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How to Fish Dry Flies thet Imitmte American Tront Stream Insecix

The Floating Fly is More Widely Knowun

The dry fly has made rapid strides in the estmation of
American trout fishermen during the last ten years, so that
the new art is now widely known all over the continent,
although it is not, as yet, practiced to any great extent,
for the reason that method and special tools have not been
fully described in a simple manner. [ believe every thought-
ful trout angler wants to acquire the latest and best up-to-
date information about dry fly fishing so that he may learn
to test his skill in this most satisfying branch in the art
of angling.

The object of this little booklet is to give a detailed,
easily understood definition of the dry fly in compact form
as a handy guide, to describe exclusively how the art may
be practised on American strecams with dry Hies copied
from native insects without any reference whatever to
methods used on British streams: this field has been so well
covered, not only by eminent English writers, Halford and
others, but also by two expert American anglers, Emlyn
M. Gill and George M. L. La Branche, who have described
their views with great detail and compared the difference
in the method pursued in England, as well as by themselves
on our own streams. If it is the readers’ desire to go fur-
ther, and study the art more thoroughly from the British
standpoint, they should get Halford's books from England,
and read "Practical Dry Fly Fishing,"” by Emlyn M. Gill,
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“The Dry Fly and Fast Water,” by George M. L. La Branche,
both will be found valuable to the angler in showing the
adaptability of the dry-fly method to American streams.
BDtE books are published by Charles Scribner's Sons, New
York. However, to be just with my readers, it is only
right they should know that these two books were issued
in 1914, two years before any classified list of Amer-
ican trout insccts had been made, or my book on American
trout stream insects had been published. So that their
books exclusively refer to their use of English type dry flies.
On page 41, in “Practical Dry Fly Fishing," the author
says: “Whether English dry flies tied to resemble Fnglish
insects, imitate exactly in all points similar insects common
to American streams is 2 mooted question.” This mooted
question has been settled by the writer who has proved that
English dry flies do not resemble in size, color, or form
any of the American trout stream insects. Some English
insects are similar to Amencan, but there is always a differ-
ence in size or color of the artificial flies.

The strictly consistent rule laid down both by American
and British dry fly experts is, whatever dry fly is used, it
must ¢xactly imitate the species of insect that trout are then
taking as tood, or at least the insects visible at the time
on the water. If the reader has studied the “‘charts” in
Trout Stream Insects, he will, to a certain extent, know at
any time what kind of insects are likely to be rising by the
period, temperature and time of day. )i‘he writer has prac-
tised dry fly fishing more or less for twenty-five years past,
but not exclusively—his views being too broad to entirely
ignore the great advantages of wet fishing, or even live bait
and artificial lures on American streams.

There is no question whatever that the English dry fly
will seduce American trout, especially Fontinalis, fario and
irridius, but the same can be said of the old wet style
favorites, and the new style nature flies. It is left entirely
to the angler's judgment whether he prefers to fish with
English dry flies that do not imitate our insects, or remains
loyal to the old American favorites which do not imitate
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insects, although now tied as floating flies for dry fly fishing,
or, that he prefers to make a trial of those new nature flies
tied expressly from careful pictures of living American
insects. All three of these classes of flies are sold by Wm.
Mills & Son, Park Place, New York City.



DRY FLY TACKLE—-THE ROD

Casting the Fly is s0 Extremely Delicate

The method of fishing with dry flies is so extremely deli-
cate, artistic and precise, that it is almost compulsory to
use the special tools now made for it. These special tools
—rod, reel, line and leader are somewhat more expensive
than what is used for wet fishing, yet, if reasonable care is
bestowed on them, they will last so much longer as to be
cheapest in the end.

When you buy a new rod, have it made to fit yourself.
The length and weight all depends upon a man’s physical
power and build. Generally speaking, the short man re-
quires a three to four ounce, eight and a half foot rod
Medium size man fits to a four ounce, nine foot rod. The
large, heavy man can use—if so desired—a heavier weight,
but anglers, big and hLictle, buy their rods no longer than
nine feet, four and a half to five and a half in weight. You
cannot cast the dry fly accurately, or far, or properly handle
a heavy fish with a very limber rod along with a heavy
weight line.

1t is conceded by many experts that Leonard rods are
unapproached for dry fly fishing. They have no com-
petitors in lightness, strength, or fexibility, and regular pat-
terns of any weight or length are made suitable for both
dry and wet fishing. If the amateur buys = Leonard, he
should order the mountings oxidized and an additional agate
guide in place of bottom guide on the butt of rod, and also
agate guides on the two tips which greatly facilitates cast-
ing. The price of these rods is about ffty dollars.

SomE “Down'ts” ReEcarping Rops

Never lay your expensive rod on the ground while ex-
changing leader or flies; if you don't step on it, an obliging
companion will. Place the rod upright against bush or tree.

Always keep joints well oiled at end of season; if they
stick, pull out without twisting.
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