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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICE OF THE ATUTHOR

Tar Anthar of the following pagea waa bern in Dubling oy
the 12theof Jampery, I728. He wia descended frem an
ancient family in Treland, seversl of whose branches had
been ennobled. Hiz father, Bichard Burke, was an at-
torney, who, after residing for some time at Limerick,
removed to Dablin. Edmund Burke was elected a Bcholar
of Tronity Colleze, Dublin, on the 20th of May, 1746, In
1747 he was emtered of the Middle Templa. In 1748 he
tool the degres of B.A.  In Pabrnary, 1750, he arrived in
Londom for the purpose of kesping hie terme at the Tempia;
but he was never called to the bar. He took the degres of
M.A. in 1781, In 17066 he published his firet scknowledged
work, entitled - A Vindication of Natural Society,” an
ironieal exposure of Lord Belingbroke's fnlee philoaophy ;
and, in the same yeor, hizs ™ Philoacphies]l Inguiry into the
Origin of cor Ideas of the Hoblime snd Besntifol.” In
1757 he married the deoghter of Dr. Christopher Nugent,
an eminent phywician, Tesiding at Bath, Thia lady survived
him. Abowt this time the * Annual Register™ was pro-
jected, and ished by Dwodsley, in the enmpilation of
which Mr. waa much engaged, and he continued






BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICE OF THE AUTHOR. T

conducting the impeachment. It was drought to a close
in May, 179, when he delivered his conduding address,
which occupied nine days. Buring three yeara the extrs-
ordinary course of evous in Frapce occupled much of his
attemtion, snd in Novembar, 1700, he published the cele .
broted * Rofections an 4ha French Revolution,” eontzined
in the following pegek The popmlfhrity.of this work was
immense. It im said Ghad no loss than 90,000 ceples were
sold at that period, Its publication, hewever, saused a
rupture of hia long friendalip with Mr. Fox, mpd ccopaioned
some severe sbtacks gpop him in §Ppelintent frome his
political oppoments, which he answered in the spirited
vindication of his consistency, entitled an ° Appeal from
the New to the Old Whigs.” Mr, Biurke attended tha
ﬁ:zﬁ wf Commems for the last time pn the 208k of June,
3 whge the-thanke of the Houssy were veted to the
managers of the fmpgachment of Mr. Haatings, and the
prosecution wafl concluded, ¥ the following Angust he
logt his only sofg” & misforthng which po preyed wpon his
moind a8 o hasben hia docessc. ¥n 1795 he received s grant
of two pensions, Ameanting together to £3, 700 per annum,
at the express wish of the King. In February, 1797, he
visited Bath in the hope of restoring hin health, but, after
& rosidence of four monthe without succems, he returned
to Besconafisld, whers he died om the 8th of July, 1797 ;
affer having sttained the highest emioence as an author,
an orabor, sad & statesman,
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THE REVOLUTION IN FRAKCE, 1790

Drar Brr,—You are plessed to osll agein, and with some
earnestness, for my thooghts on the Jate proceedings in
France. I will not giva you pesaon to imagine that I think
my sentiments of such valye as to wish wyself 4o be solicited
about them. They are oftob little consequencs to be very
anxionsly either commilcated or withheld. It wme from
attention to you, and o yon only, that T heaitated at the
time when you first desired to receive them, In the firet
letter T had the honowr to write to you, and whick at

sjength T send, T wrote meither for, nor from, any deserip-
tion of men ; nor shall I in this. Mgy errors, if any, are
my own. My reputation alone is fo anewer for them,

You mee, sir, by the long letter I have tranamitted to
Fou, that though 1 do mest hesrtily wish that France may
be animated by & epirit of rational liberty, and that I think
you bound, in all honest policy, to provide a permanent
bedy in which that epirit may reside, and an effectual organ
by which it may act, it 18 my misfortune to entertain great












