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[After what I have said in the Preface to the
¥ (Touds,” 1 need mnot prefix sny remarke to the
present volume. Professor Felton's Preface, and
the admitable acoount of the plot by Gray, the
poet, will give the pupil all the information he ean
require.
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PREFACE.

(By Frofarer Felton.)

Tek Birds of Arkstophanes has slways been regarded as ono of his
most delightful Jiecen.  Lika the it ia comparatively free
from the objectionnbls Ticenes of thooght and Inngusge, which de.
forms several of his playe t0 aueh & deghes that they eannot be osed
in schoals or colleges. Tt in troa thers are some pasasges in this
piny awe too frecly sxscuted ; but it Ima been decided, oo matare
reflecthon, to let them stand, &0 a5 to offer the drams entire, on the
prinsiples whish gulded my declsion in editing the Clonda.

The text of thin editlon b+ reprinted from tha Poetm Bremiai of
Dindorf. In the preparstlon of the noies 1 bave nsed Commentarion
DfChriuﬁn.nDamalm. r with the notes and Scholin edited
by Invervisios ; the notes of Botle, to whuge valoable edition 1 am
ouder grest ohligntfons ; and the hrief, but exesllent, annotations of
Blaydss, Credif is alwnys given for what has been taken from the
Iahonrs of these distin scholars.

It wddition to the critical spparatus just meatiomed, I have on-
denvonred éo cxplain foom other soureed & branch of the mbjeet, to
which lesa sttentlon has heretafore heen given j—1 mesn the natursl
history of the birds, which are prominmt and enterwsining figures
among the persvos of the play. I hars escefolly exsmiced Aristotle’s
History of Animale, from whish I hava drawn illustrative du;:s;
tione. Bt it ie well koown that a considernbla portion of the bi
of Aristophanes ara not mentionsd in Aristotle’s work, and some of
them are thought ta ba mmkoowo. The natural history of Greees
his been alinost ontively neplested stoge the ressarchen of the phile-
sopher of Stagles ; and bers 1g an npﬁmnil}' for a naturalist, who
ia af the same time & good clussical seholar, to make valoable contri-
butions both to saiense and philolegy.

I sumpected thai the post’s selection of birds was not made at ran-
dom, buot that, fn every instance, thay wers ehngsn with s special
meaning, and to effect & partimlar purpose in point of art. I con-
midaring the from thm peint of view, I hare boen much indebted
to my friend and coll i A iz, of whosa profound and
comprehensve kool of armithology 1 have been permitted fo
avail myself inalmmpﬂ%‘:g to determing the spaciea of asme of the
birds supposad i be polmown ; and 1 have come to the conclonion,
that, in all cases, the charactar and halbits of the hhhl.hm exactly
and euricusly adapted to the parts they perform in the comedy,
showing Aﬁn{uphu.nal to have beon & most eareful cbeerver, as well
an & consummats poet. 1 have aleo need with profit s Little work,
entitled * Beittage zur Omnithologie Griechenlends, yon Heinrich
Graf von der Milble,” or, Contributons 1o the Oraithology of Gresos, by




PREFACE. v

Coumt vom der MM ; a work of {nterest snd ivportance,
written withoot any referease to the clamieal benrivgs of the

