the
party I joined, my spirit, however, woull not soflir
me to stand undistinguished among them ; in con-
sequence of which, I was forwand to cogage in all
the dangers of the cause I had espoused. With re-
spect to Ciesar himself, I will confess, that T loved
him with the highest and mest inviclable aflection ;
and, indeed, I had reason. For notwithstanding his
acquaintance with me commenced so late as when
he was in the hieight of his power, yet he admitted
me into the same share of his friendslip, asif 1 had
been in the number of those with whom he had li-
ved in the longest intimacy, Nevertheless, as often
as I was at liberty to follow my own sentiments, 1
endeavoured that my conduct should be such as
every honest man must approve; and whenever 1
was obliged to execute the orders 1 received, it was
in & manper that evidemly discovered how much
my actions were at variance with my heart.  The
unjust odivm, however, that [ incarred by these un-
avoidable compliances, might well wach me the
true value of liberty, and how wretched a conditios

* The person hinted nt {4 perbaps Cato; s Pollio had
early distinguished bis epmity towonds thot most ithstrioes
uf [Lomaes, by a piblic impenelmenl,  Fal. Dial de Coo,
Corrnpt. Eloguent. 54,



