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PREFACE.

The pullication, or rather, the printing o lindrel editton for prie
wate pivenlation, by spocinl snbeeriplion, of the following poems, lhas
avison from the desive frequently expressed by the friends of ihe
authors to possess the Cooagers in an authentie form,  More than
onee sinee their fire sppearance in the columns of the daily news-

papurs, efforts have heen warde for (heir collection in print, amd one or

two wnant horized  matherings lhave thua been mnde, while numierons
copies mere or less complete, prepared with considerable tponlle, hive

been eireulated in muniscripl. Theve wppears (o be now a gool ip-

portunity For o soove permanent edition of the pocis,  The thnes are
sufticiently vemoved from the firet publication to do away with any
foeling of asperity, however alight, which may lave sttended their

orfginad appesvance; For the vorees oceneionally, it muost be admitted,

bal their sharp sativical polnts, thongh they wore shenthed o good
Bnmer and allevinted by polished mosienl cxpression,  While any
feekling of Wostiliny I8 thus obliteratel, we arve not foo far remoyel
from the date of theee productions Lo lose the benelit of consuliniion
with comtemperaries in the explonation of allusions growing duy by

day more obeenre, A liberal supply of noles, indecd, 18 Imlizpersan-

Ble to the woderstanding and enjoyment of the Croakens, s

live Been upplied with no linle palpstaking from the best resourees

at bl

wnil B s bulioved will present a faie claim to meenrmey,
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Vi PREFACE.

The golleclion will be found to eontain several oviginal Croakers
by Mr. Halleck, which, thongh written at the period of the olhers,
bave nol hitherto seen the light, while severn] ndditions of o similar
nabure hove been mude from the manuseripts of Drake. The new
poems ave indieated in the table of contents, to which we may also
rofer for the datee of publication,

We connot present these youthfal publications of the anthors 1o
the reader, without o fuether expreasion of admiveiion, not merely of
thedr felicity in literary cxecution which ronks them with (he lesi
local satires, but of the genern]l good humor withont harsbuess or ili
will by which they are chorneterized. Troe wit and homor know
how {0 guin their emls without lncerating the sensibilities of the
individusl, We are none of us out of the reach of these weapons, or
insensible (o their severities; but we believe it may be said of the
Choakers, that their stroke, though never pointleas, has inflicted no
ungeamly injury nor lefi any lasting wonnd.  They are written in the
language of poets with (he selfvespect of the gentlemnn,  There are
no lines to erop for their Tndelicory, or apologies to be wmde for
transgressing the privilegel lmits of this species of literabare,

To New Yorkers, the Cneswens will olways hove o special interest
for their illusteafions of the notable acts of notalle pen of the Tast
generation in the city and state, snd it may not be foo mueh o sy
that what is in thiz way of veal interest to Now York, may not he
altogether unworthy of attention in sn historicel point of wiew
thronghout the couniry,



