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RECOLLECTIONS

REEBEL IV ASI0]

UNE WUMANS EXPEH!ENUE

BATTLE [IF EEWYSBUHE

BY FANNIE J. BUEHLER.

HE HEH LUHILDEEN I




Thirtv-thres veors Bave passed siwe the ovents, which I shall
pow relate, took place.  Most of the actors i our Yate Civil War
have passed into the "Shadows Lend. " A lew muore vears an:d
pot oue of all the greal hosts™ who thed went up o atthe; il
ome of el the oy
ang ahoot to relate, will be Lving te tell 1w slory.

who parbcipated in the events which [

We all fmve the experiences of otr |t boe. 1 had wine
beeboare, alnaing and stter tho preat battle which was fooeht on the
ist, md and jrd of [aly, 1863, aml ol these L oam wow going to
WIILE,

1 dlo mwt dioe this sor sclf gratibeation, but 4o please my chill-
ren, my prawd-childeen, pesable oy preat-grand-cliblren, and
miany riends whom [adearly love, We all know, as the years go
by, the story of thas preal Tallle, =0 olien told i our days, will
grow in intcrest, to thnse who may enoe alter us, and that my
expericnoe may not dic with me, T will endeavor to 1ed] what I
Enew, what Isaw, and of the hitle kelp | was enabled Lo give

to the woonded aml dyvage 10 thet momeatous struosle.






ONE WOMAN'S EXNPERIENCE.

Al the time of the Battle of Gettvatburg, Mr, Bochler amd |
were living on Baltimore street nlwost opposite the Court house,
which was then a tew building, of which we were all very proud,
for we had anxionsly awaited its cowing. T mention this fact
bocause it figired conspicnously belore, dunog, and atker the bat-
ile. BIy hosband by profession was a lawyer ; Be also edited a
Bepubhcon paper, was a poominent politician, was well kwowd
thiroughout the tovwn, county and state as & stannch Republican,
g Leader among the Leaders, ' Busioess was at o stand still ;
evarvthing was demoralized, times were depressed, and as we
had a famwily of six children to provide for, my busband very
gladly accepted the cffer of Postmaster of aur Tittle Lown, and
filled that office at tha HGie of the semoralle batile, although he
was not present during the conflict,.  Postwasters, especially
prominent *hlack Republicans,”” were iarked men by the Con-
federates, and wherever Lhev conld be seized, were liirried o
Libby and ather prisans whese they sonn disd, or suffered untold
miscrics worse 1bin desth.  That my dear hushand mwight not
fall inla the hands of the Bebels, eacly 1o June I persuaded him,
munch against his will, to prepare for dight should he enemy
make an invasion oo Pennsylvania, as they s0 ofien threatencd
todo. 1 promised to do the best [ could, and if 1 could bhuet be
assured of his spfery, T keew the Tord woold take care of ns,
The Rebels came- Gens. Early and Gordon in command. My
hoshand fled with the mails, so he was nol i Geltysbore
duricg the fight in that memorable June and Juely, 1863,
I am not writing a history of “War, wor of the Battle; I am
ouly telling what T saw, what T 31, what I know about it,
for those who In future vears may read or listen 1o the swory,
silting around the fireside, as T, wlen a child, loved to sit and
listen 1o the story of the Revolutionary War, as it fell from my
grandiather's hips, who scoveil b that was,
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[t s a sad story. Had [ beeo asked oo thint hirst slay ol
June whether T would be equal 10 all the exporiesces of Ui
eventful month 1 shonld bave answered o the nesative,  Haviuy
becn alle threough Thivine elp, o pass Dirongl all that 1 shall
relate in this simple story, [ can oow say. 1 would a part
with my expetience for anrthing the woeld can offer, T psromd
that [ was sble to du ond losnler, even so Bttle, ducing Ui
fearful struggle, 'that this Nation,™ i the wanls of oor Leloved
Lincoln, “might have a new hietl, that the Goverimsent of (e
people, for the people, Ty the pecple, =hadl ool perish from e
carih."’

