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PREFACE.

A zrowreraE of an auther e somelimes necessary to the
aceeptance nhd appreciation of his werk, I have, therefora, con-
cloded to give & fow outlings of the parsgnal history of the homble
individusl who presenta the fallowing © Rerzzcrions,” io the
publie.

T wax horn of poor aod virtueny parenots, who bad st all times a
degire to die the death of the rightesus. By them I wea taoght
to read and to write, and ales mrithmetie, which, with a vory
plight Enowledga of u fow other branches of learning, was all tha
useful edacation their Hmited means conld eford me. T ssy wee-
fid edocation —for ¥ wus made too well acquzinted with the
sciences of the papal school. My youth was devoted to herd labor
which left little time for literary improvement; and the care of o
family, and the 1ife of & farmar succending, still prevented attend-
ance of much exlent to mental coltiyation. This having been my
situation in lfe, I can coly hope that the truth which may appear
in the following pages, and the sincere desire that they may do
good, with which they are presented, will excose the defects of
style and lack of eleganca in language, which ! am conscions they
display.

Being little aequainted with the learned lenguages, I have ad-
hered chiefly to that contained in the Beriplures, which has been
through the whole of thia little work, my principal guide. A
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¥i PREFACE,

atrong conviction of the truthe contained in the Word of God, and
the blessing promised to those who rend and keep the sayings it
contains, have urged me to attempt, with what light I eould com-
mand, and in despite of persecotion in my cwn Jaod, an exposi-
tion of the divine mysteries which God in his mercy through
Jesoe Christ hae given to mankind, Many of the prophecies of
8t John bave evidently been folflled ; and as they were designed
fiar our instroction, muat be within the grosp of the human under-
standing,

As my youth was spent under citcamstacces caleulatsd to fase
tén upon me prejudices in favor of popery, my change snd present
state of thought has not bean the work of & moment. The reflac-
tions in tha following pagens are the affrets of & mind that hee over-
coma an almost invincible ignorsnce of the truth, and s prejudice
of lang dumtion —a prejudies that grew up with rmy youothful
days, accompanied my more meture years, and hod very nearly in-
terwoven itself around the Tutupe destinies of my soul.  They are
the sffsct of & mind that has taken impartinlity for itz goide, and
looked vpon truth ee the sole ghject of its ambition —a mind that
bas ruminated day and night npon the subject, that bas viewed
both sides of the goestion, closely, sttentively, and, 1 trust, relig-
ioualy. The conclusions to which I have come are founded onm a
comscious Tectitnde, During those hours of darkness, when eloep
falleth upon man, and others were takiog that repose to which the
pilence of the night er exhaueted neture might invite them, I
thought of my present change, and ofien bedewed my pillow
with teara till my eye-pight became dim. Before a change tock
place, this severe, continual stuggle afflicted me. My nights were
turned inte day, becense of my watehing, and I could ind no rest
until I obeyed the adviee of the Pmalmist, * To-day, if ye will
hear his voice, harden not your heart™ When my mind turned
on the serious question of religion, and 1 looked upon the book
of God ns the solp standerd of my faith, and began Lo view
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through the medium of impartislity the important subjeet of my
soul’s salvation, my mind became more enlerged, and my thoughta
expanded, till donbt foliowed doubt, and my prejodices all vanished
beforn the sun-light of & more liberal ksowledge —the elemenis
of darkness became aupmjaded by the glorions principles of un-
erring light, while the effulgence of the religion of the Heforma-
tion, which I had eo often bewrd misrepresented through life,
pierced through the myatic vell in whick my mind was enveloped,
giving me moon to hesr my Proteatant brethror say, * He that per-
secuted ua in times past, now proclwims the faith which once be
destroyed” There was a time doring the imperial and papal
powes, when the dungeon or ecaifold would ke the temporary but
centain raward of thesa my hombila effsrta for vital, real religion to
be restored. But, blesssd be the Father of love, those timea are
past, and s purer religion, prodocing & more refined civilization,
haw counteracted the unwarrsnteble stretch of Roman church ap-
thority, snd the inlelligence of mankind points te & safer way in
the glorious spirit of religicns teleration.

With regand to the doetrines containad in the * RErLEoTiONg:"
I know it will be chargad that ] maintain the opinions of the Ari-
ans; but by tbose perhaps who koow only the name of that party,
and not ite tenete.  'T'he doctrines of the Arians are not known.
Their writings were destroyed by the epostetes in after agea. That
the Arisn and Athonasisn factions sirove violently together in the
eburch eouncila of the firsl oges, s well known. Under Conslan-
ting, the latier became predominant, banished the olber, destroyed
it2 recorda, and founded the infamoos Athapaeian creed. How far
the Arians disagresd with their opponents in peint of doctrine is
more legitimately the provinee of conjecture than of demonatration,
for nothing mare than shadowy Lradition can be sppealed to in the
malter. The assumption, therafore, that I support Arinn opinions
be that assumplicn, if true, of whalever value it may, is necessarily
onfair. That I oppose and detest the Athenasian platform is troe ;



