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PREFACE.

Tms little volurme scarcely needs a Preface ; it tella
ita own tale. It is composed chiefly of letters
written by an elder to a younger a:iaber, who wﬂa
called for many years to endure much s Bn.ﬂ.g
body and mind. These sistars were faithful

ciples of Jesus on earth ; both are now with Him
in glory.

The dealings of cur heavenly F‘nth&r with them
were in some respects widely different. The one
to whom these letters were written was afflicted to
the eye of senae almm}t-\be J{Bd,. mheasure. For
many months her bodily phidi; Knd mmehmea her
mentsl angnish, was gfera beyond: -lescription.
None who knew her wﬁll cﬂu.ld Adoubt her union
with Christ, so evident wire the tokens of her fel-
lowship with Him ; ; yet often she seemed to walk
in darkness and bdd no light. Her faith was
sorely tried; and at length it was only by &low
sud painful degrees the earthly tabernacle was
taken down, that her Immortal spirit might go free.
It was nob thus with the elder sister. -She was
ever radiant with joy and peace in believing. She
appeared to live in the perpetual sunshine of her
Baviour's loving emile. Yet the wes eminently
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iv PREFACE.

fitted to sympathise with hor suffering sister, and
to suggest thoughts to the afflicted one which en-
livened many an hour of weariness and pain, And
when it pleased God to take her to Himself she
was spared the distress of a logering illness; the
call to her to pass out of time into eternity came
with a suddenness which would have been terrible
indeed had it not found her ready at once to arise
and depart hence,

We donot think that any who read the following
letters will be tempted to ask, “ Why have they
been publiched?” Are thers Dot many in the
Church militant whom the Lord hath chosen in
the furnaee of affietion ¥ Are there not numbers
of His own children to whom His loving wisdom
hina appointed days of anpuish and nights of weari-
neasf Mgy it not comtort some of thesa to know
kow other pilgrims along the way to Zion, who
have gone before and reached the everlasting rest,
auffered in like manner, and were upheld by the
grace which flows from the fulness of Jesus?

Should the publication of these letters contribute
in any degree to this result they will not have been
published in vain. The comfort which was origin-
ally intended for one will overflow for the eonso-
lation of many, to the praise of Him who ie the
comforter of the cast down—**a very present help
in trouble.”

E. RIPON.

Palueo, Ripon, April 3, 1880,
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