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DR. BEILBY PORTEUS,

BISIIOE OF LONLON.

— r

UI"C'H the merits of the venerable
Prelate, of whoese writings a new and com-
plete edition s now presented to the world,
the public sentiment has long and justly de.
eided ;s and it is under the rmpression, that
whataver rebates to him will be read with in.
tevest, that a History of his Life is here pre-
fixed. Icould much havewished that thetask
of preparing 1t had fallen into abler hands:
but thus far I feel justified in saying, that
it has been drawn from the mest authentic
sources, and certainly with no intention to
raise  his charaeter by undue ponegyric.
The portrait of such a man is best delineated
n the simple colouring of truth; and it has
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been my anxious endeavour, so to repre-
sent itin the following pages.

Dr. Berzny Porteus, late Bishop of
London, was the youngest but one of nine-
teen children, and was born at York on the
Sth of May 1731, His futher and mother
were natives of Virginia, in North America.
They were both descended from good fa-
milies, and, during their residence in that
colony, were on a footing with its principal
inhabitants, W many of whom they wereal-
lied.  His father wus of no prolession; but,
being born to what i thal country was con-
sideredd as an indepondent fortune,  lived
upon his own estate. Tt consisted chiefly of
plantations of tobacco; and on one of these,
called Newbaottle (from a village of that name
near Fdinburgh, once belonging to his fa-
mily, but now in the possession of the
Marquis of Luthin), he usually resided,
The house stood upona r15111g pround, with
a gradual descent to York river, which was
there at least two miles over: and here he
enjoyed within himsclf’ every comfort and
convenicnee that a man of moderate wishes
could desire; living without the burthen of
vies, and possessing, under the powerful
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protection of this kingdom, peace, plenty,
and sccurity.  The Bishop had a singular
picture, which, though not in'the best style
of colouring, was vet thought valuable by
Sir Joshua Reynolds, as a specimen of the
extent which the art of painting had reached
at that time In America: and he himself
very highly prized it, as exhibiting a fuith-
ful and interesting representation of his fa-
ther's residence,

His mother’s pame was Joonings, She
was said to be distantly related to Sarah Jen-
nings, the wife of Jolm, Duke of Murl-
borough: and two of her ancestors, Sir
Edmund and Sir Jonathan Jennings, lived at
Ripon in Yorkshire, for which place, it ap-
pears, they were both representatives in Par-
liament in the reign of James the Sccond.
Her father, Colonel Jennmgs, was Sir Ed-
mund’s son, and the {irst of the [amily who
settled in Virginda, where he was superin.
tendant of Indian affsirs for that province;
became afterwards one of the Suapreme
Council; and lor some time acted as De.
puty Governor of the Colony.

The principal reason which induced the
Bishop’s father to quit a situation so per.
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fectly independent and comfortable, as that
he had in America, was the desire of pro-
curing for his children better instruction than
he conld there obtain,  His health besides
had been much impaired by the climate;
and these causes combined, determined him
at length 1o leave the country, and remove
to Inglad, which he accordingly did in
1720, and fixed himsell in the city of York.

In onc respect, however, and that anim-
portunt one, this change in his sitnation was
aticnded with consi erable inconveniones;
[or, winlst his cxpenses every vear mcress-
ed, hisrevenue diminished wmost in the same
proportion; and either by the negligence or
di:honesty of his agents, he reecived little
more than a lourth part of what ought o
hiave been his real income.  But still, even
with such contracted means, he accomplish-
ed the object nearest to his heart, that of
giving his children an excellent education;
and certaindy, in the mstance at least ol the
subject of these memoirs, his kKindness was
repaid beyond his inost sanguine expecta-
tions.

After having been for several years at a
small school at York, Mr, Portens, then ot
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the age of thirteen, was placed at Ripon,
under the care of Mr. Hyde, an upright,
sensible, judicious man, of whose attention
he ever entertained a grateful remembrance ;
and from him, at an earlier age than 15 now
usually the case, he was sent to Cambridge,
where, by the recommendation and under
the immediate snperintendance of his clder
brother, Mr. Robert Porteus,® he was ad-
mitted a sizer at Christ’s College, of which
Dr. Rooke was a2t that time master, and the
only perscn whom he then knew m the
University.

His attention, whilst he contipued une
der graduate, wis dirceted chiefly to mathe-

* Thiz exeellent man had the lving of Cockayne
Iatley, near Fotton, in Bedfoodshire ; and I canoot
meniton his name, withoul offering jn this place a tri-
bute of a™eclionate vespect to hiz mewory.  With very
consiebernble Bileravy attaiinments, he combined the great-
est men'lencss aud simplicity of maoncrs.  Exemplary
i all his domestic duties, he was beloved by his fomily
tndefatigable in the Dlwours of his sacred office, he waos
vevercd by Lis parish.—XNo one ever more uniformly
maintained the Clristian chavacter: e by tliose who
koew bis many vivtues, hie was most sioeerely regretted.
—He died in the prime of life, and is uried in Hatley
ehurel,



