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PREFACE

HE sketches in this volume present a brief
’ record of some of the old colonial houses that
are now standing in Maine, and that were built
prior to 1776. The work does not profess to be
complete in its lists, nor exhaustive in its details, but
rather to describe certain buildings that represent the
development of the early colonial dwelling from the
ancient log garrison house and first framed cottage to
the grandest of our colonial mansions, and to give, if
possible, a brief glimpse into the lives of the people who
converted these houses into homes.

Many of the houses now popularly known as “old
colonial” do not, however, fall within our period; for
they were not erected until after the Revolution. The
three decades from 1790 to 1820, during which peace
and prosperity became assured in Maine, were rich in
stately homes built on the best colonial models; and
examples of these houses are now found in nearly all of
our coast and river towns. Such houses, however, since
they are not truly colonial, are necessarily excluded from
our present consideration.

If the following sketches give to the reader a
characteristic picture of our early colonial homes and
of the life of the men and women who dwelt therein, the
mission of the book will be fulfilled,

E. H. N.
Augusta, Maine.
April 6th, 1908.






