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“ Honoar thy Father and thy Mother"
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PHILIP AND RACHEL PRICE.

Beroven and venerated parents, your memory is
cherished by your children with o devoted affection :
Bhall they pay no outward tribute of respect, nor leave
of you any memorial for the future? To you, under Pro-
vidence, we owe it, that we breatha the breath of life—
that we apen our eyes to the glorions light—beheld the
beaunties of all erented thinge, and rejoice in o happy
existence, To you we owe yet more; that we were
truined to lives of usefulness, guided in the paths of
virtue, and from your lips received the inspired words to
turn the heart in love to God. With us and our children
the recollection of beloved features will puss uway; and
ghall the memory alse of your worth, affsctions, and
devoted serviee with us perish for ever! The thonght
of it brings the reprosch of & delinguency in filisl duty
to you, sud also of the neglect of the sacred obligation
we owe o our posterity, to perpetuate your precopts and

example, for their observance and imitation. To eom-
. a4



4 THE HUMBLY GOOD.

memorate thess I wonld invoke to the service more than
the akill of the Egyptian art of conservation, that your
charncter and memory might be embalmed in the hearts
of our descendanty in sll the purity and beanty in which
you lived, and yet Hve in the recollections of your
children : And aa your long lives were a bright exempli-
fication of the power of (lospel truth, se may your
memory live in ita light and life,'ﬂhrined in living tem-
ples of lova and devetion, for ages to come.

To commemorate by written memorial all thoss of good
name who have lived and died would multiply books be-
yond the cspaaity of readers to peruee more then a very
limited seleciion. The beneficauce of the Creator pro-
duees in his crention the good and the beautiful in bound-
leas profusive. The sequestersd Sowars that bloom unseen
by haman aye, and * waate their swcetness on the desert
amr,” do not uselessly grow,—but produce & seed that in
time may germiunts in light, and lond a cure to the heal-
ing art. The humbly good that pase thremgh life and
challenge no admiration of men may unobirusively inatil
into many hearts sentiments to be perpetusted for the
moral and religious preservation of onr race: And if
their virtuea do bat bloom in the sight of the Creator's
Eye, and shed a fragrence that in bot an incense to Him,
they will not have lived in vain.

To claim a worldly distimetion for those whese endea-
vour it ever was—t0 do juelly, snd to lova meroy, and



BLENDED NARRATIVE. 5

wulk humbly with their God"—would be to act in con-
flict with the spirit that wctusted their lives. Acting
solely in obedienee to their apprehension of duty to man
and his Creator, such a pretension would be rebuked by
the recollestion of that self-wntchfulness that ever
guarded them agninst the weskness of human vanity, and
aceounted all that was good and exeellent as emansting
from o Divine Bource; the morit of which man cannot
rightfully elaim as his own. Yot all of their history that
may be useful to others, in precept or example, it is &
duty to rescue. from forgetfuluess and loss; and to per-
petunte it, is in porfect consonunee with their sentiments
and character, If their lives were rightfully devoted, the
reeord of the testimony of that devotion eannot fail to be
usefol ; and faithfully to portray, is unavoidably to com-
mend,—for the facts speak praise: But praise eannot
reach “the dull eold ear of death,"—and their offspring
cannot share it but by a like deserving,

The plain and simple memoirs of Philip and Rachel
Price will readily and harmoniously blend in the narra-
tive. United early in life, they lived together in eordial
affeetion and harmony of views for more than half o een-
tury, Born and educated in the Society of Friends, and
both st sn early age brought under that Tivine influenca
which alone ean constitute them truly its members, they
devoted their protracted lives faithfully to the duties
which ita discipling, its testimonies, and its faith enjoin.

1%



(] BIETH AND PARENTAGE.

