THOUGHTS ON
SABBATH SCHOOLS



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649721207

Thoughts on Sabbath Schools by Hugh Barclay

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



HUGH BARCLAY

THOUGHTS ON
SABBATH SCHOOLS

ﬁTrieste






THOUGHTS

113

SABBATH SCHOOLS

{HEVISED FROM THE Y EDTNBURGH CHEIATIAK WAGAZINE,"
AND PORLISHED SEFARATELY BT REQUEST)

iko

HUGH BARCLAY

" Thdrefare shall vo by op thes my words In yorur hainie  And rroshall vasis
THEN WOUE oWieDaEs,=Dmre, x5, 14, 10 -
 Lift np dhy hands dosrard Bl for the 1 of iy yocx frarpsm"—Tam 1], LE
© T cil FLbmis SPF By ln Mo brmipde, weed mgleg, Fominte bo e som of Tasld.“—
Matri. fxk 145

EDINBURGH

PATON & RITCHIE, 8 HANOVER BTREET
LOFDON ! HAMILTON, ADAMA, AND CO,
GLASGOW : THOH. MURRAT AND SO
FHETH: CHARLES PATON

MDROOLY

2060, 2./05.






CONTENTS.

FART I.
Fasi K
THE CONNEXION BETWEEN THE OBURCH AND THE
BABBATH BCHOOL, s ‘ s i 1
FPART II.
THE TEACDERS, . i $ : i ¢ 11
BART [II.

1
=

THE TEACHING—ITE AUBJECT, . . .

PART IV.
THE TEACHING-—METHOD—B0RIFTURAL, i i

PART V.
THE TEACINNG—THE METIOD—RIMPLICITY, 47

PART VI,
THE TEACHING-—THE MODE—S0LEMNITY, . ho

PART W¥II.
BIBLE OH ADULT (LABSES, . i F . Tl



vi CONTENTS.

PART VIII
VISITATION OF THE BCHOLARS, . .

PART IX,
THE LIBRART—OFFICE-SEARERS—MISETON-BOX,

PART X.
CONCLUBION, . 8 s * . .

raGE

96

110




THOUGHTS ON SABBATH SCHOOLS.

PART I

THE CONNEXION EETWEEN THE CAURCH AND
THE SARBATH SOHCGL.

" Then Hesellah commandsd to prepace shambers in the honss of the
Lard ; and they prepured tham,™—* To give bo their hesthoen by courses,
aa wall to the grent as to tbe emall; beskdps thelr goosalogy of males,
from thevie gears obd and npward, aven onto every oo thal snbereth ionge
the house of the Lord, his daily portien for thelr sarvice o their charges,
wcsording ti their conress,"—3 Cumos, xrod. 11, 15, 18

THE time has now gone past when & portion of our
Christian ministry looked coldly, if not with anfavour-
able and smapicious eye, on the Babbath achool. We
must not, however, judge uncharitably of these who so
thought and acted; or impute to them motives which
they did not themselves avow, if they did not actually
disclaim. It may have been with many of them that
there was no latent hostility to Gospel teaching, or the
godly upbringing of the young, but a well-grounded
eonviction that this duty, in the frst place, devolved on
Christian parents; and that the best and most appro-
priate Sabbath school was, as it still is, the family
hearth; andthe best of human instrumentality, the Holy
A
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Scriptures and the Amserably Catechisma, taught from
& father'’s mounth. This is, doubtless; & duty which no
parent can perform by proxy; but it is, nevertheless,
onein the parformence of which the best of parenta
may have his hands strengthened, and hia work
made easier and more successfirl by well-adapted
aunxiliaries.

Perhaps some of the objectors might have emter-
tained an undefined jeslousy of lay teaching in the
provinee of religien. Others might fear that the seeu-
lar might, in time, predominate over the refiyious ele-
ment in the instructions giveo ; and that the children
might carry more of the week-day school into that of
the Sabbath, than of the latter into the former. But
we have reason for gratitnde to the Great Teacher that,
in this respect, the Sabbath school of Scotland has ever
stood out in bold and holy conirast with the Sunday
school of England ; and that the sacred hours of the
Scotch Sabbath school have been wholly devoted to the
same object as those of the sanctuary,—the teaching of
the Gospel of God's Son,

This class of objectors, at one time formidable,
but losing strength every successive year, had tar-
ried behind the sge, They had not hesded the
alow, silent, but sure advances of the tide of po-
pulation, with its large masses drained from the rural
districts, eollected into the mighty reservoirs of great
towns, and there mingled with the muddy and bit-
ter waters of gin and vice, These worthy men, sested
in their quiet studies in the country, and doing to
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the best of their sbilities their duty to their child-
ren and domestics, with m blind charity supposed
that all others in thia Christian country were alike
alive to & sense of duty, and equally active in its dis-
charge. They knew their little flocks of Aundreds,
and did their best to atiend to their early colture and
more advanced progress in divine life. They knew
very little of the world beyond the sphere of their
congregation. They knew nothing of the large man-
ofacturing towna which had been rapidly super-
indoced upon rural villages, and of the large parishes
containing many villages of industry recently sprung
into existence,

The Christian Chorchand the Government, alike to
blame, stood aside in apathy, and saw the population
thus rapidly incressing in numbers, and progressive
in everything but in that ‘which alone constitutes o
nation's true grestness--its, righteousness. The sheep
were scattered without a pastor, and ofitimes became
a ready prey to the false teacher. Even in the paople's
proneness to embrace error, thers was evidence of the
void within, and the innate eraving of the soul for sus-
tenance, The generation of Babbath-domestic-teach-
ing parents passed away, and with them that hallowed
hour of family worship, when Christ, invoked, him-
pelf stood within each humble circle, end spoke peace
to every heart, realiring Hip gracious promise, that
# Wherever two or thres were met in His name there
would He be in the midst of them."

The lack of godly teaching in the family produced



