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INTRODUCTION.

Tue Author’s motive in publishing this Little Trea-
tise i, primarily, to leave behind him a mark of re-
gard and csteem lor some excellent individoais, lovers
of angling, ere be guit for ever the rapid streams,
majestie rivers, atd still lakes of his fatherland, with
their bonny banks and hrees. At the same time, ke
must confess be would never have presamed to have
done so, had he not beev prevailed apon by their re-
peated solicitations, fram his diffidence m appesr-
ing before the public for the first time. He trosts
therefore to their induigence, in net criticising too
severly his firat attampt. That it wil bave many
enemies from inferested individuals, he i= well aware,
but the sdyantages accrping from its publication,
will fully compensate him for disclosing minutely
the art, from his practice of pearly half a century.
Should his first Iissay be favourably received, which
he has reason to anticipate, he begs leave to intimate,
that it is only the precursor of amother, more co- .
pious, and of consequence more efficient work (it is
algo far sdvanced), irom his having the assistance of
the first anglers in the united kingdom ; this being

only his own practice, and no adventitious aid from
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Looks, or otherwise, It will also be his study, that
it shall oceasionally be interspersed with anecdote
and fun, not trite but original, to smuse the angler
when in a recumbent position, waiting under a tree
or hedge, for a clond passing hetween bim and the
sun. He will now close this preambie by remark-
ing, that it has been a watter of surprise to him,
that although it is now pearly twe hundred yesrs
since Isaac Walton published his Complete Angler,
every one who has written on the subject, has been
almost invariably his wily plaptarist, as may be seen
by comparing the book of that truly excellent and
worthy man, with the publications which have teemed
from the press on angling since the above period ;
and it may be troly surmised, that most of them have
been written in some obscore garret in London, by
authors who were perfect novices in that innocent,
sublime and meditative recreation. When every
other art has been propressively improving, that of
angling seems to have retrograded, whick can be
attributed only to one of the following causes, viz.,—
that selflsh jealousy which some expert anglers in
a great degree possess, in not disclosing their art;
or, perhaps, to that modest diffidence so character-
istic in the generality of those who follow that si-
lent and reflective recreation. The Author will
now finish the Introduction, by assuring the reader,
that if he pays the attention requisite to the brief
instructions laid down, be cannot fail to be a8 com-
plete angler,
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NEevER angle with a smwall rod, even in streamlets;
you eannot drop the fly in with that precision and
delicacy at = distance, a long one ensbles you to
do. It ought never to be less than twelve or sixteen
feet, not bending at the top, when held Lorizontally ;
bat, on the contrary, standing out gracefully from the
root to the tip, tremblingly alive it the slightest motion
of the hand ; vibratiog and felt by it at every throw ;
it ought not to be supple in the middle, nor stiff at
the root, as most of the rode are that are hollow for
reserved tops. The best wood to make them of
is hickory, that from scme parts of the West Indies
is supposed to have the greatest elasticity; but all
of this wood, if properly made, are good. Lance-
wood tops some prefer, but from experience I have
tound them not so serviceable as hickory, as they
often break, apparently from the short grain of the



