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PRIFACE

Ta Mez, C. F, L, Masiennran
I ax afraid that this bool will present the aspect of
a munber of essays thrown together, That 1s not
the casec; it is owing simply to my want of ex-
perience in the handling of controversial matter.
What happened was that T set cut to confront varions
pacifist writers or other writers who were opposed to
the Government of this coonlry entering npon o war
side by side with France—to confront them with
varicus facts and with variovs figures. Dut I dis-
like denouncing my fellow-beings, even though they
be pacilists, and it secmed to me to be only fair {o
present these gentlemen with my own constructive
view of the state of Lutope before the outbreak of
the present war., Thus it has come about that the
constructive portion of the work has overshadowed
the controversial, s0 that the [orm of the book re-
sembles gomewhat a small cottage tacked on to a
large grecnhouse. I am sorry. DBut I hope that the
uvminstructed reader will pay attention specially to
pages 251-2%3, which form the real crux of the book,
and will thus, at least, gather some facts from these
pages; and that the reader of goodwill, but of not

W



vi PRIEFACE

very strong opinions, may have his opinions strength-
encd and cenfirmed, =since, as Novalis says, "It is
certain that my conviction gains nnmensely as soon as
another sonl can be found to share it."”

[ hive to thank the Editor of the Oufloolk [or per-
mission to reprint the Epilogue, which appeared serially
in the columng of that journad, and 1 bhave agam to
thank Mr, A, W, G, Randall for extremely valuable—
apd  Indeed ndispensable

assislance in the cem-
pilation and checking of instances.
F, M. II.
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