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EDITOR'S PREFACE,

My FaTHER acquired o knowledge ofthe German longnage
during his travels in the country in 1515-16. Ile trans-
Inted some of the minor poems of Sehiller in 18235, Luter,
his attention wagdirected to German Theology, and findine
there wus no Engelish version of Eichorn’s © Introdoetiom to
the Biudy of the Old Testament,” e seb (o work o make
oneg,  For this purpese he studied Hebrew and Aralic
with Greek he was well acquainted.

Bul he gave up the task when he had translated a
portion of the work, and he tock no steps for printing
even this, Now, in his wiuety-sighll year, lie has asked
me to have the fragment printed, 'The translation was
tpde from an early edition of Bichorn's works,

From my ignorance of the langusges of antiquity, 1t is
not within my competence to do move than to eorrect the
proofs of the translation. 1 regret that eircuimstances
prevent my calling in further help than has been kindly
afforded by the printer.

The progress of Biblical eriticiem in the last hundred
years 15 so great that Eichory's * Introduetion to the Study
of the Old Testament * may be of infarlor intersst to the
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works of later writers, bot Eiclhorn was a pioneer in the
field of Biblical Criticismn, His writings are distingnished
by moderation, ingesuity, sonnd learning, and eominon
sense,  They may therefore still be rend with intersst
and advantage, and their value is not sliogether lost, in
spite of the long period of time which has elapsed since
they were first published.

CEERTETINE & T, NTREVE,

G2 LUTLAND GATD . ferember 1EHA,



PREFACE

T

THE THIRD EDITION.

However willingly T migrht have undertaken the labonr
of givieg an entirely new furn to this new edition of the
f Introduetion te the Old Testarment,” wy contermporaries
have hitherto aftorded mie small oceasion tn exchanee the
results of my former researches agninst other convictions.
[ am obliged, therefore, to coufine myself merely to remedy
the defects of the former editions to the best of iy judg-
ment and power, and hring the present onc up fo the
level of the existing state of Diblical Literature. The
proposed alterations, then, alfect less {he entire work than
itg details, and T hope to have omitted nothing essential
from new works which may have nppeared, either to its
increase or improverent.  May the public be enly as well
pleased with the present as wich past editions !

To its indulgence and the unseen blessings which, as
an author, I have hitherto reaped, am T alone indebted for
the courage with which nndismayed I still proeeed on
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my path of anthorship, though vexed not seldom by the
unpleazant chances along the same which grudge and
greed have brought opon me.  Iiven as regards this book
they have not been wanting., For although its rightful
publishers and anthor have done everything to place it as
cheap as possible in the hands of the public, and to that
end itz five and a hall quires {of the former editions) or
124G sheets, in spite of the deamness of printing, cost the
Luyer, as the shop price, even withonf the loast abatement,
only 4 rixdollars and 8 good proschen, veot still towards
this cheap book the ravenous hand of piracy was stretched.
and immediately after the appearance of the former
editions the value of their property was repeatedly re-
duced o the publishers and author. Netwithstanding
thig injury the publishera will otly rmsc the price in
proportion to the increased cost of printing and paper
sinee 1788, Should it, however, now pleasc the pirates,
according to their wsual practics, to seize the property of
this new altered and improved edition, the necessary
measures are already laken to reduce their fulse wares to
wasty paper,

Immedintely after the eompletion of this new edition
aof the * Introduction to the Otd Testament ™ the short and
popular form of the poetical soriptures of the Jews, of
which I published the Bock of Job two years ago az a
gpecimen, will be sent to press, and this book also T chall
make it & duty to give to the public as cheap as possible.

GoETTINGES @ Lt 17, 1808,



