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INTRODUCTION
DESCRIPTIVE OF THE VIENNA PALIMPSEST (s)

§ 1. Title, number, history of the MS., previous editions, &¢. In the
Imperial Library (K.K. Hof-Biblicthek) at Vienna is a Latin MS,
numibered 16. It is not however a Codex in the ordinary sense of the
term, but consists of a collection of 160 Jeaves, 76 quarto, 84 small
folio; and these are not bound up, but preserved loose in a box, though
numbered continuously. They have been carefully and fully described
in three successive Catalogues; that of Michael Denis!, that of
S. Endlicher® and that of the official Catalogue of the MSS. of the
Library, published in 18643; this last description we subjoin at length ;—

16. [Rec. 85.] m. VIIL v.1X. et V.v. VL t60, 4%, Codex reseriptus. Manu
saeculi octavi vel nomi scripta sont: {1} r®—ri%. 5. Hieronymus, De virs
itlustribus, (2) 19%-20%, Gennadius, De scriptoribus ecclesiasticis. {3) zo%
*Hoc adjungendum est in fine sequentis Libelli, i.e. S. Augustini, De haeresibus,
duo capitula nempe S. Augnstino perperam attributa: De Nestorianis et ‘Eul.ychiamu.
(4) 21%-22% Quodvultd diaconvs Carthagini et 5. A De
haeresibus inguirendis, I];mohe 4 alternae. () z2b-320. S. Augustinus, De
haeresibus. (6} 33b. Ordo librorum veteris et novi Lestamenti, (7) 3ab-34%. Gelasius
Papa, Canon biblicus, {8) 34%-35> S. f Epistola ad Simplici

V Codices MSS. Theolog. Bibl, Paiatinas Vindob, Latini, recensuit M. Dewir, Vindobonse
1799, vol. i pars 4 col. 628 ; here it is umbered cocx and bas the press mack R. 85 placed
againgt it in the margin.

* Catalogus Codicuss Philologizoram: Lar. Bibl, Polat. Vindobowensis. Dipessit Sty
Endiicher, Vindabonne 1836, pp. 215-324; Fndlicher numbers the MS. cocxzl aad puts in the

16,

margin its old and mp:mmukl

5.
* Tabulae codd. MSS. practer Grmm! &t Orieniales v Bibl. Paiat, Vindobonensi asserva-
torum,  Edidit Acudenia Cociarca Vindobenensis; Vindobome 18643 vol. L p. 2,




vi INTRODUCTION
cpiscopum. (g) 355-36% S. Hieronymus, Epistola ad Evangelum presby

(m] 35!-33! Capitula mcmrnm patram. de gratia et libero nrtmm (rr) 3BL.|2'=

De d icis, {13) 42b. S, Hieronymus, Epistola ad
Dornnumem Explicit verbis: ‘in utramque partem, hoc est” (13) 42§ Servius

, Tractatus Py Fr «capita ' de ‘adverbio, de con-
junctione el interjectione ' continens.  (r4) 42}"-44% Sergius grammaticus,
Commentarivs in Dopatum. {rg) 44>-46% Muximns Victorinus, Commentarius
de ratione metrorum. {16) 46%-47%. Metrorivs, De finalibus syllabis. (17) 47%

Metrorius, Tractatus de caesuris, (18} 47b Addi quaedam, ab Endlich
ommissa, quae incipiunt: ‘In omnibus nrwloms partibus syllabe prime uel
medie eqm\les sint,’ et expliciunt: fet P I bli pinaci in miro-

orivm” (l. Metrorium ), {19} #8%-4¢* Pdscianus, De ponderibus et mensuris
carmen. (10) 4g% De accentibus. (21) 4g¥—s50% Do versibus. {22) sor—gab.
Priscianus, de laude Anastasii Imperatoris carmen  (23) 52% Q. 5. F. Tertullianus,
Carmen de Jona propheta. (24) §3% Nomina montium et aguaeductuum Romae.
(25) 54*~55% 5. Hieronymus, Epistola ad Riparium presbyterom. (26) 55°~
55 Sergius, De arte grammatica. Fragmentum. (a7) 55%-56* Erotemata gram-
matica, excerpta & Maximo Victorino. (28) g6 Palaemon de arte. Fragmentum
7 linearum. (zg) 56°-54Y. De septem miraculis mundi. {30} 57°-68% Eutychius,
De discernendis conjugationibus libri 2. (31} 68"-70" Fn\gmen\a gnmmau:i
(32) yu—73% Faustus Regiensis, Sermo ad

