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PREFACE.

Many works have been written relating to statistics but,
to the author’s knowledge, none have been devoted exclu-
sively to the explanation of the practical part of statistical
work.

The first work written in relation to a new branch of a
science or art is apt to be doubly unsatisfactory—to the
author who is unable to refer to other writers and profit by
the criticisma of their work, and to the reader who often
fails to find the particular subject in which he is interested
given the prominence he thinks it should receive.

The writer of this work had the advantage of ten years’
gervice as an accountant before beginning statistical work,
Since June, 1873, or for nearly fifteen years, his duties have
been statistical in their nature. Being naturally inventive,
he bas not been bound by old methods but has endeavored
to introduce improvements in the manner of doing statisti=
cal work. He has been advised to put into book form the
principal features of his system of practical statistical worlk,
and the results of his experience in the past fifteen years,
including his connection with three censuses—two State and
one National,

He is aware that his work is tentative; that in a few

years there will be much more to write, and much that is
(v)
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now recommended may be 5upf.rslcded by better forms and
improved methods. His aim is to continue to be a student
as long as he is a statistician, and he hopes that he may,
himself, contribute to future editions of this work, if they
should ever be issued, and in other ways, more valuable infor-
mation than he is now able to supply,

The science of statistics is destined to achieve a great
development, and the practical statistician is the one to
whom the world looks for honest and assiduous endeavor to
broaden the application and elevate the character of the work
done in his chosen field of scientific servicee The practical
statistician must be expert in the use of figures, but such
aptitude is only the mere alphabet of his work ; he must know
the tendencies of the times and select such topics for inves-
tigation as will answer the public demand; he must frame
inquiries, draft schedules, write instructions for those filling
in or answering inquiries, examine the returns, at the same
time correcting errors and supplying omissions, adopt and
supervise the application of the most improved methods of
tabulation, prepare the material for expressive and concise
presentation in print, and give therewith such careful expla-
nations and exhaustive analyses that all parties will agree
that the truth was his object, that he has found it, and that
progressive action may be safely based upon the results
presented,

Boston, April i1g, 1888,



