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FREFACE

This work waa undertaken to discover the exaet status
of the negro in one of the horder states, An effort has
been made to give definite information as to the legal, social,
economic, and religious condition of the negro from his in-
troduction into slavery in Celonial Western MNarth Carolina
to the abolition of alavery in Tennessee in 1865.

The study reveals the strugeles of the alave from o status
of servitude under the common law through the institution
of slavery regulated by an extensive slave-code into the
final condition of an almoat helpless citizen with a responsi-
bility for which he was only partially prepared.

The status of the free negro is alzo established in his rela-
lions to both the slave and the whites, Tt was rather dis-
appointing to find that the free negro was mere digadvan-
taweonzly aituated than the slave. He never attained cither
civil or political equality, although he exercised the zuf-
frape until 18234, He was subjact to a speeial code dillerent
from either the slave code or the regular code.

It iz clear, however, that the negro, whether slave or free,
was making progress, He wag receiving an industrial
lraining without which he could never have suatained him-
gelf without help, when freedom came. His training for
active participation in the hody politic was negligible. He
was taught the leszon of being ohedient to law.

A constructive part of the study is the disclosure of a
large body of loval friends of the negro in all his stages of
development. These consisted of not only the abolitionists,
the Friends, and the anti-slavery forces generally, but of
more conservative individuals who saw that the negro could
be fitted for freedom only by a gradual process. The courts
of the state deserve special mention in thiz connection.

The study has been a difficull one to make becauze of the
seareity of the sources and the deplorable eondition of those
that were available. The county records of Tennessee have
pither been burmed, thrown away, or thrown together in
heaps in the basement of county court houses. The state



