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PREFAUCE.

The prohliem which the question after the origin sl inter-
pretation of the Tetragrammaton offers to the historical stwdent
of the Old Testament ig one of the most lascinating ones of the
mauy which the Jewish Seriptures present.  Unfortunately the
material from which to work i2 not very large,  As the sources
outgide of the Old Testirment are of & rather donbitfol value, we
are compelled to base our investigations wainly npon the few
statements contained in the Jewish writings and the stady of the
historieal development of (1) the political status of the Hebrews,
and {2 the religions belief of the Hebrows,

I conut myself happy that my teacher. Professor Prince, Las
permitted me to chioose this subjeet for my dissevtation. My most
hearty thanks ave due to Lim for the kind interest which ho has
always tuken v my work and for hie snggestive instruction,

I also gratefully acknowledge my indebtedness to my teacher,
Professor F, Brown.,  To hig inspiring teaching T owe my love
for the historical study of the Ol Testament, s kind interest
has never been wanting, and to him T owe many valuable sug-
gestions,

My thanks are alse due to my teacher, Professor Oshorn, for
his teaching and the kind ionterest he hos taken in my work,

This dissertion was completed in the smmmer of 15048, Cir-
cmmstances prevented me from referring to the latest literature
on the subject,

Haxs H. Sroen.

New Yorg, October, 1901,






THE ORIGIN AND INTERPRETATION OF THE
TETRAGRAMMATON,

The most primitive name of God found in the Old Testament
is @7, The root of the word is doubtful.  The question of the
etymology is very iutricate aund the couclugions are dubions.

Some derive the word from the stem 598 others derive it from

.
the stem 798, with reference to &1, thoungh the meaning they

give to this root varies, This name is very ravely used in prose,
Aceording to E 58 was the God of the patriarch Tacob, whose
centor of worship was Bethel, Gen. 51:18; 85:1-3. In carly
poetry Y seemis to have become a proper nawme, It is sl
217 times,

The divine name TO8 i a pleralis maojesfaficus. Tt is
characteristic of Ephraimitic writers. .J uses it chiefly in poetry,
e e Gen, B:1h, 8, 55 127 3 'J' 44:10 ¢ Dout: 82:17, 89
P employs it in Genesig TS times. O ER is used to signify the
God of Tsrael 2400 times; it designates rulers 170 times, e 4.,
Exod. 21:0;" “angels,” 27138 (77 22 Job 1:6, “divine beings™)
Gen, 1:27; “goda,” e g, Exod, 15:11. The question arises
now, Is Elohim conneeted with EI 2 The probability that OVeR
ie a plural of 58 ie very strong. There exists in biblical Aramaic®
a unmber of words with two consonants which insert a 7 in form-

ing the plural form, e.¢., 2R “father,” plur, 77028 0@ “name,”

plur, "‘".|"""l.'D also Byriac i_'[ “father,” plur, IA:LE-.} s fae) “miother,”
plur. }mf ]:_«:,.:1 “female 5:_=r\m|t ' plur, 14-._.:1 We have alsoa

Hebrew word which fovis the ploral in this manner : TR
“female servant,” plural form DR,

| Gesenius, Therourus; F. Hllie, Zeiteckrint fir wiss, Theol,, Vol XVIIT; T. Noldeke,
AEA W, 1880, g 7T

e Aminst this intorprotation son 2410, Vol X1, pp. 181 ag,
200 Marth, Groammal. o, bibl, Aram., § 56,

1 f, Brockelmann, Syrische Grammafik, §115
G
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In this way we may salso account for the 77 in DTSN,
The 6 is due to the fact that the primitive Semitic @ has per.
petuated itself only in rarve instances, having nsually changed into
at Noldeke thinks that there may be a possible connection
between 3R and 27T0R.

Another name given to God is 73R, This uame oceurs 52
times in the Old Testament.  OF {lese ;1 ie fonmd 12 times in the
book of Job, T pre-exilic timesz this nmuee is employed only
twiee, Demt. #32:15, 17, provided thiz poem iz not post-exilice,
In fact, snch words ns =8, DIZ7S0R, and =£3, which are of a
very late origin, would forbid us 1o regard Deut., clhiap, 32, as
being pre-exilice. Cornill” sayve: “We scarcely dare take an
earlier date for the poem than the el of the Babylonian exile, il
woe have not to assiern it tooa muel later dade” Tse 150 10 which
this name occurs, T Delieve Telougs to o period oot prive o that
of Fzra and Nelwemink, perhaps to s very Iate period. Dubm,
loew. regards the psalm as “sebir Juag.” wud assigus it to the second
century. to the times of the Husmoenenns, Tt is remarkable, how-
vver, that ﬁ:‘:{ iz smployed only onee io the whole peal, while
in all the other enses the crdinary term Lor God s used. 1o
thee parallel passage, 2 Sam, 220028, we have Wit leaves, theres

