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OLD BABYLONIAN BUSINESS AND LEGAL DOCUMENTS
(The RFH Collection)

By Tetorant James MEsx
Jemes Millikin University

The following texts are part of a collection of tableta purchased
by the late Dr. Robert Franeis Harper from a dealer in London some
years ago and kindly loaned to the author with a view to their
publication. They are business and legal documents from the time
of the First Babylonian Ddynasty. Seventeen of them have to do
with the usual affairs of privatc busincss; the rest are temple and
palace accounts. The tablets are not very well preserved and in
many places arc very difficult to read. They come from different
sitea in Babylonia, but in many instances it is imposaible to say
definitely from what place the tablet has come. In only one
(RFH 1) is the oath taken in the name of a god. In some no date
formula i3 given or it 15 broken away, and most of the formulae that
do appesr are altogether new. Quite a number of these in their
form suggest that they belong to the Ur Dwynasty. Others are
probably to be located in the Dynasty of Larsa. The general charae-
ter of the formulae, the presence of Klamite gods in several of the
personal names of the texts, and other characteristics all go to
confirm this.

The texts present a considersble number of new personal names
and contain several new titles of officers. Many of the date formulae,
a8 already noted, arc new. The names of new deities and several
others that arc rare are found in them, and in 8 number of particulars
the tablets are of more than passing importance.

In view of the general familiarity with contracts of this period,
it has not been thought necessary to treat the texts very fully. The
plan haa been to condense the material as much as possible and take
for granted much that is common knowledge. Only those points
that might offer some contribution to our knowledge are discussed.
Even when the tablet is quite fully treated, the names of the witnesses
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are omitted. These are fully given in the Index of Personal Names.
The same is true of the seals. The Index of Tablets in most cases
gives all the information with regard to the character of the text
that it was deemed necessary to include. The iablets have been
named the RFH collection out of deference to the memory of
Dr, R. F. Harper. By the courtesy of Dr. Harper's heirs, these
tablets are now the property of Haskell Oriental Musewm, the
University of Chicago.

The author desires herewith to express his indebtedness to
Dr, D. D. Luekenbill, under whose guidance the work was completed
after the death of Dr. Harper, with whom it was originally under-
taken. Thanks are also due to the auihorities of the Virginia
Library, McCormick Theologieal Beminary, and of the University
of Chicago Libraries for their courtesy in allowing books of reference
to be taken out of the city.

RFH 1 .

6. ugar Mi-k-tim. Mikium is evidently a personal name here,
of line 11, efil Mi-ik-tim. It is very seldom that ugar iz used with a
personal name: for an example clsewherc sec Schorr, BZPR, 224, 2.

10. efil Gubbdium stands in apposition to line 8.

12. Me-i-te-[en-na); restored from II R. 67, 66, ™ Mi-e-de-en-na.

19. i-be-ag-pa-ru. The fourth sign is written ku, but is manifestly
a seribal error for ga. o

23f. ‘The names %A ba-du-ul and A-di-ellats® definitely establish
the existence of a divinity, A8,

25. Io-ap-ku-ub-gl: another occurrence of, the name Jacob-el.

27, Bu-ku-rum, cf. Bu-ku-rum, B4, V, 480, Zg-zg-nu-um, of.
Zu-za-nu-um, Ranke, BPN, 180, and cf. A-za-za-nu-um, RFH 4, 30.

30. mu gu-za Innane Tin-ir™ bo-dd]. This date formula
would seem to be & variant of mu &-ki-ke ‘Tnnona Kd-dingir-ra®
ba-d4, which ia given for the 11th year of Abil-Bin,

RFH 2

1. } ko pisiatim. 2. "I-din'Samed. 8. itti WSin-pilg-ah. 4.
wI{i g-ga-barum. b, & pa Um-mu-era-ah. 6. dt-ba-antied. 7. a-
na o} Nlsannim dm 3™, 8. "I-din-"Samad. 9. rukkom mimma
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baan-gub(?). 10. ena pa Um-mu-eroah. 11. & Td-abarum.

12. lugal-e sn-na-na-abgégé. 13. mu lugalbi in-pdd. (Five wit-

nesses.) 20. ki&ib "inim-ma-bi™d.  21. mu ¥ Sin-ivi-bo-am lugal.
TRANBLATION

One-third ks of ointment Iddin-Sams’ borrowed from Sin-pilab, Ili-
abirum, snd the secretary Ummu-eral. On the 30th of Nisan Iddin-
smdmtnmdummhohtmmtuhemtun%othemmtmum
and Ili-abirum, the owners. By thekinghe swore. (Five witneases.) Seal
of the witnesses. ‘The year that Bin-iribam became king.

NOTES

4, wilogborum, varant -o-birum, line 11; of. “Semad-oba-ru,
Tallqvist, Neubsbylonisches Nomenbuch, 187

@mvmmﬂmightﬂmhemdﬁmwm.

