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Iflum fi proprio condidit harrea
Quidquid de Libycis verritr areis,
Gaudentem patrios finders fveulo
Agras, Attalicis conditionibus
Nunguain dimoveas, ut trabe Cypria
Myrtoum pavidus nanta fecet mare.
Heon.
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ADVERTISEMENT.

THE idea of a charafer now almoft ex-
tin€t in this ifland, gave rife to the follow-
ing Poem; in which 1 conceived the defign
of exhibiting the manners of the laft century
in 2 country gentleman of family, as con-
tradiftinguithed from thofe of borough-

mongers, merchants and miners.

To this defign, Comnwall appeared pe-
culiarly favourable; asit not only furnifhed
me with one or two primitive efguires, fuch
as were formerly to be feen in almoft every
part of England, but with an abundant

fpawn of the latter defcription,
b



i ADVERTISEMENT.

On thele principles, and with thele views,
I proceeded to the confiruétion of the Poem.
It would be neediefs to particularize the
charafters, and improper to anticipate the
ftory, by which I have endeavoured to con-
nelt them ; though I mutt obferve, inregard
to the manners of the reprefentatives of the
Houle of Andarton, that, if at all interefting,
they muft, at this point of time, produce
their proper efieft. So great a revolution
in the little moralities of life, has lately
taken place, that we are anxious to catch a
few traits of the laft age whillt yet they re-
‘main vifible, and to prelerve tlhem, at leaft,
as curiofities.

There are many, indeed, who will * calt
* a longing lingering look * on the hero of
expiring chivalry—many, who, not yet able
to accommodate themfelves to the reigning
opinions, will reverence even the prejudices
of their forefathers, as connefied with the






iv ADVERTISEMENT,

houfehold ceconomy of their anceflors,
would regard with plealure, or fuch as a
lover of claffical antiquity would contem-
plate with the keeneft delight m the private
lives of the Greeks or the Romans, Thofe
few glimpfes of the domeftic manners of the
ancients, which we perceive in the writings
of Ariftophanes, or Plautus, or Aulus Gel-
lius or Pliny, are fo extremely pleafing, that
we eagerly with for additional light : we re.
gret the want of fuch particularities as might
afford us complete gratification on the fub-
ject.

With refpeft to thofe upfart gentlemen
concerned in mining-adventures, or borough
chicanery, they were not only neceffary cha-
ratters as contrafled with the principal per-
fonage, but feemed to rife naturally from
the fcene, amidft the views of Cornith man-
ners and ufages. Except the reprefenta-
tives of a few old families, the gentry of






