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PREFACE TO THE BECGND EDITION.

Ter substance of the following pages was originally
written as a thesis for my dector's degree. It was
the embodiment of theughts which were uppermost
in my mind, after some years of almost exclusive
devotion to philosophical reading. Notwithstand-
ing the favourable reception sceorded to the first
edition, I delayed the publivation of a second,
hoping that I might be abla, as a friendly reviewsr
had suggested, to strengthen my pogition by enlarge-
ment. Various engapements have, however, kept
me from securing enough time for this purpose;
and as I find the bock is being constantly called
for, I thought it better that it should come out
again in the same slight form, rather than be eny
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longer delayed. I have revised it with considerable
care, and have re-written entirely a good many
paragraphs. It was suggested by an appreciative
critic that matters would be much simplified for
the popular reader, if I divided the essny into
seetions; and thia I have accordingly done.

One or two of my reviewers found fault with me
for not having unriddled all the mysterias of life—
at least they said that I should have shown, not
only that an ego dil exist, but how it came into
existenes, and in what relation it stood towards the
Absolute. Now, in & metaphyaical systam which
i5 offered a5 » complete explanation of the nniverse,
we perhaps have a right to demand that these two
areat difficulties should be polved No metaphysi-
cian, however, not even Hegel, has yeot suceceded
in golving them. And as for myself, I never pro-
fessed—I never had the slightest intention in the
present essay of producing s system of metaphysics.
I know, of course, that the time which reviewers
bave at their disposal is limited ; but if, in the
present instance, they could heve managed to read
ag far as to the ¢nd of the title, they would have
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seen that my aim was simply to point out how
Positivists assumed—and could not but assume—
the existence of a certain metaphysical reality, in
which, however, they supposed themselves to dis-
believe.

I have seen no attempt to refute my main con-
tention, which is that the Positivists really sssume
what they professedly deny; otherwise I should
of course have felt bound either to modify my own
arouments, or else to answar thoss of Ty oppouenta.
Englishmen generally are snid to be endowed with
the gift of never kmowing when they are leaten.
But English Tositivists seern to have a yet mare
remarkable telent-—thet of never kmowing when
they arc attacked. My little essay wazs published
anonymonaly, and for that reasom, as well as for
its intrinsic demerits, might have appeared to be
unworthy of an answér. But the [ate Professar
Green’s *Introduction to Hume,' and Frinecipal
Caird’s ! Philosophy of Heligion,' have met with
the same unsatisfactory fate. The Positivists, ex-
cept on the supposition that their theories are mere
moonshine, should have something to say. Why do



viii PREFACE.,

they not say it 7 Unless they acon set about defend-
ing themsalves, we ahall begin to think that they
agree with us, net only in their metaphysical as-
sumptions, but also in the estimate which they
have formed as to the value of thair own philosophy.

A, W, M

Kixa's CoLLE:E, Lowpox,