6. hi-ba-an-ti-ef; plural by attraction to the three namea preceding,
which belong to the predivate, not the subjeot

9. fom (U) =rubfu, “ointment,” IV R. 10, 30. The end of this Line
is written over an erasure and is 5o badly rubbed that the signs are not at
all certain. The meaning, however, soems to be clear.

14. A-bu-wm-ilum (AN). AN here and elsewhere may be transcribed
Amnum, but I have thought it preferable to transeribe it everywhere as {fum
and not venture to indieate those instances in which it would probably be
more correct to read Anum. oM3ak-ku, title of an officer; cf. Jakkd “com-
mand, control,” Muss-Aruolt, DAL, 1025b; of. also *™#zak-ku, op. ci.,
2805, Another possible reading is 9% spg ¥, where ku is the phonetic com-
ploment of sagmFaku. For a discumsion of this snd other titlea seo

18. Mu-ka~o-a. A verb form, mu-ka-a-a, appesrs frequently in Harper,
Asmyrion and Bobylonian Leflers, e.g., 348, 7; 242, 7. For discussion sce
Behrens, Assyrizch-babylonische Briefe kultischen Inkalis, 79, 110,

17. rab $ar-kw, title of an officer, of. ““siw-h Muss-Aruolt, DAL,
1118b.

21. One other tablet containing this date formuls is edited by Beheil
in OLZ, VIIT, 350f. My carlier conjecturg that Sin-iribam belonged to a
time before Hammurapi (4485, XX XI, 286) and that he was one of the kings
of Larss has been confirmed by Clay, Miscsllaneous Inscriplions in the Yale
Babylenian Collection, 82, 10, where he is set down as the 10th ruler of Larsa,

RFH 3

1.1 meot 83 "i. 2. 1 meal 78 udw-nila. 3. 30 sal-su-du.
4. 35 sil-du. 5. 20 stl-mag. 6. 4 me-af 46 'GJut®, 7. fa Beli-ti-in,
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8. na-kid A-pu-Si-nu. 9. i "Sin-if-meni. 10, g-ng ri--im.
11. im-fu-wr. 12. im-me-ru-um i-ha-li-gu-ma. 13. {=ri=th. 14. mu
lugal-bi in-pdd. (Seven witnesses) 22. kifib A-ju-Se-nu. 23.
worad Ntsannim, 24. mu bara-gal Uri*-55 ba-dg.

TRANSLATION

The shepherd, AlyuSunu, has received from Sin-iEmen! 183 ewes, 178
full-grown sheep, 30 new-born ewedambs, 35 new-born lambs, 20 large
lambs, (altogether) 446 sheep, belonging to Belitjd, to pasture. If a sheep
be loat, ke shall make restitution. By the king he swore.  {Seven witnesses.)
Beal of Abuunu. The month of Nisan. The year that the great sanctuary
was built in Ur.

NOTE&

1. We have in this tablet & combination of the two numerieal systems,
the decimal and sexagesimal: so also in RFII 4 and .

3. eal-su~du. su, whose usual meaning is maSku, is here a kind of sherp,
Tt appears elscwhero in this sense in RFH 4, 3. 4, 8. 9, 14, 15; RFH 25, 5;
snd several times in the University of Penneylvania tablets, see Torézyner,
Althabylonische Tempeirechnungen, 11, 11, 42, dw 1= sn adjective modifying
su. In the tablets here published it alweys appears with su and in line 4
with L. So far as I have been able to diseover, it appears in this sense
elsewhere only in Pinches, The Amberat Toblets, 121, line 5. It is undoubtedly
to be identified with dié, “new-born,” s used in Myhrman, BE, 3, No. 79,
1, dii~, varisnt of tu{d}~do, 21, 23, 29. .

24, This same date formulas appears again in BRFH 30. It would seem
to indieate & date in the Dymasty of Ur or the Dynasty of Larsa. Tt is to
be placed in the time of Sumu-aburm, since this and the following text evi-
dently belong together (see note in loco) and the Istter is dated in the 13th
year of SBumu-asbum, A date formuls very similar to this i given for the
reign of WaradSin by Chicra, LAD, 74, (d), mu “Wared"Sin lugele
bdd-gal Uri*-ma mu-hi-; of. also two other formulse supposedly belonging
to the Ur Dynasty, Thureau-Dangin, B1'C, 260, Rev. 3, mu bdd Uri® ba-dii-u,
snd Myrhman, BE, 3!, No. 133, 17, mu bddgal Nipru® Uri¥i-ma bo~dii.

RFH 4

The identity of ome of the officials in this text, Sin-i¥ment, and
one of the shepherds, Ahufunu, with the official and shepherd of the
préeceding text would suggest that the owner of the property is the
same, viz., Belitijd. The general similarity of the two texts goes to
confirm this. The tablets in their contents, seript, color, and texture
of clay are quite alike and must have been written by the same
scribe.