It was in the carly munth of June, eits, How well di |
remiember the year and the mwmth. T owas thew inowey hicty
seventh year. 1 osm puse oy seyedtity-liest ;o Lol g locking
back it seems Tt as yesterday, soowell o [ orecall the coming
and the goting of e Helels'” whoen we Bodose long ex pecled,
AL througeh May and Jane, there were datly, almost hourly ne-
ports of raids inte Pensi'a, and mice or wice e Uavaley canpe
gs far as Cashtown aud then retreadel, AL Dresl owe were vory
muich frightened by the thooglbitof Rebel soldicrs iwvading ooy
bowm, Laking passcesion of onr jew Conrt Tz ol wther Laild-
ings, and doing all kiods ol bad things, such as we read of i the
papers.  Asday by duy possed, awd they did not come, we o
fatth 1w thieie coming, oud 10 grese to be g ol slory,  We tried
to ke onrselves belisve they wosld never come, il we nade
merry over e geports which continted o he civenlated ontil
they really came.  When we saw thewn, we belicved.

My only simter who lived in Bliealeth, K. T, ol two
damghters about the same age as my Awo ellest parls. Flese
children often exchauged visits; e diunghters gpoing to (e ity
oue stipmier, and sistec’s coming to the connbey ibe next,  “This
was the smer for sistep's childeen e come to Lle couitry, sl
all arranpement had been made early 1 the season fo Hwar com-
ing, Tt as the suupner drew neat s0 many repovts of Rebel inva-
gicne ito the Morthern slates were nllual, wmy sister weots she
thonght the clikdren hal betier postpone their visit,"" neverthe-
less, Lwo of Tien came carly i Jone,

My dear mother Bad een with us during the year ou o visit.
For & woman, she was o greal ||l.'||i1.‘i-:‘i:|llI i red-lot Megmldicin,
and loyal to "'her country and its fag to et beart's core''—in-
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bowdl Bl b Bsicn oo s shie seoutd Tiive been amonge the very
framt i the atbergal ot oo the Bebellien, ol Teing a
serknin, she cowdd only make Roosvie e acatimenis of Toealty 1o
the Stars ool Stripses, By words which wise nol alwavs wiscly
homene Foeoswribiog W= of e el matber, T omean ey disog.
spech, Sl wers o ol Ehristian s, ime o w e vegnescaled s
bvgre chass, Bothe soo6bes Noabhe sl dn Cee Sontl -—sweoanen of inlensg
prath v botimite—I10 w i kv ol doienbes s Lasedd du Ui L -
weatpeent Wl Bery Baibonl eoeey whion 1l saewe Uhe Do RETTTTTIE
par Bl bosd o Lo i sboecsls—somen sl _conbil po lielp sy
bvtber Wi ool o callicr, Decllicy, ok 0 =onn, 0L ciiler Tl Girel a
sl 1 Lhie wlusir waldd .ﬁ'.l.:_: wlicyever b Hisdwl. % wotssin o =ach
anberese el apainsg bose wchom she Telt were oor conniry’s
cnemivs, onght not be bronght in contzer with e, woless by
nedemaily . M Baivr inaislol LLyiale il mdothoer’ = oty ta i
Ieetdn, b petogain el be Ber, takiany seith Der Poee chibibren of mine
anidh e Bwor, wl bl Lasco with us For, gs e davs went by,
ledasbitinl vrnmiers woese olloal, b ciliacis woeie r||.':'J=.'i||;; 1l
Lo, ki wille thean all twear treasures, Fhe Lok sent away
ik wmoisey, storos were elisl, moerchaadiae was =hippod away,
fmshvilmls clonered coes T which wete yswckoed  Lodiseligldd
priushe ol valuades of 201 kols, aml the cars sent oo some dis-
et gt of the Xoath bor salely,

