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PREIFACGE:

—

I arenr plead, with tewth, = the solieitationa
aof frjends" ns my apoloey for Appearing 1
print: hut as wine B oan nupeactioad pen, the
pabihie, pevhapa, oy deoaned o betler vonson,
Withont any erlipe | have lwen an inmate of
the foulest of Soniliern [UAEGIEN anl o eok-
panton o the beave wen whose comdition il
treatment hus called foeth the svmpathy of
the wation, awl which will vet eall farth the
eandemimtion of e civilized worlill, [ was
ane of the Pty ihot '|:l|:||||u:l[ ar]l  exeented
one of the most retarkalde L T |.‘I|H'|.'|.H
tr history—the record of which will Lie en-
uving ax that of the wor el The lilvea
Al perils of which [ owaas o Il:l]"l:llil‘]' will, 1
am well  ssenrel, sive an terest ta thess
prrges wlhieh the eimem of style van weser hin-
vt to o tale wanthng i stiming ineiden, T
write, then, simply Teense T Tave o stary to
tell, whicl wany will take pleaswree in Leaving,



4 PREFACE.

and which, 1 doubt not, in aftgr years will
cmploy a more skillful pen than mine.

Those with whom I have =at arvound the
camp-five, shared the weariness of the wmarch,
anil the dangers of ihe battle, will like "my
story mone the less for being plainly told; and
my companions in Libby, and the partners of
my flight, will think of other matters than brill-
iant sentences aml round periodz, as they read
these pages. I eclaim no leadership i the en-
terprise of which I write—the time haz not yet
come to giwe honor to whom honor is due; the
reason of my silence in this respect will ap-
pear in the course of my nareative.

When I began these pages I had no inten-
tion of earrying the reader heyond my escape
from Libby, I have, however, been indueod
to wdd an aceount of Sherman’s great eampaign
against Atlanta; and while this will, perhaps,
have less mterest for the general reader, it will
possess more for these who were with me in
that memarable march, My friends, I am sure,
will he indnlgent; may I express the hope that
all others will have their sympathies too much
nronsed for our brave boya, still in peison, to
he critical ¥ I. N. Jomxerox,
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