The one uecessively &n overaeor and elder and the other
& minister of the Goapel, they were never ealled to move
under diverse views, and wore only scparated by the ealls
of duty leading either to the visltstion of distant places,
when the sacrifice was made from the united semse of a
religious obligation. These separations were felt to be
privstions in proportion to the intemsity of their affec-
tion, but in a like degrea waa the sacrifice & source of
¢ongolatory reflestion, when their minds were brought to
tha test of the inquiry whether they bad fulflled the
Divine injunetions leid wpon them. In the performance
of the services required they wers often separated in per-
son, but in harmony of freling, dewntion to duiy, love for
each other and for their Maker, there wue over 3 noity in
te mind and one epirit.

Prrure PricE wad born the Sth day of the First mouth,
1764, and wes the fith in the line of lineal descent from
Philip Price, who came inte Penneylvenia with the Welsh
gottlors, who in 1682 took up Merion, Haverford, and
Radnor townships, and increasing afterwarda settled the
townships of New-town, Gloshen, sud Uwehlan (1 Froud's
His. 221). The name wes continved to him through
but s gingle male representative in each generation from
the frat pattler. Hiz father, Philip Price, of Darby, died
9 month 17th, 1811, His mother, Hannsh Bonsall, of
Kingsessing, was of ¥nplish descent, and of a family of
the first settlers in that placc. They were both members of
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tha Society of Friends in good esteem, the latter an elder,
lived together in close barmony half o century, and
extended to their children the gusrded education recom-
mended by the discipling of their religions soviety.

Raouen Price, born the 18th dsy of 4th month, 1763,
was o daughter of William Kirk, of Hast Nantmeal,
Chester county, the tenth child of Alphonsus Kirk, who
came from the North of Ireland, and settled in Centre,
New Cnstle county, in 1689 (1 Proud, 218), and of Si-
bylla Davis, who was of o family of enrly Welsh sottlors.
They were also members and held in esteem in the Reli-
givus Bociety of Friends, and their children received from
them the religions eare customary in that sociaty.

The parents of neither were wealthy, and as o grazier
in Kingsessing, Philip Price in the same season suffored
the lose of his stock of fat cattle by the British, and
afterwards of his poor by the American army, during the

Willinm Kirk, removing from his father's residence
near Wilmington, prior to the middle of last century, was
& pionéer in o new settlement, and. encountered the usual
hiordships: and perils of those who first penetrate the
wilderness, to fell the forest and reclnim the earth for
cultivation. At an early period of this settlement, when
the elearing was small and the crops in proportion; a
severs winter esme on, with s heavy snow three or four
fisot deep, and drifting, made the roads next thing to im-
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pamsable. Tt found them destitute of provimion. The
father rode all day to procurs s supply, but returned at
night exhausted and sick, withont any smoosss. Tha
feelings of the wife and mother were roused to make
another effort to svert stervaticn, Hhe set of next
morning and beating her way through the smows on
horseback, reached Ceorge Ashbridee’s mill, now Mill-
town, near Westiown Sohool, 8 distance of more thsn
fourtesn miles. Fhe offered her web of homespun !L;:l.ﬂ
mext, year's erop in pledge for meal ; frankly confessing
that they were withont foed and without money. The
willer—honoured be his mame, a5 yet it i= in Chester
 connty and the city of Fhiladelphia in the third and
fourth genceatione—took only her word, and furmished
her the mesl, and offered to pupply the family nntil the
next harvest. The huebend in hor absenes had appeased
- the gharpeat oravings of their children’s hunger by the
rinmnga of the Woeading howl, apd at night they foond
reapite in sleep. But the sleepless husband wetched in
‘deepent anxiety and yympatky for ker return ell the night
long, during which the heroie wife had battled with the
mnows. She reached their cxbin in the morning, with
the presious store for relief, and the hushand and wife,
overcome with joy cod pratitude, fell into each other's
arms and wept,—much to the sstonishment of ber young
brother, a lad of ten or twelve years of age, at such n
manifestation of rejoicing,—who psensibly hastened to