Henr
:mmhﬂfmmmﬂhmmﬁzpwwﬂﬁmm
Hbipllm juditial expressions, in the pourse iepe.
the exoellent wrlt" Mﬁmﬂmﬂ}fud
Boeckh bave cited, St John's adimdrable work on the
Masiners and Cuostoms of the Hellenss han sdeo boen consulted.
is probably impossible, af present, to fael the foll fores of the
aﬂgﬂﬂjﬂﬁop]nnﬁ.,mnﬂdwhﬂhmndnpnnm-
and loal relations. S & caroful of contemporary
m, politizal and jodicial inetitotione, po mrajudieu and
and sepemially snch remaing of drametie Iyrieal postry
ulmramnlmtnu-, will make all ths material points of the
samedy of Arlnophanes safelontdy cloar
The playfol miire of the Birds ls more comprebensive and jmmial
thag that of eny ather of the poot's comedien mwtﬂm
mdbnﬂuqua,whnhn:;emﬂmﬂthaﬂﬂlhphmk
dﬁhyslmlfmm&miylnﬂmmn;]y Even the sglemn
Pinhrdpﬂmimmunhn]ythapml'uwhmnmlpu-
vmmm. Tha bie powts in pemersl are ridi-
i bl e sl b ]
ATE
ulnthuMdn 10 2t and condempt.
Ehdlmnnlmbmhdd the spoeile ohject the poot
aimed at in hin pho.  Home have vourad 1o ghow the main
deift of the pi mmnpmﬂmfnllgrﬂftha.&thmmthm
dreane of 0 uﬁein,nthu time of the SuilunE
' rwmmmﬁ&,mlon];m
pnnnanmwl.r.hruput r.hnmnlnm&h

the times, Thin in mm&mmﬁrm pdigip
postical work. NDJDBM jfnuni;ﬁcm

oflllhinpi.eminlhcmmalhfu.pubhnmfnnh , of bis agw. Bot
his geaius sould not so ocmplately bind o the prosaie reslities
sround him, sn thes oritiss would have us hellsve, s Pogams
trod the firm earth, bot never bowed bis neck to the yoke, Some of
tho leading idens were oojuestionably sapgested by the popoler mad-

E

neas which the versatile sod peofligats genion of Aleibi had deme
e muoh to kindle ; but the ground only of the play was Iaid in
these political and events, That established, the poet gave

fatnre by the ri l.mhmuhpwhuuhn mdmwmnﬁ-
The following Asgermsts 1 s oot sombane fves e ks

s pamnee of

oot Grny.” 1t 1 rofixed o s spieied waoelsion of the Fow

C.CF
Caxprinox, Novmnber B, 1049,
i



ARGUMENT®

H Eoereines and Piptheterns, two apctent Athenkans, thoronghly
weary of the folly, injostios, and litigiogs temper of their comtrymen,
defermioe to Jeave Atkin for good and sl ; and having heard muoh
of tho fumes of Epops, Hlm tha birda, who was once s man under
the name of Tareus, and murried an Atheninn Indy, they pask
op & faw neceensary otepsdls, and set vt for the mort of that prines,
under the conduct of & jay snd & raven, hinds of great distinotios in
» withoot whose diroction the Gracke never unodertock any
thing of consequenre. Thetr évoand i to fnquive of the birds, who
are the grestsst travelless of mfy natien, whers they may meet with
& gulet, easy wettlement, far from &)l proseentions, lawenits, aod
t i to pass the rempinder of their lives in pency

and libarty.

“The seane in a wild, oofrequented soantry, which terminstes in
moyniainn ; there ihe okl mem ste seen (meoompanied by two alaves,
who earry their litle bagpase), Mtigaed sod frottiog at the carsless-
ness of thoir guldes, wha, thongh they et them s matar of & groat
in the market, ate good for nothing hot to hite them by the Angers,
std lemd them oot ol tha way, They traval on, hdwever, til they
come to the foot of the roeke, which stop op their y Bmd pt
them to their wita’ aud. Herw the raven aroy mm:ieﬂm
and looks up ints the wir, a8 much as to = t this ia t mt
upon which they knock with & sone and with their heels (s gk
ﬁmimtudmﬂmhﬁthuﬁdunﬂhmmm

N us, & bird that waite upon Epopa, appanrs sbove ; be is
frightened at tha wight of two men, snd they dre moch more #o al the
length of his besk sod the Gerconees of Eupect. He takes them
for Towlars § and they insiet npon it, that they are not men, bot birds.
In their confogiom, their gnilfau,w thay held in a string, escape
snd fly away. Epops, during this, in ealosp withia, after ha
dined upon m dhhofﬁeﬂu nnd berrien ¢ their nolss wakens him,
he pomes cat of the grove.