{33) 73"-75% Idem, sen Fusebius Galli Sermo ',., ioni N‘] h
{34) 75% 5. Augustinus, Episiolae ad Hesychi loni et ad Hi
Fragmenta. (35)76'—95“ Tractatus de prosodia ad Coelestinum.  (36) ps‘l-:ln‘
Probus, Catholjca &t vert (37) 1cxb. T de structuris,
{38) r1a*-z3¢% Clandius Sacerdos, Artium grammaticarum libri duo. (39)
130b-141%. Servius Ey tus, De ratione ulti Mauus recen-
tior. (4e) n4a%-1g5b, Frugm:nm mmm:uu. (41} rp6t—156b. Excerpla gram-
matica. (42) Lg7"-158% M: i De graeci et latini

differentiis, vel De sccietatibus L:ber. Excerpla. (43) 159°-159" Continuatio
Excerplorum grammaticorum sub 47.

Bcriptura, saeculi quinti vel sexti, cujus sepluaginta el sex foliis librariug
saeculi octavi vel noni perverso ordine usus est, sequentia exarata sunt: (1)
Lucanus, Pharsaliorum libri, et quidem L quinti versus 31-gi1; 152-211;
a72-3t0; et libri sexti versus 215-274 et 305-334. (2) Pelagonius, Hippia-
(rleurum caput :6 28 et 29, (3) Fragmenta latina Actuum apostolorum et

i (4) F gracce libr tertii cap. 92, 93, 96 et
97 Dioscoridis.  Endlicher CCCXXIL  Denis I1, CCCX.
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The little that can be known about the history of the MS. is told us
by Denis ; it belonged to the famous Monastery of St. Columban at
Bobbio, from which fact it is still known as a Codex Bodiensis; then to
the Convent of St. John de Carbonaria at Naples Here Mabillon
inspected it in October 1685, paying attention however only to the upper
writing’. From Naples it was brought to Vieana in 1717, with other MSS.,
by Alexander Ricardi, the first Librarian of the Imperial Library.

Carefully as Denis described the leaves, he does not appear to have
noticed that more than the first 42 of themwere palimpsest : onf. 42,p. 2,
he remarks * Ceterum lectionem t per se difficil
difficiliorem reddit conditio Codicis rescripfi; continebant enim hae
Membranae splendidissimum olim, et Seculi, ut videtur, V. Exemplum
Pharsaliae Lucani litera quadrata luculenta exaratum, quod ita abrasit
infelix ignorantia, ut e vestiglis crocei paene coloris lineas intercur«
rentibus fol. 17. p. 2. eruere pa:uerlm v. 175 L. V. Hemuh:hlum t
FLAMMASQ. IN VISCERA MERGIS.'

It was the merit of J. von Elchenfeld, a later librarian at the
Hof-Bibliothek, to call attention to the fact that not simply the leavea
meationed by Denis, but 72 leaves, i e nearly half of the MS., were
pahmpvueat’ Von Eichenfe]d descrl'hed carefully the fragments of Lucan,
giving a list of variant d and published in full the
leaves of the Latin Hippiatrika, snd of the third book of Dioscorides ;
and drew attention to the carlier writing on foll. 57, 58, 59, 61, 66,
68, 69, which apparently contain portions of a Greek medical treatise.

What is more important for our purpese, he discovered that under
the upper writing of foll. 43%-56, and 71-75 there lurked portions of an
Old-Latin version of the Acts, and Epistles of James and 1 Peter, though
the extreme difficulty of the palimpsest prevented him from giving more
than a few lines from the easier pages; he remarks® * Waren die frisheren

¥ Museum fialicums, Paris 1687, P, 1. (le. Jeer Raiiimw), p. 116, 'Ex latinis codex
antiquissimus litteris Saxoaicis, i quo Hisromymus de Scripterébus acclesiusticis cum Gesmadio,
codem modo disposttus aique in nostro Corbeienst,” and p. 313 * Priscianss de lande Anaslasii
Fmperatorir, quod notatn dignumetc. *; Mabillon bowever was not able 1o spend so much time in
the Library as he wished ; fter a few days, the Librarian appareatly became suspicions or
jealous; apd, alleging the illness of a near relative, left Naples and took the keys with him 1

