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PREFACE,

Tk Directora herewith offer to the members of the Mercantile Library Associa-
tlon & gecond Supplement fo the Catalogne, This, it i hoped, will materially
facilitate the searcher, who will now have but three alphabetical lats to examine
{not including novelst, inatead of abont twenty wa horet ofire,

Mo changes of contequence have hoen made o the plan of ecataloguing for
thiz Bupplement, The French novels and the German novols have boen paced in
eeparate lista ln the classified part, fur the convenionce of our increaslng constitue
ency of readers in thoge languames.  The novels have been catalogued in one alpha-
bet instend of two, bt sach bork s catalogued exantly &a before, viz : 18l Under ils
anthor's name, ond 24, by fta tditle ; se that the whele of hoth the two lists heretofore
used are rolained, It (s believed that this use of one alphabet ingtead of two will [
& vonrenlence.

These alterations, ns far a3 they go, point 1owands s modileation of aur IyEtem
of cotaoguing which will probably bw themght worily of sdoption whenever s com-
plete new catalogue shal] be made, The need of such o cotnplete new catalogne srows
duily mote obvioua. Our cutaloguing spstem lies bren go abaped durlug the past
fow years as (o admit of the mndifeation referred to, withont any greal changes
or great expenge.  Tnoig probable thal Lhe best model for sneh g colaligne wounld
be thel rocently published by the Philadelphis Mercansile Libraty, Oo Lhis plan,
ah lenst as iU ought fo be developed for our own purposes, eacl ook would be en-
lered in three placos, viz: 1al, under the euthord nume; %, by iha title of the
boak; 8d. under the noww of the seljoct af the book; snd ull tlese entries would
be arranged in 2 singie alplabetical st This wonld satisty & zoed which is inces-
santly fels by ouc suhecribers, and by our ataff; for, in the great majority of cases,
ib a Whe title of'n book wiich the applicant remembers, o vlae it fa a anbject abont
which b wants some ook, wishont knowinge what hook,  Our present alphabetical
catalogne 18 o respestable list of wathors' names. Mout of the Litles would serve
their purpass tor the seeoml proposed mwetled as they piond s wvd the seotion heads
of onr present classification torm o good bagis for the third method, 1 is with &
view Lo Lheir nltimate use in this menner that these zections have, from time Lo fime,
been mub-divided and inerewscd n number, Lo ba ready, ud fur as possible, for &
transfer Bodily o place in one singla Alphabeted catalogue,

The eollectlon of books catalogued v this second Supplement well upholds, it
is believed, the reputation of one Libwary. Tt ncludes oot only & fll representa-
tion of both the solid and YNghter liternture of wur own couwlry, but an extensive
arra¥ of the moss nseful and infereatlng Tiyligh publicatlons of all kinds, amd 5
considerable number of valuable Prench and German worka, beth in belles lettoey
und in more weighty departments of knowledze, We re confident that no library
in or near this eity approaches this o the opportvnities it sffords itg patrons for
keeping up with the intellectual achvicy of the worll,

Ieiadue to Mr, A, L Cotheal that s word should be said here in acknowledg-
ment of the lrge pumber of booke presented by him, whess titles appent in this
Supplement, and which eonstitute, it Ja Delieved, the largest single donstion of beoks
ever given 10 he Library. While many of them have hecome obsolete, they form
collectively u curivus and valuable record of Lhe Lislory of business, and of the pro-
gress of instroction in modern Tunguagea; and they #lso inelede many hooka of
intersst and volue which could nol ensily e replaced.

On bebalf of the Board of Direction.

GEORGE ¢ CLARKE,
CHARLES H. WILSON, %catatoguu Commitree.
JAMAER BRUCH, Jw.,

Mencayrine Lisrany, M. Y.,
April, 1872
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