aloe Doechaler swas ooz aoobesigs Lhee sy whin desives] Lo sy
s vk ol opr Tisesebold dccmmmalations as posealde, soowe il o
var seavendere, with one possesatioes, from June vkl November,
oo alinys, Lus wolir jl:l:l. il :-|,|;'|||'|':-.-|,', iy wor Tarne] |.:'|1‘1.'."-|1'||_ CFIET
Labbe Bimen, wur biblimg, shocts Dhonkets pidlow  duses, towcls,
aidl ey obber arfaeles, wath one heal elotles, all ot seliely we
codiled  peab Tove el fos ||'|_r|:u;_'-:_' [ur s '-l..-l.l.:._; e orlivrvsim],
Aovear e Lhie Batle, mvimdin sell Gor seventy-Sve cents o vand,
anad o fricwd el aine patd o fdwdows pries lor g flawoel skive,
Al ale § ]_llur'_:ul'. wewre Tikgghy, aond Joeseeerfes were tol bo T l!;l:-l.l;|l1 ul
ab thal Vime, mn? the pecpde w the South were redoosd to
warpewer skrails Do were we ol the Mockle

| sosstebbinies el with Seicands in tlag Sooth s T THE RS
obes. Sowie whoin oot Bove heen peconsbieted g
sombe biove ot aeed el b= oomesing v ane iy b Lo connpare et
diflferent o s pericnres, ol o bear eur reneds" comments e U
v, W meest sl that whials wee i Lhe Soeesh bk leard Giuies
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and sad expericnoss, their lot was infintiely harder.  Their's was
a lhopeless canse, although they hnd oot yet realiced it, for the
North was in the, right awd bad plenty of men and soney o
back it op. 1 have great admirotion and svmpathe for ons
Staters of the Somih, I mwean those who bave accepted the inevi -
able, who have submnitted to the goneral povernient, wha are
trying to do the best thes can, with the Tittle wieons lelt them, amd
who bave little or oo bitterness o their hearts. T ki Uiere
are just such uoble women faday g the South, for 1 have et
theme, I 15 wlso troce thece are =till many “'unceconstrmeted”
men  amd women i the Sombers Stites—more women  than
tpen—and the women are more bitter than the men. But when
we hear of what these psaophe, whio were Sattlern born, really
suflered, endured, snd wese deprived of @ when we realize whal
the giving up of o, foesossions, of evepsthiong near aod dear
Lo them, meant bo them, [ wonder they con feel and talk as well
ad they da. Bod 1 will resowe my story,

It was ot casy fer my mother Lo moke up ber mind to leave
Gettysburg and o to Eleabeth with the elibdron, aod to leave me
behimd with tlee cldest and 1he vousgeest, bot she Gually went.

Latedn the eveninyr of June 2oilh, ¢ hink it was oo Saturs
day mighi, ) the sky o the directivn of Emmitsburg, ten miles
away, was swddenly illvminated, as by a tremcedows conageea-
twan, People cushed ewt of tlear lewses amd e whele Lown
was panic stricken.  Voery sonn the ory was ratsed *'the Rebels, '
the Bebels bave coessed the line ond are bacsing Loenitsbore
and are marching fowards Gettysbarge.'' The remor was false, as
we found out afterward.  There wis o boge Gre du the direction
of Emmitshorg, with which the Rebcls ol nmhing w do, for
ey hd pol as vet, 10 any laree body, crossed Moson awd Thx-
on's line,  Heoswever we all belicwed the story, we were inoa
costkition to helieve anything, vither good or bad, amd the wheole
town was in the streels all night long discussing the probahilites
and possibilitics.  Soon after midiagght T Jeatned that many of
our citizens were pircpaning to leave their homes on the early
maorninge train, and sfler soie diffieally 1 pecsunded iy mother
to go amnd take thiree of wy chifdren and two of sisters' who were
with me, to Hlizabeth, N, ., ondd Teave e witl my eldest amd
youngest child wo take care of aur lwmwe,  Me, Dockler and his
assistant postmasgter bl already seercted thewscelves ontside of