* In the Fiener fahrbicher d, Literatur Bd, 36 (1834), Anzeige-latt, p. 20,

8 thid. p. 34
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Blitter schon sehr schwer zu lesen, so sind es diese in einem noch viel
hoheren Grade. In diesen zwanzig Blittern finden sich wenige Buch-
staben, an denen noch eine Spur von Tinte zu bemerken ist, bloss aus
den zuriickgebliehenen Eindriicken sind sie zu erkennen, und nur dann zu
lesen, wenn man das Blatt schief gegen das Licht hillt. Die eine Seite
jedes Blattes ist meistens villig abgeriehen. Die Schrift ist eine schéne
Hzlbuncial, von auffallender Aehnlichkeit mit der von Mabillon, p. 355,
tab. vi. n. 6, mitgetheilten Schriftprobe aus dem Hilarius der eccl. Vatic.,
einer Handschriit, die in das vierte Jahrhundert, oder in den Anfang des
fiinften gesetzt wird,! We shall see however that this is at least a century
too early.

The next published notice of the MS. occurs in 18477; Tischen-
dorf's attention had been arcused by the report of von Eichenfeld; and,
recognizing the importance of any additional evidence on the pre-Hie-
ronymian text of the Acts and Catholic Epistles, he devoted some time
in the autumn of 1843 to a study of the Palimpsest; he thus describes
his work and its results:—

*Meine Bemihungen blieben nicht ohne Erfolg. Mehrere Seiten
gelang es mir ganz oder doch zum grisssten Theile zu lesen. Leider aber
wurde ich bei der Arbeit von einem sehr nachdricklichen Augeniibel
iiberrascht (this certainly is not to be wondered at), das mich verhinderte
alles zu entziffern, was nicht ginzlich verschwunden ist! He succeeded
however in deciphering and transcribing not only some of the easier but
also one or two of the hardest pages of the M3, and he published the
following :—

part of Fol. 53 & containing Acts xxiii. 18-23

Fol. 734 a » XXvii, 17-24
part of Fol. 32 » n on 27-30
n om ow 552 " w owm  30-31
s w uw GH8 5 w  XXvill 22-28
W w 1w w  Jamesi.  1-3
Fol. 54 a i n il 13-iv. 3
w 748 s w V. 16-1 Peteri. 4
w 758 4 1 Peter i. 4-12

+ Wiewer Jubrbiicher d, Lideratur B 130 {1847}, Anzeige-Blalt, pr 36.
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that is, the greater part of nine pages. He hoped to be able to visit Vienna
again and complete his transcription; but that hope was never realized.

Since Tischendorl, no one seems to have attempted to transcribe
any of the MS. till 1884, when its last editor, the Norwegian scholar
J. Belsheim, visited Vienna and examined it ',

Belsheim relates in his preface that he had been advised by an
English scholar to set to work on the Palimpsest, though he does not say
who the English scholar was. The first impression made on him by the
leaves, was, he tells us, that it was quite hopeless to attempt deciphering
more than Tischendorf had already done, and he left Vienna that year
without further work on the M3. A second and longer study of it in the
following year, however, enabled him to decipher ten more pages com-
pletely and three partially : these were:—

Fol, 50 a containing Acts xxv. 23-27
part of Fol. 45 containing Acts xxvi, 2a-2¢

Fol. 458 % i w  29-xxvii 4
part of Fol, 474 " » XXVl 4-7
Fol. 474 » w w1817
n dda ™ » o Xxviil, 16-23
The latter part of Fol. 72a » James i. 5-10
Fol, 724 o N
» 7T " w 1825
part of Fol. 42%% James il. r4-16
Fol. 42%a W W - 16-23
n 43a » w il 24l 5
part of Fol. 754 4 1 Peter i. 12
Fol. 462 i w i 4-10

(The first half of Fol. 72 a had been transcribed by Tischendorf.}

The deciphering of Palimpsests is usvally a matter of gradual
progress, where each successive student may gratefully acknowledge

1 F Vindobonensiz, Bruchsticke der geschichle, der Bricfs des Jakobus and
des \¥* Briefs Priri, in vorkicronyovionizcher Uebersctzumg mach eluems Palimpsest auf der
udserlichew Hofbibliothed s Wien. Thellweise rum ercten Mal hesausgegeben von J. Belshim.
Christiania 1886, ¥