“ AL the stosn of his figure, thay are divided batween fear
and lsughing. tell him their erracd, and be gives them the
eliodoe of several ci ﬁlfwthdrpurpmmam&lunhﬂ;mlbe

* Warks of Gouy, edibed by Mahiss, Fol, 1I. pp. I61—150.
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coast of the Red Sea, all which they refosa, for many comissl roasons,
He tells thermn the hlplﬁumocf?ﬁngm the birde ; they are
much pleased with the liberty and simpliclty of # ; snd Fis

a shrewd old fellow, proposes o acheme 10 improve it, aod make them
a far more powerful and scnsiderable nation. Epops is strock with
the project, and calls up his coasort, the nightingales, to mummen all
his peaple her m'.Lﬁ ber voies, They mog s fne ode,

“Tha » coma Oying down, at firet oue by ons, and perch here
andthzh:;nbnrul.::; Eeena: a.nda:illmﬂte Chorna, f: aghn:gﬁmyi
oome ing, ntter twittering in. At the m o
hhumﬁﬁ:ﬁymiﬂ ﬁtﬂmﬁlﬁ, and think that their king has
betvayed thom to the enemy. They dotermioe to tear 1he two old
men to Meces, deaw themeelves up i baitle areay, snd are giviog the
word to fall oo, Euelpides snd Pisthotsrus, in ali the terpors of
death, aftar npbraiding each the other for bringing him into wech
disteess, snd &ying in vain t0 eeispe, assime coursge from mere
da:ﬂulr, seize upot the kitehen forniture which they had
with them, aud, prmed with plpking for helmets, and with aplts for
hnms,t];n;{hrreuntnrudntafmtmﬂm ensmy's phalanx, Cm the
poini of e, B interposes, pleads fiard for his two , whao
ey, be gays, hin wite's telations, and ]mug-][m of wonderful abhilities, snd
well afeetod to thoir eommoonweslib. in eligpuence hag b effoct :
the birds grow les vialent, they eoter inke & truce with the old mes,
snd both sides sy down their arme.  Pisthetaozom, opon ihe anthority
of Ewop’s fables, proves to e the groad amtlquity of their nation ;
that they wera born hefora the arendion of the sarth, snd before the
gods, pad onee reigned over all connirien, as he shows from eaveral
tastimonien and monumemts of different nations ; that the sook wears
Fin tiarn erect, like the Persisn Liog, sod tha: all mankind start ou
of their bode ot hin eommand ; thet when the kite makes hin first
[ s in the apring, every one teq himsoll oo the ground

it 3 thattha tiane and Phesnitans set aboot their harreet
a8 soon me the soakoo is heard ; thet all kings bear an eagle oo theip
teepire, and many of the gods carry a bird oo their head ; that mamy
Erost ToSnD Mwear bi‘r the goosa, &o. e, When be hes rovired in
thern the memery of thejr moment empire, ha Inments thein present
despicable gondition, and the affromts puoi them by mankind,
are scnvineed of what he mys, upmin ¢ration, and desire
i advice. He proposes ikad they shall unlte, and build » city in the
tald-uir, wherahy sl commerce will afestanlly he shopped betwesn
heaven and earih ; the gods will no longar be able 1o visit &t enge
sheir Sameles and Alomenss balow, nor feast on the foms of axerificss
daily pent up to them, por men énjoy the banefit of the sessoos, por
the fruits of the marth, withoot pernistion from thoss winged deities
of the middle region, Ha showa how manking will kese nothing by
this change of government [ that the birds may be worshipped at &
far less axpenns, nothing more than a fow barries or 4 handfol
oorn § sthat they will nead oo uumrtmnn templos ; that, by thei
g:: knowledge of futarity, they will direct their good votaries in
ir expedidons, so sa they can nover Iall of woccess; that

EEE&



