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THREE LECTURES

THE RIFLE

LECTURE I.

On the Rifla, showing the noccasity for ths infrodue-
tion az a Uniwversal Infantry Weapon, Delivered
af the Unifsd Service Fnstitution on #he 108k of
July, 1857, =

My Cmumwaw, GeErrizwes, oxp BoLprees,—
I am permittad to sddress you on the subject of

musketry, and I shall,—

lsk. Endeavour to show the necessity for the in-
troduetion of the rifle, 88 & universal infantry wespan.

2nd. The mode by which it is now being intro-
duced into the British army.

drd, The adventages which must ensue therefrom,

4th, I ghall advert to saome objections wurged
against it

Before proceeding, I mnst pay a fribute to ** Brown.
Bess,” and willingly admit that it was a very formi-
dable wespon at very ehort ranges. Its deadly fireim

-
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close combat, in the Peninsula, at Waterloo, in India
and elsewhere, is patent to the world, and honourshle
testimony has been borne to ita merita by those aguinst
whom it was directed ; nevertheless, partiality must not
be suffered to blind us to the defeets of our old friend;
for with the bayonet fixed, it waa the shorfsst gun carried
by sny European army—the heavisef,—fired the lorgest
ball and charge of powder,—had the greafsst recoil —
the ahorfesf range,—and, worse than all, tho Zessf
aeourgoy !

It was folly to attempt to fire with it againgt small,
ar at all distant ohjects; and the British acldicr found
himeelf almost powerless when contending against Aalf-
olad aavages or ssmi-civilised enemies. How, them, T
may be asked, were our former vietories grined ¥ The
answer is, so far as British infantry contributed to theso
glorious results, most nobly did they perform their
part, by vanquishing opponents who were armed with
muskets pegrly a8 bad es their own; they cerfainly
conquered with * Brown Bess," not #hrewgh * Brown
Beaa; " but rather, they earned laurels in spits of it,
and I have no doubt whatever but that equal success
would have bean atfained in meny instances, had our
infantry been armed with a pike, supported by, nom-
combatents in rear, furnished with means to produce a
reasonable amount of noise. In facf, the imperturbable
steadiness and coolness of the English soldiar when
under fire, and the calmness with which he waited
until the enemy’s column approached to within a very
#hort range, must have occasioned fearful destruction,
and the wortk wus complsted by the bayonmst and
cavalry.
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The shooting powers of the English musket, pattern
1843, were tested in o series of experiments undertaken
et Chatham in 1846, under Lient.-Colonel M‘Kerlie,
Hoval Engineers, by order of the Government, whose
clear and able report concludes as follows :—*¢ Tt appeard
that musketry fire should never be opened beyond 150
yards, and certainly not exceeding 200 yards. At this
distance (200 yards) Aslf the shots missed a lwrged
elaven feet siz inches, and at 160 yards a very large pro-
portion also missed. At 75 and 100 every shot struck
the target only two feet wide, and had the deviation
increased simply aa the distance, every shot ought te
have siruck the target six feet wide at 200 yards;
instead of this, however, eome were observed to pass
eeveral yards to the right and left, some to fall 30 yards
short, and others to pase as mmoeh beyond, and this de-
viation increased in e still greater degres, as the range
increased. Tt is only then under peculiar cirenm-
stances, such =8 when it may be desirable fo bring
fire npon field artillery, when fhore ars no cfker msana
of replying fo if, that it onght ever to be thought
of naing the wmeket at such distences ss 400 yards.”
It isan undoubted truth, thet the comperative worth-
lesamess of infantry fire was deplored by intelligent
officers of all armies. The following extract from
¥t Decker's Three Arms, translated by Mejor Inigo Jones,
Prince Albert’s Hussara' (page 14), will show how lowly
it was estimated :—*'The fire of the line decides noffing,
and is generally kept up to employ the men in the front
line, till other troops are brought into play.” How
significant! Had the word * also™ been introduced, it
would have read thos, “Hll other iroopa are wlen
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bronght into play.” Mr. Decker adds, ““ To make the
fire of the line effective, it ought not to commence
forther than 200 yards et the owfsids, when only ome
shot in Zes will hit on an average. It is even now and
then employed to keep young or bad soldiers employed,
ond to bluné the sdes of donger. The reason is piti-
fol ; however, 8 soldier remaine with his feelings as &
man, but forgets his homan weakness in the heat of
battls.” “ Buwarrow, also, kmowing the inefficiency of
Lins fire, used to tell kis soldiers that three carfridges
wers enongh for each; with ons he was to shoot an
etemy 30 yards off ; the second man he was to bayaned;
and all the rest would run away.”

Heneo it seams 0 be admitted, beyond 80 yards it
loet all certainty of hitting a singls man; st 200 yards
it ‘was uneertsin even st largas bodies; at 300 yards you
might shoot all dsy, at a targst eighteen fest sguare,
and mever strike it omoy; so that s man wounld be in
porfeet security although fired st from sunrise to sunset,
at even & shorter distance than 300 yards provided the
firer made & fuithfal promise chraye to avm af bim; but
should he take the Liberty of aiming 60 yerds right or
laft, sbove or below, I should then be sorry to anewer
for the posssble consequemocs.

The following extract from * The Rifle and How to
Use it,” by Hans Busk, M.A., Lisutenant Vietoria Rifles,
will tend to throw light upon the point in hand (page
18):—* Nothing indeed oould have bean worse than the
weapons supplied to every branch of the service during
the Penipsular War, unless it were the want of skill
displayed in their nse, To give an idea of the mise-
rable- deficienciea im both partioulars, I may mention,



LECTUEES OF THE EIFLE. &

upan the authority of Colomel Behlimmbach, of the
Prussian Artillery, an officer of great experience,
whose statistical calenlations extend over a long series
of engagementsa during the wars of the First Na-
poleon, the indisputable fact, that, on the aversge, a
man’s own tweight i lead and fes times his weight -
irom were consumed for each individual placed Aers de
combat |

“ At Vittoria, on the morning of the 21st of June,
1813, each Britich infantry soldier had in his cartouch-
box 60 ball-cartridges, altogether 5,000,000 rounds ; be-
gides which 1,850,000 rounds move were issned by the
field-train to the troops. We will assume that only
3,676,000 wers altogether consumed.  Naow, it is known
that, on the side of the enemy, 8,000 cut of 90,000 men.
were killed and wounded; consequently only one musket-
shot in 459 took effect; and this caloulation excludes
entirely from sccount the injury inflicted by S0
pieces of srtillery, each firing 73 shot or shell, or s
total of 8,570 rounds. Taking this into consideration,
we may readily believe that there was not on that ooea-
#ion about one musket-ball in 800 which was not utterly
thrown away. To show that owr infaniry of the line
so lately as 1851 hed mot made much progress in the
use of ‘Brown Bess,” I may add that a patrolling party
at the Cape, in the month of August of that year,
expended 80,000 ball-cartridges in killing or dissbling
twenty-five naked savages; just 3,200 rounds to each
Cuffre !

¢ (teneral Gassendi eetimates that 3,000 cartridges are
axpended to every man disabled, and which is stated as
the proportion at the battle of Balamence. Tedesx



