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Preface.

I-Il'::.‘ bk has been writton o
1 thousand miles frem the
gopves 1L descnbes, Lt hos
been ustined oo the writer,
by the pleasure of Tiving over again the
sumimer life under winter skies, and by
that sense of “outing " which e enjovs
when engaged onomacters remolely con-
nected wich one's acdens ol voration,
Hecause remolely conuocled | have
hesitated tu prict it Dot having found
some of the skeiches 0f Characler re-
ceived with tnterest wher o] Lo sevaral
larze gatheringa, | iope thoer uticrs will
fimed them not uninterestiog o prind
The book bas not, however, been wiit-
ten as oan amuscimers chiely, 1 have
i



hoped that iU might dad wirrant by some
meastre  of success W meeting  these
alms, nauely:

To show that a Lalf acre near a large
city may hecome of absorbing interest
and incellecinai profic to any one who has
ordinary powers of observiation, smail sci-
cntific knowledge, and lmited time,

T demonstrate to wy vounger breth-
ren i Lhe Christian miniscey that ic is
well to study @ad aMbate with the piain-
est people wmonr wihom we live; these,
and not the favored, possessing chicly
the characteristivs which reward soudy,
namely, originality, unigue experience,
troe dnd  selfesucrilicing svmpathy, and
the joys of growth and conguest.

e nothing has busgination added o
the characters or seenes herein sketched,
par is the secnence of evenls anywhere
changed to heighten interest. The stnd-
ies of character are true sketches of men
and women T know, or have known, for

sopte are demd,
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