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PREFACE.

Tuu design of this work Is to fornbsh an epitome of the leading
principles of the scisnce of Zoilogy, a8 dednced from the presemt
state of knowledge, so illusirated as to be intelligible to the begin-
ner. No similar trestise now exists in thia eountry, and, indesd,
some of the topios have pot been tomshed upon in the English lan-
guage, unless In & strictly technical form, and in scattered articles.
On this acoount, some of the chapters, like those on Embryclogy
and Metarnorphosls, may, at fret, seem too abstruse for scholars in
our comman schools. This may be the case, until teashars shall hava
made themealves somewhat femiliar with subjests comparstively new
to them. But so essential have thess suhjacts now become t0 & correct
interpretation of philosophical eodlogy, that the study of them will
hereafter be indispensable. They furnish & key to many phenomens
which have been heretofore locked in nrystery.

Being intended for American students, the iflustrations have baan
drawn, a8 far =s possible, from American objects : some of them are
presentod mearely as ideal ontlines, which convey & more definits
jdes than sccurate sketoches from neture ; others have been left ime-
perfect, except s to the parts especially in questicn ; a large propor-
tiom of them, however, are aeourata portraits from original deawings.
Popular names have betn employed a8 far sa posaible, and to the
seisntific names an English termination has geperally been given ;
bat the tachnical terms have boen added, in brackets, whenever mis-
understanding wes apprehended. Definitions of those lssst likely
s be understood, may be found in the Index.

The principles of Zodlogy developed by Professor Agassiz in his
published works have bean generally adopted in this, and the resulta
of meny new researches have been ndded.

The suthors gratefully scknowledge the aid they have received,
in preparing the illustrations and working out the details, from Mr.

1*



L] PREFACE.

E.Descr for many years an associate of Professor Agaanis, from Count
Pourtalés and E. C. Cabot, Fag., and alse from Professor Asa Gray,
by waluabls suggestions in the revision of the letter-presa.

The firat part is devoted to Comparative Amatomy, FPhyesiology,
and Embryology, as the basis of Clessificstion, and also to the ilhas-
“tration of the geographical distribution and the geological succession
of Animals; the second to Systematic Zodlogy, in which the prin-
ciples of Classification will be epplied, and the principsl groups of
snimals will be briefly characterized.

Ehould our pim be attained, this work will produce more enlarged
idess of man's relations to Nature, and more exalted conceptions of
the Flan of Creation snd its Great Author.

Boarow, Juns 1, 1848, ¥

PREFACE TO THE REVISED EDITION.

Ix revising the present “ork, the anthors have endesvored to
render more precise those passeges which admitted of foo broad =
signification or of o double interpretation; and to correct such errom
aa had arisen from inadvertenes, or such as the rapid progress of Sei-
cate Las discloscd. They are Indebted for meny suggestions on
these points to several distinguished teschers who have uscd the work
8 & text book, and more especially to Professor Wyman, of Harvard
TUniversity. Sevaeral antiroly new parsgraphs hove also been added.

A list of pome of the prineipsl acthors who have made original
rescarches, or of treatises which enter more into detail than wes ad-
missible in an clementary work, hos been given at the close of the
volume, for the use of those who would pumue the mum aof
ZLofilogy in & more extended manner.

Tha work having thus been revised and enlarged, the suthors mub-
mit it to the public with increased confidence in i sccurncy and
sefinlness. '

Bostox, February 1, 1851,
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