a
—,

fore, no dondw that =28 is an loeevlion by oa later edilor,  The
other passiges where tlie word 9% aecurs as a designniion of
the Gead of Terael are Pas, 502220 1107 L84 18 Prov, 80:5
Tea, dd:5: Tlab, 5:3; Nel. th1T, Noue ol these prssages iz
prosextlic.  Tlabo, ehap. 3, does oot belong to the genuine
prophecy, but is o wuweh loder adilition,  This showe that TR
his not been used o the Old Testament previons to the times of
the exile nor during the exibe,  Thepelore, il fl.":ﬂ ig the singular
form of 7R, Lhe very earious lact preseots itzctf to ue that
the plural form has been in use cenluries before cven anyone
thonght of using the singular form. It is mueh easier, however,
to sceount for the Lorm 98 as heing an artificial poetic singular
obtained by inference from Elohim. FoR is peed a number of
timnes, not of the Gaod of Tsrael, but of a heathen deity, e g,
2 Chron. 32:15; Dan. 11:37-80; Hab, 1:11; 2 Kings 17:31,
Kethity Job 12:6, Hab, 1:11 doee not belong to the gennine
propliecy : ves, -1l were inserted by a later hand.  Henee all the
passages in which PSR aecurs are late.

VO Btada, Helordifeoe (o, § 7o, B Eidelung, bl ood., 150, p
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The name ";I'N gignifying “rwy Lord,” was a divine pame in
Judal at an early period.  When it referred to God it was always
written with & Gmets in the fonl avllable, but with Pathach
when it had reference to man,  The word is an intensive plural
denoting excellency, as ie also 2SR, It cceurs 455 limes in
the Oll Testament,  In later times copyiste substituted  this
name for 5.

o, used with WL Aanother name for God. seecmns to
have eriginated from (he eowception of SW° as the God of the
covenant of David,  As DIWRZZE Le s the god of Lhe battle areay
of Israsl, Sowe, however, velor il lo the heavenly liosts and
hosts of leracl.  Bol the conception thal he s the Gaod of the
heavenly hosts is o mauch later coneeption,  'The name signifies
“God of hosts.” Otod being dimiplicd,  Altogether it ocenrs 285
timnes,

By these fow which T have chosen From the many nawmes given
to the Tsraclitish deity in the (0d Testament, we see thal each
ol elrnilies somethiog definite. A IR L is either the Sirong
One or “ihe one wlom wen strive to resch,” “das Ziel aller
Moengehen Selnsucht and alles Mepsehenatvalens,”"  As 2518
he iz the troe Codl ger” Sfoyqge. As DSRIZE he stands inoa delinils
relationship 1o David aud lerael. This leads us o 1he conclusion
that the different names given o Gad were not mere designations
by which the Tsraclite conld address his doity, but, as was alsa the
case among all primitive peoples, the name cither oxpressod a
characteristic of the person or god too whom it was given, or it
expreseed a certain relalionship between the person or the god
thus named and the people,

The most fmportanl name given to the Tsmmelilish deity o the
Old Testament is the one expressad by the telragrammaion 795797,
Whenee does it come and what does iU mean ?

The name Yabweh is cxplained hy some’ as being con-
nected etymologically with the Indo-Aryan “Jovis,” It is then,
derived from &w “to ghine.” hence Yaliweh wounld sigmify the
“hright ether.”  This name is also declared to be ideally, though
not etymologically, related to “daeva,”” #deus””  Thus the name

& Lagrivrde, Orfendntio, Vob, 11, g 8 G88, Naekrickien, 1882, p. 1T,

TVon Bollen, Seasade, pooatil; Vatko, e ], Theol, wissenechoffl dorgest,, p. 8725 J. G,
Maller, Die Senetten fn (heeo Ferditaiee 2 o, (eaneiten. wned Joaphe fhiten, 1875 p. 1063
Schlottmann, HBueck Hiob, e 1% Rag, [ For oorecent statement of thig viow, with some tew
Fotires of spocial interost, aee Thonas Tyler, ' The Oeigio of the Tetrerammaton,” Jewish
Guarferly Rewiew, Vol, X111, gp. 581-00,— EDTToES. |



