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PREFACE.

Tum purpose and significance of this little book
should not be misundersiood. Al various times dur-
ing the past few years Lhe writer has been msked to
present some phase of library work for the considera-
tion of his fellow-citizens; sometimes in the form of
an address or lecture in his awn cily or elsewhen;
sometimes in the form of a paper read before a meet-
ing of the American Library Associalion, or before
bodies of teachers ; and sometimes in Lthe form of an
article contributed to the Library Jfowrnal or other
publications. It has been interesting 1o notice, in the
treatment of these varlous phazes of the subject, how
wile and snggestive is the field thos opened, and how
intimately this matter of reading, and the use of books
and of libracies, are cotinected with the daily life of
our generation. It i thus that the marerial of this
book has accumulated,

¥Yet suggesiions and counsel on the pse of books
have by no means been wanting belore this; nor have
these books besn wanting in valoe and effectiveness.
A writer might well hesitate, therefore, before adding
another boak to their namber. Vet the vigilant pub-
lisher of the Library fournai, whose vnticing ioterest
In everything relating to the advancement of library
work s well known, has judged that the pecnliar
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evolution of Lhis volume from actual contact with the
problems and experiences of library administration,
entitled it to a place of its own; and there has been
a very general request for soch a velume from these
who have listened to the delivery of the addressss re-
ferred to. It la therefore given to the public in this
form,

The bock i3 not & treatise., Allkough variouns
phases of the question are considered, there is no at-
tempt Lo make this volume cover the ground exhaust-
ively. The important gquestion of fiction reading,
thoogh incidentally referred to, is not here treated at
length. The equally important question of relations
batween libraries and schools is conepicuous by its
absence, for the reason that the papers in which the
writer has discussed this matter are elsewhere pub
lished #* almost simuoltanecusly with this volume,

Mr. Emerson has somewbere maintained Lhat a
man should be, above and before all things clse, a
man;—not a teacher or *'a thinker”, but 2 man teach-
ing and *'a man thinking." The writer disavows all
claim of being an author or & lecturer, and will be
abundantly satisfied If the reader of these peges shall
attribute them to *'a librarian weiling™ and **a libra-
rian speaking”, and in this way osing two very eflect-
unal methods of enlorcing the principles of his work.

FProvioence Poscic Lineamy, Nov. 1, zBia.

® " Libraries and schools,” sdited by 5. 5 Green,
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Eibeacien any Reavers.

I. SOME HINTS ON RIGHT READING.*®

At the outset, some one may be asking him-
sell;—* But what {s meant here by *right read-
fng*? Is it right methods of reading. or, reading
the right books ? It is both. We are not doing
ourselves full justice, even while reading the best
books, if our habits of reading be defective; nor
will it avail to have adopted the most approved
methods, shoutd the material of our reading be
valueless. Let us then consider these two sides
of the question, in succession ; giving our atten-
tion first to the subject of ** the right books to
read.”

{A) Maferial—But some one at once in-
guires: * Well, and how are you golng to lay
down rules? The ‘ripht' books for some one
else to read may not be the right ones for me,

* This chapter was originally delivered as a bectore in Provi-
denee, and afterwards in Philadelpbia. This fact will acconat
for cerialn pecullaritics in the form of prescating the subject.



